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The decision document is very lengthy - unnecessarily so in my view. I think the issue
is very simple. There is a gap in the middle of a row of houses in an existing village.
Although designated Green Belt, it meets the criteria for Grey Belt designation. None of
the specialist departments - Environmental Health, Ecology, Highways - have any
objection. The essence of the refusal is visual amenity. I think this is unjustified. The
setting of the site is such that the construction of a house will not impact the feel of the
village, which in any case is already a mixture of houses of different ages and sizes.
There will be opportunities at the detailed design stage to ensure the final design is a
good fit for the locality. The appeal should be allowed and a small step will have been
made towards providing much needed additional housing.


