Design, Access and Heritage Statement

Design

This scheme proposed the installation of an Electric Vehical Charging Point on the front
elevation of the property at The Stables, Chapel Court, Lower Hopton.

The EV charging point measures some 200mm wide by 330mm high. Once installed, it
would project 109mm from the face of the building.

The proposed EV charger is one of the smallest and most discreet on the market.

It is entirely black and would not create an incongruous feature on the front elevation of the
dwelling.

The EV charger, which is typically permitted development on non-listed building,
nevertheless requires Listed Building Consent for its installation.

Access

The EV charger will serve the parking space directly in front of it. There are no public
footpaths between the charger and the parking space. This is entirely private land.

Heritage

The property falls within the curtilage of the Hopton Congregational Church, which is a
Grade II* Listed Building. The building was first listed in April 1982 under list entry 1134675.

The official list entry for the building focuses on the church itself. The subject property
comprises the converted former stables to the rear of the church. The full list entry is copied
below, with relevant parts highlighted for ease:

553/5/108 CALDER ROAD 30-APR-1982 MIRFIELD HOPTON CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH (Formerly listed as: CALDER ROAD MIRFIELD HOPTON UNITED REFORMED
CHURCH)

II* Congregational Church, now United Reform, dated 1829, built of finely dressed stone
under a slate roof, set in a large graveyard.

PLAN: aligned with the pulpit to the south-west and main entrance to the north-east, on land
sloping down to the north-east towards the River Calder. There are attached school
buildings to the rear in the same materials, forming a T shape. There are ridge stacks at the
rear of the church building and the northern end of the rear cross wing.

EXTERIOR: North-east facing pedimented gable end is the main front and has gable
copings, stone brackets to the gutters and a plinth. It is of 5 bays, with the central 3 bays
breaking forward slightly. The ground floor has a Doric distyle in antis portico at the top of
four steps, with the date 1829 inscribed on the frieze. Within is a central 16-paned sash
window flanked by double, panelled doors with rectangular fanlights, and narrow side doors
in each return. Above the portico are three round-arched sash windows with glazing bars. To
either side are blind windows, round-arched above and flat-arched below. The return on
each side has five bays with round-arched sash windows above and flat-arched below,



similar to the front. The rear elevation has a blind circular window in the pediment and round-
arched blind windows below to either side of the wing to the rear.

Adjoining the church to the rear is a wing of 5 bays and two storeys, with large multi-
paned windows. The rear two bays are pierced by a three-centred archway, within
which are four doorways to the rear; former stabling and carriage housing, running
back into the side of the hill below the rear cross wing behind. This is five bay and
single storey (this storey corresponding with the first floor of the middle wing) with a
central rear door with rectangular fanlight. There is a further entrance on the north
side, and a small, stone, slate-roofed extension on the south side. A previous further
extension on this side is now demolished, but a first floor entrance to the rear of the middle
wing remains, reached by an external iron-balustraded stair. A flat-roofed porch with disabled
access lies between the rear of the church and the middle wing on the north side.

INTERIOR: two doors at the front entrance lead through wooden lobbies to the body of the
church. A double row of panelled box pews runs down the centre, with further box pews on
either side of an aisle, some facing inwards. Slim cast-iron columns support a raking gallery,
also with box pews, which runs round three sides of the church. Access is via two staircases
to the rear from the side doors in the portico. The central, panelled pulpit is raised, and
reached by a stair to either side with twisted iron balusters. The communion rail has carved
wooden vase balusters. Above and behind the pulpit are the choir box pews; behind them is
a wide round arch spanning the gallery. The organ is housed in the recess beyond the arch,
in the space formerly occupied by a band. To either side are pedimented doorways giving
access from the schoolrooms to the gallery. The ceiling is panelled.

Behind the church is a corridor leading to the vestry to the left with a panelled door and fitted
cupboard with safe. Beyond is a schoolroom with matchboarding to window-sill height, and
fitted bench seating round the walls. The first floor school room, accessed from the rear
cross wing, has a stage to the front and a fold-back partition across the centre. The exposed
roof structure is of queen strut construction, the front section running from front to back and
the rear crossways. Small service rooms extend to either side of the rear section.

SUBSIDIARY FEATURES: there is a war memorial garden to the left of the church in the
graveyard.

HISTORY: the church was built in 1829 as a Congregational chapel to replace an earlier
chapel, with a separate school building to the rear. The first minister was Reverend Richard
Thorpe, a local benefactor and landowner, and the church was built without debt. The school
was both a Sunday school and day school for Hopton between 1845 and 1909, and between
1855 and 1893 a link building was constructed joining the church to the existing schoolroom
and providing two additional classrooms. An organ was inserted in the former band recess
behind the choir in the early C20. There was also a separate building to the left of the church
(in existence by 1893) which was used by the Home Guard during World War Il but was
demolished in the late 1980s. The church became the United Reform Church in 1972, and is
due to close as a place of worship in December 2006.



