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Smeeden Foreman Limited has been commissioned by the Urban Group to produce a Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment for their site at Cliff Hill,
Denby Dale (central grid reference SE2286908707), hereafter referred to as the ‘site’.

This report outlines details of a BNG assessment which has been completed for the above scheme in order to demonstrate whether it is possible for
current proposals to achieve positive gains in biodiversity through use of the DEFRA Biodiversity v3.1 Metric. Site proposals are for residential
development.

The principle of ‘net gain” is set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF July 2021):

Paragraph 174: ‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by....
d) minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient
to current and future pressures,’

Paragraph 179: ““To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:
b) promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority
species; and identify and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity.’

Paragraph 180: When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the following principles:
d) development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity be supported, while opportunities to incorporate biodiversity
improvements in and around developments should be integrated as part of their design, especially where this can secure measurable net gains
for biodiversity or enhance public access to nature where this is appropriate.

The requirement for developers to secure a minimum biodiversity net gain of 10% is currently progressing through the legislative process within the
Environment Bill and is due to become a mandatory requirement in November 2023.

Kirklees Council Local Plan includes Policy LP30 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity) which requires development proposals to “provide net biodiversity gains
through good design by incorporating biodiversity enhancements and habitat creation” (Kirklees Council Technical Advice Note, June 2021). In the
absence of legislation Kirklees Council state a minimum of 10% net gain in biodiversity is required through the use of the Defra approved biodiversity
metric. Policy LP30 has been introduced for use in the intervening period prior to the introduction of the Environment Bill. In summary, development
proposals will be required to:
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2.3

(i) result in no significant loss or harm to biodiversity in Kirklees through avoidance, adequate mitigation or, as a last resort, compensatory
measures secured through the establishment of a legally binding agreement;

(ii) minimise impact on biodiversity and provide net biodiversity gains through good design by incorporating biodiversity enhancements and habitat
creation where opportunities exist;

(iii) safeguard and enhance the function and connectivity of the Kirklees Wildlife Habitat Network at a local and wider landscape-scale unless the
loss of the site and its functional role within the network can be fully maintained or compensated for in the long term;

(iv) establish additional ecological links to the Kirklees Wildlife Habitat Network where opportunities exist; and

(v) incorporate biodiversity enhancement measures to reflect the priority habitats and species identified for the relevant Kirklees Biodiversity
Opportunity Zone.

It is understood that a Biodiversity Net Gain design should improve the extent or condition of biodiversity affected by a project. It should not result in
lost or damaged features being replaced by features of lower biodiversity value. The mitigation hierarchy principle of avoid — minimise — remediate —
compensate should be followed within the design process with irreplaceable features retained.

The proposals site is located to the northern edge of the village of Denby Dale, approximately 5.3km north of Penistone, refer to Figure 01: Site Location
Plan (appended).

The site consists of a field of rank grassland with areas of scattered and dense scrub, remnant outgrown hedgerows and occasional trees. The site is
bound by stone walling and fencing to the west and east, with existing residential housing forming part of the north-eastern, eastern, southern and
western boundaries. Development for new housing is under construction immediately adjacent to the south-eastern boundary. Fields are located
adjacent to the site to the north and south and a public right of way runs parallel with the western site boundary.

The River Dearne flows approximately 170m south of site, separated from the site by residential housing and road infrastructure. Open countryside
comprising agricultural land, woodland, small watercourses, ponds (closest being more than 500m from the site) and hedgerow networks surrounds
the site. Arable and pasture farmland dominate the landscape surrounding the village of Denby Dale.
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The DEFRA Biodiversity Metric v3.1 has been used to carry out the calculation with reference made to The Biodiversity Metric 3.1 User Guide (Panks et
al. April, 2022a) and Technical Supplement (April, 2022b). The Metric has been developed by Natural England, the Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and the Environment Agency with input from various environmental NGOs, developers, councils and other interested parties.

