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Arboricultural Method Statement 

Laund Hill Rugby Pitch 

16 March 2022 Rev A 

The steps forming the development process below are considered to have varying degrees of 
arboricultural importance and connectivity and have been set out in a logical, recommended 
sequence which the contractors should typically follow. It is important that the client and the 
appointed Site Arboriculturalist effectively communicate with each other, the site manager, the 
appointed contractors and their site operatives to ensure that all recommendations detailed within 
this report are executed correctly. 

Tool box talks and briefing sessions are encouraged and should be delivered by the Site Manager 
and/or the Site Arboriculturalist as appropriate. 

Relevant plans and tables for reference including the Tree Survey Schedule, Tree Constraints Plan, 
Tree Removals and Retentions Plan and Tree Protection Plan should be kept on site and made 
available for contractors for ease of reference. 

 

 
Stage 1 - Appoint Site Arboriculturalist 

The Client should appoint a Site Arboriculturalist whose role it will be to supervise where necessary 
and provide guidance on those aspects of the development which have the potential to cause 
damage to retained trees, either directly or indirectly. 

 

 
Stage 2 - Pre-construction site meeting 

To identify and discuss with the Client and Site Manager the constraints of the site in order to inform 
the Tree Protection Plan. To establish approximate construction timescales to identify key stages, 
where the presence of the Site Arboriculturalist may be required. 

To brief the Site Manager with any information specific details to facilitate the delivery of tool box 
talks and education of ALL contractors and deliveries associated with the construction on how their 
activities might affect the retained trees. 

Plans and tables for reference including the Tree Survey Schedule, Tree Constraints Plan, Tree 
Retentions and Removals Plan and Tree Protection Plan will be kept on site and made available for 
contractors. 
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Stage 3 - Pre-construction tree works 

The tree works detailed in the Arboricultural Impact Assessment should be carried out in accordance 
with the recommendations in BS3998:2010. Consideration should be given to statutory wildlife 
protection. 

 

 
Stage 4 - Identification and marking out of Root Protection Areas and position of 

temporary tree protection fencing. 

The Client and/or the Site Arboriculturalist should communicate to the appointed contractors the 
extents of the Root Protection Areas of retained trees and mark clearly on the ground, using tree- 
safe line marking paint, the locations for temporary tree protection fencing, any hand-dig areas, any 
no-dig areas and any ground protection areas as indicated on the Tree Protection Plan. 

 

 
Stage 5 - Installation of temporary ground protection measures. 

All plant and vehicles engaged in ground works, excavation or construction should either operate 
outside of Root Protection Areas or run on existing hard surfacing. It is not envisaged that any 
temporary ground protection will be necessary for this scheme. However, in the event that neither 
of these methods is possible or practical then the use of temporary ground protection will be 
required to facilitate access. 

Example specifications for ground protection, as per BS5837:2012, are detailed below. The use of 
ground protection will protect the roots of retained trees but care should also be taken to ensure 
that any plant or vehicles using it will not contact tree stems or any branches that extend 
beyond/above the ground protection. 

a) for pedestrian movements only, a single thickness of scaffold boards placed either on top 
of a driven scaffold frame, so as to form a suspended walkway, or on top of a compression- 
resistant layer (e.g. 100 mm depth of woodchip), laid onto a geotextile membrane; 

b) for pedestrian-operated plant up to a gross weight of 2000kg, proprietary, inter-linked 
ground protection boards placed on top of a compression-resistant layer (e.g. 150 mm depth 
of woodchip), laid onto a geotextile membrane; 

c) for wheeled or tracked construction traffic exceeding 2000kg gross weight, an alternative 
system (e.g. proprietary systems or pre-cast reinforced concrete slabs) to an engineering 
specification designed in conjunction with arboricultural advice, to accommodate the likely 
loading to which it will be subjected. 

 

 
Stage 6 - Erection of temporary tree protection fencing. 

The Site Manager and Site Arboriculturalist should oversee the erection of temporary tree 
protection fencing at locations as detailed in the Tree Protection Plan, at Appendix 4. 
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Temporary tree protection fencing should be erected prior to the commencement of any other 
works on site and its specification should meet that provided below. 

