
KIRKLEES METROPOLITAN COUNCIL
INVESTMENT & REGENERATION SERVICE

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) 
Order 2015 - Schedule 2, Part 3, Changes of Use

DELEGATED DECISION FOR DISCHARGE OF CONDITION -  
NOTIFICATION OF A CHANGE OF USE UNDER THE ABOVE 

PROVISIONS

Reference no. 2024/CL/93229/W 

Site Address Trust Ford, St Andrew's Road, 
Huddersfield, HD1 6RJ

Description Prior notification for installation of 
roof mounted solar photovoltaic 
equipment

Recommending Officer Joanna Rednall

DECISION – DETAILS APPROVED

I hereby authorise the approval of this application for the reasons set 
out in the officer’s report and recommendation annexed below in 
respect of the above matter.

Kevin Walton

AUTHORISED OFFICER

Date: 30-Dec-2024



Officer Report

Reference: 2024/93229

Location: Trust Ford, St Andrew's Road, Huddersfield, HD1 6RJ

Proposal: Prior notification for installation of roof mounted solar photovoltaic 

equipment

Site description

Trust Ford relates to a large, commercial showroom situated east of St Andrews 

Road. It lies within the Priority Employment Area, registered as PEA16.

Description of proposal

The proposal seeks prior notification for the installation of roof mounted solar 

photovoltaic equipment.

The application form sets out this application is for the installation of roof 

mounted 106.48kW solar PV system comprising of 242 x Canadian Solar 440w 

modules.

The information submitted states that the PV equipment will not protrude more 

than 200mm beyond the plane of the roof slope when installed on a pitched roof 

and that the solar PV equipment will not be installed within 1000mm of the 

external roof edges.

The application has been applied for under Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J of the 

Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 

2015 (as amended). 

History of negotiations

None 

Relevant planning history 

2014/91369 Installation of 13 illuminated and non illuminated signs 

ADVERTISEMENT CONSENT GRANTED

2013/90573 Installation of replacement garage doors and shopfront

CONDITIONAL FULL PERMISSION

2013/93274 Non material amendment to previous permission 2013/90578 for 

installation of replacement garage doors and shopfront 



NMA-APPROVED

2010/92066 Relocation of spray booths to rear of building 

CONDITIONAL FULL PERMISSION 

2009/91525 Formation of new vehicular access 

CONDITIONAL FULL PERMISSION 

2006/94468 INSTALLATION OF ROLLER SHUTTER

CONDITIONAL FULL PERMISSION 

Representations

The application was advertised by neighbour notification letters and a site 

notice which expired 6th December 2024.

No representations have been received.

Consultation responses 

It is noted that the proposal is within Flood Zone 2 and 3a and is within a Low 

Coal Risk Area for development. Due to the nature of the works proposed being 

strictly limited to an existing roofscape and the proposal being considered under 

available Permitted Development Rights, no consultations were deemed 

necessary.

Legislation 

The relevant legislation is Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J of the Town and Country 

Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as 

amended).

The site is within Priority Employment Area 16 on the Kirklees Local Plan.  

Assessment 

Paragraph J.4(2) of Class J requires the developer to apply in writing to the 

local planning authority for a determination as to whether the property approval 

is required for the design and external appearance of the development. 

As part of the assessment the Local Authority shall also determine whether or 

not the proposals comply with the requirements and conditions of the Town and 

Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015(as 

amended) Part 14, Class J.



The applicant has submitted details providing information of the criteria within 

which the development must fall to be Permitted Development.

Permitted development 

J. The installation, alteration or replacement of—

(a) microgeneration solar thermal equipment on a building; 

(b) microgeneration solar PV equipment on a building; or 

(c) other solar PV equipment on the roof of a building,

Other than  a dwellinghouse or a block of flats

J1. Development is not permitted by Class J if –

(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed 

on a pitched roof and would protrude more than 0.2 metres beyond the 

plane of the roof slope when measured from the perpendicular with the 

external surface of the roof slope;

Comment: The panels are to be installed on a pitched roof but would not 

protrude more than 0.2 meters beyond the place of the roof slope.

(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed 

on a flat roof, where the highest part of the solar PV equipment would be 

higher than 1 metre above the highest part of the roof (excluding any 

chimney);

Comment: The highest part of the solar PV equipment will not exceed 1m above 

the highest part of the roof when installed on a flat roof.

(b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed 

on a roof within 1 metre of the external edge of that roof;

Comment - The application form states that the panels would not be within 1 

metres of the external edge of the roof. 

(c) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed 

on a site designated as a scheduled monument; or

Comment – The site is not a designated as a scheduled monument.

(d) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed 

on a listed building or on a building within the curtilage of a listed building.



Comment – The site is not a listed building or within the curtilage of a listed 

building.

J2 Development is not permitted by Class J (a) or (b) – this limitation is not 

relevant in this instance in light of the power outage exceeding 500 kilowatts.

It is considered that the development is permitted and the Local Planning 

Authority needs to assess whether or not prior approval is required for the 

design and appearance of the development and impact of glare under Condition

J.4 —(1) Class J development is permitted subject to the following conditions–

(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment must, so far as 

practicable, be sited so as to minimise its effect on the external 

appearance of the building and the amenity of the area; and 

(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment is removed as soon 

as reasonably practicable when no longer needed.

Design and appearance:

The solar panels would be located on the roof of the existing structure. Due to 

the height of the building it is unlikely that they would be highly visible from 

neighbouring buildings. The direct relationship with properties looking onto the 

site, would be at a lower level.

Whilst in some limited contrast to the building roof materials, the panels would 

not consist of an unacceptable alteration to this modern building. The 

appearance of the buildings and wider area would also not be harmed by the 

introduction of PV panels and as such, acceptable within the street scene. It is 

also stated that the solar PV equipment will be removed as soon as reasonably 

practicable when no longer needed. 

Glare 

The proposed panels are not overly visible from public vantage points due to 

the scale of the host building and the direct relationship with surrounding 

properties that have views of the building. In addition, the angle of the panels 

would largely result in light rays being deflected upwards rather than towards 

surrounding development. 



Conclusion

Taking into account all the above, it is considered that prior approval is not 

required. The submitted information is sufficient and therefore the details are 

recommended for approval.

Recommendation 

Prior approval is not required.

Decision Authorisation - Delegated Powers

Application Number: 2024/93229

Officer Recommendation: Prior approval not required

Conditions:

Prior notification Class J details approved

Plans and specifications schedule:-

Plan Type Reference Version Date Received

Location Plan PP-13554153v1 - 12/11/2024

Site Plan (Proposed) 4288/Site/1 - 12/11/2024

Block Plan 4288/Block/1 - 12/11/2024

Elevation Plan (A) 4288/Elevation/1 - 12/11/2024

Product Brochure 

(CanadianSolar 

TOPHiKu6 N-type 

TOPCon Technology 

425 W ~ 450 W)

- - 12/11/2024

Application form - - 12/11/2024 

Pursuant to article 35 (2) of the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) Order 2015 and guidance in the National Planning 

Policy Framework, the Local Authority have, where possible, made a 

preapplication advice service available, complied with the Kirklees 

Development Management Charter 2015 and otherwise actively engaged with 



the applicant in dealing with the application. The applicant was not contacted 

during the course of the application.

Dated: 23/12/2024