For the purposes of this BNG assessment, the site habitat baseline has been determined in accordance with the UK Habitat Classification System v1.1
(Butcher et al., 2020a; 2020b) using ecological information obtained from the initial site survey and a review of the condition assessment sheets included
within the Natural England technical supplement (JP039, Panks et al April 2022a). Values for distinctiveness are pre-set within the Metric spreadsheet.

The site was subject to ecological assessment in May and June 2022 (Smeeden Foreman, 2022), with habitat types and key species presented in
accordance with the UK Habitats Classification System (Version 1.1 UKHabs, September 2020). The walkover survey was undertaken during the optimal
survey season for recording flowering plants. The majority of grassland on site was identified to support an average of 6.7 species per m? following a
randomised quadrat survey and considering the land’s former use for agricultural purposes, this habitat is assessed to be modified grassland of low
distinctiveness. A small area of other neutral grassland (medium distinctiveness) is present to the east of site, with an average of 12 species per m?
identified. The grassland on site has been subjected to some site clearance and damage from tracking of machinery, soil buildup, chipped vegetation
and storage of materials/waste debris, in association with the adjacent development during its construction (refer to Appendix 03 of the Ecological
Impact Assessment for photographs). In line with BNG guidance (User Guide, April 2022), an assumption of damaged grassland being fully intact has
therefore been made to provide a more accurate representation of the habitat baseline value pre-development.

Strategic significance has been allocated as high for all habitats within the site boundary (with reference to Table 5-4 of the Biodiversity Metric 3.1 User
Guide, Panks et al. 2022b) due to the whole site being located within the Kirklees Wildlife Habitat Network (KWHN) and the Biodiversity Opportunity
Zone — Pennine Foothills. The site also falls within the Strategic Green Infrastructure Area — River Dearne Corridor. These areas have been identified by
Kirklees Council within the Kirklees region for targeting conservation efforts with respect to biodiversity. Refer also to paragraph 1.5 in section 1.0 of
this report for relevant local policies used to inform this allocation of strategic significance.

Habitats on site comprise the following when assessed using the UKHabs classification system. This system includes the use of secondary (2°) codes to
provide further information on the habitat parcels identified, where relevant.

Habitats
e Reference 1: Modified grassland (g4 73: 2° bare ground)

e Ref. 2: Other neutral grassland (g3c)
e Ref. 3: Ruderal/ephemeral (g3c 17: 2° ruderal/ephemeral)
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Table 01: Site Habitats Baseline Summary

Linear features

Ref: 4: Bramble scrub (h3d)
Ref. 5: Mixed scrub (h3h)
Ref. 6: Individual trees

Ref. 7: Vegetated garden

Ref. H1: Native species-rich hedgerow
Refs. H2 and H3: Native hedgerow
Ref D1: Drainage ditch (r 117: 2° dry)

The above habitats are summarised in Table 01 along with the measurements for each habitat type. The extents and locations of on-site baseline
habitats have been measured using scaled GIS drawings and are provided in Figure 02: Existing Habitats Plan (appended). Refer to the corresponding
Ecological Impact Assessment (SF3282 Smeeden Foreman, 2022) for a detailed condition assessments for each habitat.