Figure 1. Two alternative specifications for protective barrier as BS5837:2012 
 

 
All-weather notices, at least A4 size, should be attached to alternate fence panels; a suitable 
example is shown at Appendix 1. 

Once the temporary tree protection fencing has been erected and any specified ground protection 
installed, it will serve as tree protection throughout the remaining duration of the project. The Site 
Arboriculturalist should confirm that it is fit for purpose and in accordance with the Tree Protection 
Plan, upon completion of its installation. Fencing will not be moved or altered, without prior 
agreement from the Site Arboriculturalist or Local Planning Authority. 
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Stage 7 - Demolition, excavation, ground works and construction 

The Root Protection Areas and soil volume within them, should be treated as sacrosanct and 
excavation, skimming or scraping should be avoided. 

All persons, plant and vehicles engaged in any demolition, excavation, ground works and 
construction should operate outside of Root Protection Areas and/or use temporary ground 
protection, specified as detailed above. 

Where practical, all demolition and excavation works will be undertaken inwards, from those areas 
outside of Root Protection Areas and/or using temporary ground protection. 

While not expected for this scheme, if tree roots are encountered and their severance proves 
necessary then this should be carried out only to the extent which is absolutely necessary to 
implement the planning permission, strictly in accordance with the principles and guidance, detailed 
in NJUG4 (at Appendix 2 which should be made available to contractors prior to work commencing) 
and ideally under the supervision of the Site Arboriculturalist. 

While not expected for this scheme, if any facilitation pruning of branches becomes necessary then 
this should be undertaken to the guidelines of BS3998:2010 by a competent tree surgeon and ideally 
under the supervision of the Site Arboriculturalist. 

A record should be kept of any root or branch pruning, including the location of such works, 
diameters and frequency of the roots/branches pruned. 

Site compound – This is located within an existing, fenced, bitmac surfaced, disused MUGA. 
Accordingly the existing hard surface will prevent potential soil compaction / contamination and 
prevent damage to any tree roots which may lie beneath. 

No construction materials, fuel, cement, spoil or waste should be stored within any Root Protection 
Areas. 

Demolition of shed – Part of the shed’s footprint lies within the Root Protection Area. These parts 
should be demolished in such a way that does not have potential to cause soil compaction, soil 
surface level change or directly damage tree roots beneath the existing shed and its concrete floor. 
This should be achievable through the skilful use of an excavator machine operating from outside of 
the Root Protection Area. Care should also be taken that the excavator’s arm does not contact tree 
stems or branches. 

Groundworks to create the pitch surface – A small number of Root Protection Areas of retained 
trees are encroached to a minor extent. It is considered that these incursions affect a sufficiently 
minor proportion of the outer parts of each Root Protection Area that no significant effects on the 
vitality or stability of the retained trees will result. Groundworks in the vicinity of retained trees 
should be conducted from outside of the RPAs. 

Pitch drainage system – This system is incorporated within the sub-surface of the pitch and is 
located completely outside of Root Protection Areas. The soakaways are also beneath the pitch and 
will not result in an increase in water input to soil / rock near to retained trees. No special 
installation methodology required. 
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Soil heap – This is located on an area of the new pitch’s sub-surface that already been constructed. It 
lies partly within the Root Protection Area of existing trees. However, the trees whose roots may be 
beneath it are identified for removal to facilitate the proposals and so no harm has been done to 
retained trees and so no particular precautions are necessary during its removal. 

Electrical conduit and posts for flood lights –These installations appear from the information 
provided to me to be located outside Root Protection Areas (contractors drawing at Appendix 3) in 
which case no special installation methodology would be required. However, if underground 
installations are required within Root Protection Areas then appropriate methodology should be 
developed in collaboration with the Site Arboriculturist. 

Bitmac path and Duralok spectator fencing – Almost completely outside Root Protection Areas with 
only insignificant incursion into the very outer edges of the Root Protection Areas of 2 retained 
trees. It is considered that this would not have any detrimental impact on the vitality or stability of 
the retained trees. No special installation methodology required. 

