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A Preliminary Roost Assessment (1914a) and Precautionary Working Method Statement (1914b) have
been submitted with the application, which is welcomed.

The PRA details that the building at the site has low bat roost potential due to the presence of several

potential bat roost features behind the roof verge throughout the building and went on to recommend a
minimum of one dusk emergence bat survey (during the optimal survey period of May-August) prior to
any works affecting the building, in accordance with current good practice guidelines.

However, during January 2024 and February 2024, the building has suffered repeated break-ins which
has disturbed asbestos-containing-materials (ACMSs) in the building which poses a health and safety
risk, including to people entering the site in the future, by whatever means.

Therefore, due to the health and safety risk associated with disturbed ACMs at the site, it is not
acceptable from a health and safety point of view to wait until a Dusk Emergence Bat Survey can be
undertaken during the optimal May-August survey period. Therefore, a Non-Licensed Bat Method
Statement has been prepared, which details how a precautionary approach is to be adopted whilst
dismantling those parts of the building identified as having ‘low bat roost potential’ without having
undertaken the Dusk Emergence Bat Survey recommended in the original report.

The prepared Precautionary Method Statement should be strictly adhered to throughout the demolition
to ensure that impacts to bats are sufficiently reduced.

If a bat or evidence of roosting bats are found during the works, contractors at the site must follow the
protocols outlined in section 4.2 of the submitted Precautionary Working Method Statement.
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