Ref UKHAB Habitat Type UKHAB Code Area Distinctiveness Condition Strategic Baseline Justification/notes
No. (hectares) / (pre-set) significance | Biodiversity
Length (km) Units
Area-based Habitats
g4 73 1.27ha Low Moderate High 5.84 Condition Assessment Sheet 5 — Grassland of Low Distinctiveness
1 Grassland - modified Passes 3 of 7 criteria, failures due lack of varied sward height, >5% physical
grassland damage (including tracking of machinery, soil buildup, recently chipped
vegetation and storage of materials/waste debris across the north of site.
g3c 0.02ha Medium Moderate High 0.18 Condition Assessment Sheet 6 — Grassland of Medium/High/Very High
2 Grassland - other Distinctiveness
neutral grassland Passes 4 of 5 criteria, failure due to evidence of soil disturbance from
machinery tracking and soil buildup.
g3c 17 0.08ha Medium Poor High 0.37 Condition Assessment Sheet 6 — Grassland of Medium/High/Very High
Grassland - other Distinctiveness
3 neutral grassland Passes 1 of 5 criteria, area dominated by species indicative of sub-optimal
condition including nettles and creeping thistle. Damage from tracking of
machinery.
SMEEDEN 5 SF3282
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Ref UKHAB Habitat Type UKHAB Code Area Distinctiveness Condition Strategic Baseline Justification/notes
No. (hectares) / (pre-set) significance | Biodiversity
Length (km) Units
Heathland and shrub - h3d 0.26ha Medium Condition High 1.2 Condition pre-fixed to Poor. No condition assessment required.
4 bramble scrub Assessment
N/A
5 Heathland and shrub - | h3h 0.3ha Medium Moderate High 2.76 Condition Assessment Sheet 19 - Scrub
mixed scrub Passes 4 of 5 criteria, failure due to poor age range.
/ 0.0764ha Medium Moderate High 0.7 Condition Assessment Sheet 22 — Urban Trees
6 Urban trees Single large tree of moderate condition. Street Tree Helper tool within Metric
used to calculate equivalent site areas
/ 0.2383ha Medium Good High 3.29 Condition Assessment Sheet 22 — Urban Trees
7 Urban trees 3x small, 2x medium and 2x large trees of good condition. Street Tree Helper
tool within Metric used to calculate equivalent site areas.
/ 0.004ha Low Condition High 0.01 No condition assessment required.
Urban - vegetated
8 garden Assessment
N/A
Pre-development area habitat biodiversity score | 14.35
Linear Habitats
H1 Native Species-rich h2a 0.042km Medium Good High 0.58 Condition Assessment Sheet 8 — Hedgerow
hedgerow Fails no more than 2 attributes and does not fail both attributes in more than
one functional group. Failures due to evidence of nutrient enrichment and
>90% of damage caused by human activities.
H2 Native hedgerow h2a 0.07km Low Moderate High 0.32 Condition Assessment Sheet 8 — Hedgerow
Fails no more than 4 attributes and does not fail both attributes in more than
one functional group. Failures due to <1m of undisturbed ground (gardens
and soil disturbance), evidence of nutrient enrichment and damage from
human activities.
H3 Native hedgerow h2a 0.035km Low Good High 0.24 Condition Assessment Sheet 8 — Hedgerow
Fails no more than 2 attributes and does not fail both attributes in more than
one functional group. Failures due to evidence of nutrient enrichment and
>90% of damage caused by human activities.
D1 Ditch r117 0.046km Medium Poor Low 0.14 Condition Assessment Sheet 4 - Ditch
No water present at time of survey. Three criteria not applicable due to no
water present. Passes 3 of remaining 5 criteria, failures due to insufficient
water levels, physical damage from makeshift footbridges and buildup of
grass cuttings.
3.7 Inputting the above site habitat baseline information into the Metric Calculation Tool (SF3282 Biodiversity Metric 3.1 Calculation Tool, January 2023)

provides the excerpts shown below in Tables 02, 03 and 04.
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Table 02: A-1 Habitat Baseline On-site — Metric Calculation Tool

Area and linear-based habitats to be retained/enhanced are circled in blue.

