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Addition of rear boundary wooden fence:

The Heritage Impact Statement document within the planning application states that
“the sum of the proposed works will improve the building’s historic and aesthetic
significance and will not detract from its wider setting and local cultural importance”
and also states that “this new rear boundary fence would make the boundary secure”. 

However, I believe the erection of a boundary wooden fence would undermine the
significance of this Grade 2 listed heritage asset and its contribution to the character of
the conservation area it sits in. There has never been a boundary wooden fence of any
nature surrounding this building plus I believe that this would not deter all intruders as
they could still easily climb onto the wall and then propel themselves over the fence
(fixed to the top of the wall).

Should a further boundary be added to the existing rear wall, a more innovative design
could be considered which would not prejudice the significance of this asset. I believe
metal railings to be a good option as this would be:

• more sympathetic, aesthetically pleasing, and in keeping with the Georgian period
and the history of the asset (building is dated 1818).
• in line with the sympathetically renovated old presbytery building opposite this site.
• less enclosed, imposing and would still let light through to the houses on Industrial
Avenue whose windows are very close to this.

In conclusion, the Heritage Impact Statement document states that “we feel the sum of
the proposed works will improve the building’s historic and aesthetic significance and
will not detract from its wider setting and local cultural importance”. However, for the
above reasons, I do not believe the erection of a rear boundary wooden fence fully
aligns with this statement.