 

 
Stage 8 – Temporary tree protection fencing removal 

Temporary tree protection fencing (and any temporary ground protection used) should be retained 
in situ throughout the duration of the works and removed only when its use is considered 
unnecessary and any risk of damage to the retained trees and/or their Root Protection Areas, e.g. 
soil compaction from vehicles, plant or machinery, has passed. 

 

 
Stage 9 - Tree planting 

It is proposed that trees that are removed to facilitate the development will be replaced on a 1 for 1 
basis. A total of 18 trees are proposed for removal. The planting should be located in the area shown 
below, between retained trees and the proposed allotment area, and accord to the specification 
provided below. 

The following native species should be selected. They are recommended because they are 
considered suitable for the planting location and will increase the biodiversity and ecological 
benefits provided by the site. 

 
Species Number 

Holly 4 

Oak 2 

Hawthorn 2 

Rowan 2 

Pear 4 

Apple 4 
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Trees should be planted using the ‘single stake’ method, as illustrated below. 

Planting should take place during the period November to February inclusive. 

All trees for planting should be bare root and of ‘Standard’ size (i.e. 2.5 – 3.0m tall and stem girth 8 – 
10cm) and sourced from UK nurseries. 

Once planted and the tie has been fitted, a biodegradeable spiral guard at least 40cm tall should be 
fitted to protect the stem against rodent damage. 
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Figure 2. Diagram of planting method. 
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Figure 3. Proposed location for replacement tree planting 
 

 
 

Proposed planting, full drawing in the appendices 
 
 
 
 

 
Water immediately after planting and weekly in first growing season (10 – 20 litres) if the weather is 
dry. 
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Do not allow weeds or grass to grow within a 500mm radius of the stem and maintain any mulch 
applied to a depth of approximately 50mm. 

Ensure support canes remain firm and shelters clear of detritus. 
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Stage 10 - Landscaping 

A small area of allotments is proposed which will be located well away from retained trees. No 
special methodology would be required with respect to retained trees for horticultural use of this 
location. 

No details of any other landscaping have been included in this report. However, it is recommended 
that any levelling of areas within Root Protection Areas should be carried out by hand, without any 
significant change in ground surface level and with any voids to be filled with good quality topsoil 
and these areas should be grass seeded or turfed by hand. 

Any herbicide or fertiliser applications must strictly follow manufacturers instructions and products 
should be chosen that are designed to not be harmful to trees. 

 

 
Stage 11 – Tree inspection and maintenance 

Before the site is opened, the Site Arboriculturalist should undertake a formal inspection of all 
retained trees to ensure they present no hazards that would cause them to present unacceptable 
level of risk to property or people considering the use of the space around them. Prioritised 
recommended works should be presented and the land owner should undertake any tree works as 
recommended, the most urgent of which may potentially may need to be completed before the site 
opens. 

The Site Arboriculturalist should also inspect newly planted and retained trees for development 
related issues e.g. soil compaction, excavation in Root Protection Areas etc that the development 
works might have caused. 

All trees should be re-inspected at least every 3 years by a competent arboriculturalist, and also 
after severe weather events. 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 and 
the Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994 protect ALL wild birds, their nests (whether in 
use or being built) and eggs and other wild animals including bats and their roosts in or adjacent to 
trees. 
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In summary, you should make sure that there are no wild birds nesting in or bats roosting in or 
adjacent to the tree[s] that you are proposing to work on. It is a criminal offence to recklessly or 
intentionally destroy any bird, its nest or its eggs or any bat or its roost (even if the roost is not 
occupied at the time). 

Even if your trees are protected, obtaining consent from the Local Planning Authority will not 
override your responsibilities under the above wildlife acts. 

 
Stage 12 – Completion 

Notification to Local Planning Authority of completion. 

Enjoy! 
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Appendix 1. Suitable sign for temporary tree protection fencing 
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Appendix 2. NJUG guidance 
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Appendix 2 continued… 
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Appendix 3. Electrical duct runs for flood lighting 
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Appendix 4. Tree Protection Plan & Tree planting plan 

 

Tree Protection Plan: 
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Tree Planting Proposal Plan: 
 