Dirtim ctive marr Cunditinn Stratsqic riquificancs Ratsntinn catsqury bindivarrity valus Camm
o Strategqic
P+ | Broad Habitat Habitat Type LR |8 | gy Semr | g iFicance S unif e e e
marr re .
1 Grarrland Madificd ararrland 127 Lau H Maderate z Farmally identificdinlacalstrateqy | Habrirateaic 115 S ame dirkin ztivanser ar 5.4 LX) a0 127 584 Maiarity af ararslandan site (average
i bottor hab 4z permi]
2 Grarrland Otharnoutral ararsland (X Medium 4| Modorare 2 | Formallyidentificdinlncalsirateqy | Highetrateic 115 e 1z won [ oo X oz Srmall are-asupparting aneraqe f2rpocior por mz
B igher
E Graseland Other neutral ararsland 003 HMedinm 4 Paar 1| Formallyidonsifisdinlacalrrarsqy | Highrirateaic 115 sh‘f"":""f.“."“’.i““” 037 oo | oon w03 037 Frandrof tall rudsral ueqotation
- igher
4 [ Hoathland andshrab Eramblerzrab 0.z Madium 4 | [Fandition 1| Farmallyidontitiodininzaletraroqy | Midhrirateaic 145 e 120 LXTIN I ) 0.z 120 [peres brambterart e
- igher
5 | Heathland andshrat Misedrzrab 0z Fedium 4 | toderane z | Farmallyidensificdinlosalrtrareqy [ Hiheiratesiz 115 e 2% won [ oen 0.3 % Flultiple arsar of misze drarub azrasssive
: igher
(feodds Zame broad habitator 2 Einale laras tres of madsrate sonditian, Shrest
% Urkan Urkan Tree 00764 Medinm 4| Moderase H Farmally identificdinlozaletrateay 4 115 higher distingtiveneer 0T (2] wo (23] (5] Tree Helper tanl within Metric aredta <alzulate
bk die) iualentei
Highrtrateqic Samebroad habitakor a Zxrmall, Zxmedium and 2 larqe treor of qood
7 Urkan Urkan Tree 02T Hedinm 4 Gand H Farmally ientifisdinlocalrrareay [ 115 hiaher dirtinativeners 5] n.tead 244 i .05 ni7 andition. Steeot Tree Help or tool uithin Meteiz
rianifizanzs s e . . P
+ Urban Veqetated garden 0004 (lemn z | [Feedivien 1 Farmally identificdinlocalrratoqy | TAPeiratedis 115 5 ame dietinativences ao .00 o F alrectianofroridontial qardonta
Tutal t arsas Za2S ra 1y 1LT4
1.93 |
B-1 Site Hedge Baseline
i
UK Habitats - exzisting habitats - !-Iab_ilal Habitat condition Strategic significance Suggested al - R gory biod ity value
distinctiveness S . i
Strategi potionto Total Length | Units | Unit
ESssling eiedas Hedgerow type Lenathl| Bistincliveses Score | Condition EEsy Strategic significance s ate gie it | eSS Ceiten hedoealoll Eenath enel:‘agnce le:‘;i:e enl:‘;nsce o) (R
ref number 9 P [km]) 5 e 9 9 significance losses u?nts retained hlost | lost
. . . . . High strategic Like for like or
1 H1 Mative Species Rich Hedgerow 004z Medium 4 Good 3 Formally identified in local strategy an shrated 116 0.58 | g— 0.0 0o 0.04 05
significance bietter L
. . High strategic Same
2 Hz Mlative Hedgerow 0.7 Low 2 Moderate z Formally identified in local strategy gh strateg 115 L 0.3z 008 0.za .00 0. 0.05
significance distinctivens s
. . High strategic Same v'
3 Hi Mlative Hedgerow 0035 Low 2 Good 3 Formally identified in local strategy g s g 115 L 0.24 0.00 .00 0.04 0.24
significance distinctivensss
4
5
[
7
8
114 0_0E 000 0.28 000 009 | 087
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Table 04: C-1 River Baseline On-site — Metric Calculation Tool

C-1 Site Raver Basehne

T

Existing river type GiEfiTen efen Strategic significance e D (Eeeitrfmel R biodi ity value
distinctivenes | condition encroachmen | encroachme | o | baseline -
Baseline _ Lengt | Distinctivenes . e Extent of Eutent of action Total river Length Length Uniits Units Length Units
River type Condition Strategic significance encroachmen | encroachme _ - enhance _ enhance
ref h (km] 5 . nt units retained ; retained Lost Lost
1 Ditches 0.045 | Medium Poor |- P°‘e”"i“:;:;Ta;°‘ identified Mirar Minir Restore 0.1 ( 0.0% 3 0.00 0.05 0os | oos
2 N A
3
4 —
5 N
]
005 0_14 000 0.02 000 0.05 0.03 0.03

3.9 On-site baseline units calculated within the Metric equate to a total of 14.35 habitat units for area-based habitats, 1.14 hedgerow units and 0.14 ditch
units. A total of 0.016km of existing ditch will be subject to enhancement measures.
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4.1 Landscape proposals for the site have been prepared by Smeeden Foreman (refer to Appendix 01: Landscape Proposals SF3282 LLO1 Rev A). These
proposals form the basis for post-development habitat retention and creation / enhancement calculations, calculated using GIS / CAD measurements
(Figure 03: Post-development Areas) to inform the Metric. The following excerpts from the spreadsheet (SF3282 Biodiversity Metric 3.1 Calculation Tool,
January 2023) summarise the information detailed within the calculator.

4.2 Table 05 summarises proposed area habitat creation, whilst Tables 06 and 07 summarise the created or enhanced linear habitat units on site post
development. Table 09 provides the overall indicated results for net percentage change in area, linear and ditch habitats.

Table 05: A-2 Habitat Creation on Site: AREA Habitat — Metric Calculation Tool

Land at Cliff Hill, Denby Dale

A2 Site Habitat Creation

T
e |

Condense / Show Rows

Post development! post intervention habitats
—

Condit 5 Temporal Difficult - Con
Area T Eei Habitat
Broad Habitat Proposed habitat [hectares | Distinctivenes Condit = o e Standard or ad|usl_e_rl time to target target difficulty of units Dssessor comments
s condition conditionlyear N delivered
o creation
Grassland Other newnal arassland 0oz Medium Moderate Formallyidentified inlacal strateqy Standard time to target candiion applisd 5 Low 015
Shade tolerant mix beneath retained tree.
Grassland Other newnal arassland 017 Medium Moderate Formallyidentified inlacal strateqy Standard time to target candiion applisd 5 Low 131
M adow mis
Grassland Other newnal arassland 0.0l Medium Moderate Formallyidentified inlacal strateqy Standard time to target candiion applisd 5 Low 0.08
Ditch wetland mix
Grassland Modified grassland 007 Low Moderate Formallyidentified inlacal strateqy Standard time to target candiion applisd 4 Low 028
Flowering lawn mix
Grassland Other newnal arassland 003 Medium Moderate Formallyidentified inlacal strateqy Standard time to target candiion applisd 5 Low 023
o turf
Condition Breal i Vi local strategul
Urban Introduced shub 0.01 Law Assessmens| o o REnEstan netin eslsEiEgne Standard time to target candiion applied 1 Laow 002
[T local strategy
Urban Develapedland sealed surface 118 View  |MiA-Ciher A’“’“m"“f;':;:ﬁ;‘::;a' SEHEYING | g dard time to target sondiion applied 0 Medium .00
Condition Areal i T p—"
Lirban Yegstated garden 047 Low Assessment| 15 CHMRENSAEN RALN RCAlSrAteR ne Standard time to target condition spplisd 1 Low 0.1
local strategy
HA
Utban Urban Tree 03522 Medium Moderate Formallyidentified inlacal strateqy Standard time to target candiion applisd 27 Low B35 |\ i s species 2600
Urban Urban Tree 01384 Medium Poar Looation ecolagioally desirable but natin Standard time ta target condition applied n Low 043
local strategy garden'street iees 340,
Total habitat area 302 675

SMEEDEN

Site Airea [Fxcluding area of Urban trees and Green walls]| 133 I
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Table 06: B-2 Habitat Creation on Site: HEDGEROW Linear Habitat — Metric Calculation Tool

B-2 Site Hedge Creation

Condense /-

Show Colimms.

Condense / Show Rows

Mam Menu
_ Habitat Habitat P S i)
Proposed habitats distinctiveness | condition Strategic significance Temporal multiplier |"5|: Hedge
. Mew - . Final time to Final units
(Ered iz hedge Habitat type Lemls Distinctiveness | Condition Strategic significance Fezikudl e ad|usl_e_d 4Le target difficulty el A nts
ref [km) to target condition . -
number condition!years |of creation
1 H1 Mative Species Fich Hedgerow om Medium Moderate Formally identified in local stratequ Sen it t.arget CEmE G Law 0.85 . . . .
applied Mized native planting (S species]
2 H2 Native Hedaerow 037 Low Poor Location ecologically desirable but natin | Standard time ta t.arget condition 1 Low 07
local strategy applied Gardenlstreet hedgerows

3

4

5

]

I

0.48 1.63
Table 07: C-2 River Creation on Site: DITCH Linear Habitat — Metric Calculation Tool
| C-2 Site River Creation |
Condense / Show Columns Condense / Show Rows
- Habitat Habitat L P Difficulty Watercourse Riparian
Proposed habitats istinctiveness | c . Strategic significance Temporal multiplier T Comn
Standard or adjusted | Final time to Final Hver un
Bas;].i;le River type 'krng Distinctiveness | Condition Strategic significance time to target target difficulty of Extent of Exent of delivered Assessor commenis
(i) condifion condifion‘years creation
1 |Ditches 0054 Liedium Poor | Moo Low finor 016
2
3
4
5
0.05 0.16
SMEEDEN
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Table 08: C-3 River Enhancement on Site: DITCH Linear Habitat — Metric Calculation Tool

C-3 Site River Enhancement

T T

Post development! post intervention habitats
Baseline habitats Change in distinetiveness and condition pabiar | Hatat | swategie significance Temporal multiplier Watersourse | Fiparian Comi
Proposed River Type Length Final time to | Final e Fliver
Baseline e Cefres (Pre-populated can be overridden) | . Gl (km) | Distinotivenes | Conditio | 5, Lo Lo | Standard or adjusted time target difficulty of | " Estentar [, S A
ref = n gic g to target iti iti + encroachment
s nt
Funstionality 1einstated from a diy
! Ditches Ditches Medium - Medium Poar - Moderate 0016 Medium Moderate L°“; °°5;”2"”‘5°"°"‘ nat | Standardtms to e sendiian 4 FMedium Flinar HMinar 008 |diteh to 3 wet ditch and enhanced
dentified in any plan epplie with proposed aquatie planting
0.02 002
Table 09: Headline Results — Metric Calculation Tool
Land at Cliff Hill, Denby Dale T -
Headline Results results menu
1435
On-gite baseline 114
0.14
) ] . 9.36
On-site post-intervention 191
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) 0.24
] o 34.15%
On-site net % change 66 95%
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement] 68.27%
0.00
Off-site baseline 0.00
0.00
. . i 0.00
Off-site post-intervention 0.00
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) 0.00
. 499
Total net unit change T
(including all en-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) 0.10
i i . _34.75%
Total on-site net % change plus off-site surplus 66.95%
(including all en-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement) 68.27%
Trading nles Satisfied? [P Sy |
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Kirklees Council Local Plan includes Policy LP30 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity) which requires development proposals to “provide net biodiversity gains
through good design by incorporating biodiversity enhancements and habitat creation” (Kirklees Council Technical Advice Note, June 2021). In the
absence of legislation Kirklees Council state a minimum of 10% net gain in biodiversity is required through the use of the Defra approved biodiversity
metric and in line with the Local Plan requirements (Policy LP30: Biodiversity and Geodiversity).

Units obtained for the site post-development, based on retained habitats and habitat creation / enhancement included within the landscape proposals
(Appendix 01) indicate that a net gain in respect to habitat areas is unlikely to be achieved with the current scheme with a potential biodiversity net loss
of -4.99 habitat units (-34.75% net change). Indicated gains of 0.77 hedgerow units (+66.95% net change) and 0.10 river/ditch units (+68.27% net
change) are also considered likely.

Proposals are for a residential housing development, with the retention of mature trees and partial enhancement of the existing vegetated ditch to the
northern boundary along with the hedgerow to the eastern boundary. Emphasis on maintaining a vegetated corridor to the north of site has been
incorporated within the development design where feasible, with this area identified to be most utilised on site by wildlife following results of further
protected species surveys completed in 2022. Landscape proposals include new tree/hedgerow planting with creation of wildflower grassland proposed
to site boundaries and across the development where appropriate including within areas of public open space. Residential gardens are to be vegetated
in part, such as planting of individual fruit trees and lawn seeding to rear gardens. The creation of new linear features in connection with adjacent
existing and new development aims to maintain links with favourable foraging habitat offsite.

It is noted that the requirement to trade habitats like-for-like has not been satisfied (Table 09) due to the proposed loss of medium distinctiveness
habitat on site (bramble and mixed scrub) and the area of modified grassland (low distinctiveness) not being sufficiently mitigated by habitats of equal
or higher distinctiveness within the development scheme. Overall, the current scheme will result in the loss of scrub, grassland and hedgerow habitats
in order to facilitate the development. Due to nature and scale of the current proposals, opportunities to address the shortfall in habitat units on-site
are limited in addition to habitat retention/creation/enhancements already proposed. To improve biodiversity net gain in habitat units, consideration
could be given to providing off-site compensation, which could be achieved through one or a combination of the following:

e sourcing of available land within the developer’s ownership (subject to ecological survey to inform the Metric and long-term management);
e agreement with the local planning authority or,
e use of a third-party Environment Bank.

To date, the Metric does not accommodate biodiversity enhancements with respect to species and biodiversity net gains attributed to these
enhancements are not reflected within the measurable results obtained from the Metric. Use of the site by bats for foraging and commuting purposes
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was identified to be mainly concentrated to the north of site in association with existing scrub and hedgerow planting. Inclusion of a sympathetic lighting
plan, strengthening of existing linear features with native planting, retention of mature trees and enhancement of the existing ditch will aim to maintain
use of this corridor for wildlife as recommended within the Ecological Impact Assessment (Smeeden Foreman, 2022). Mitigation with respect to species
offers biodiversity gains within the site, aiming to provide roosting, breeding and sheltering opportunities for wildlife in conjunction with on-site habitat
provision, promoting connectivity across the development and contributing to the local green infrastructure network. Recommendations for such
mitigation are detailed within the corresponding ecology report (SF3282 Ecological Impact Assessment_December 2022 Rev A) including the following:

e Bat, bird, hedgehog and insect boxes to provide nesting, roosting and sheltering opportunities for species associated with urban development,
including for species of known conservation concern such as swift, starling and house sparrow;

e Incorporation of hedgehog highways to provide passage for hedgehogs across the development and into surrounding suitable habitat;

Finalised landscape proposals should be implemented in accordance with an appropriate landscape specification and Construction Environmental
Management Plan: Biodiversity (CEMP: Biodiversity) which will detail measures to avoid accidental impacts on retained habitats. Commitment to long
term future management of the site will be required to achieve the habitat conditions aimed for and should be undertaken in accordance with a site-
specific Biodiversity and Ecological Management Plan (BEMP). The provision of these details can typically be provided by condition.
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FIGURE 01: SITE LOCATION PLAN
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FIGURE 02: EXISTING HABITATS PLAN
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FIGURE 03: POST-DEVELOPMENT HABITAT PLAN
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APPENDICES

Appendix 01: Landscape Proposals (SF3282 LLO1 Rev A)
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APPENDIX 01: LANDSCAPE PROPOSALS SF3282 LLO1 REV A
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