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200 Lichfield Lane 
Berry Hill 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 4RG 
 
Tel:  01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 
  
Email:  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk 
 
Web:   www.gov.uk/coalauthority 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the  Atten tion  of: Nina  Sayers – Case  Office r 
Kirklees Council 
 
[By Em a il: DC.Ad m in @kirk le e s .gov.u k ]  
 
20 Ju ly 2023 
  
Dear Nina  
 
PLANNING APPLICATION: 2023/ 62/ 91872/ E 
 
Ere ct ion  o f a gr icu lt u ra l b u ild in g; la n d  a d ja ce n t  t o  La n e  He a d  Roa d , Sh e p le y, 
Hu d d e rs fie ld , HD8 8BW 
 
Thank you for your consulta tion  le tte r of 11 Ju ly 2023 seeking the  views of the  Coa l 
Authority on  the  above  p lanning applica tion . 
 
The  Coa l Authority is  a  non-departm en ta l public body sponsore d  by the  Departm e nt 
for Energy Security and  Ne t Zero. As a  sta tu tory consu ltee , the  Coa l Au thority has a  du ty 
to  respond to  p lanning applica tions and  deve lopm ent p lans in  orde r to  pro tect the  
public and  the  e nvironm ent in  m ining a reas. 
 
The  Coa l Authority Re sponse : Ma t e r ia l Con s id e ra t ion   
 
I have  reviewed the  proposa ls and  confirm  tha t the  applica tion  site  fa lls  with in  the  
de fined  Deve lopm ent High  Risk Area . 
 

mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk
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The  Coa l Authority re cords ind ica te  tha t with in  the  app lica tion  site  and  surrounding 
a rea  the re  a re  coa l m in ing fea tures and  hazards, which  nee d  to  be  conside red  in  
re la tion  to  the  de te rm ina tion  of th is p lann ing applica tion , specifica lly probable  sha llow 
coa l m ine  workings. Voids and  broken  ground associa ted  with  such  workings can  pose  
a  risk of ground insta b ility and  m ay give  rise  to  the  em ission  of m ine  gases. 
 
The  Coa l Authority Re com m enda tion  to  the  LPA 
 
As you  will be  aware , the  Coa l Authority’s ge nera l approach  in  cases where  
deve lopm ent is  p roposed  with in  the  Deve lopm ent High  Risk Area  is  to  recom m end tha t 
the  applicant ob ta ins  coa l m in ing inform a tion  for the  applica tion  site  and  subm its a  
Coa l Min ing Risk Assessm ent to  support the  p lanning applica tion . 
 
However, and  whilst a  Coa l Mining Risk Assessm ent does not appear to  accom pany the  
p lanning applica tion , when conside ring the  na ture  of the  proposa ls the  Coa l Authority 
does not conside r tha t a  Coa l Min ing Risk Assessm ent would  be  proportiona te  in  th is 
pa rticu la r instance  and  d o  n o t  ob je ct  to  th is p lanning app lica tion .  
 
Notwithstanding the  above , and  the  in te re sts of public sa fe ty the  Coa l Au thority would  
recom m end tha t, should  p lanning pe rm ission  be  gran ted  for th is proposa l, the  
following wording is  included  as an  Inform ative  Note  with in  the  Decision  Notice : 
 
The proposed development lies within a n a rea  tha t has been defined by the Coa l Authority a s 
conta ining coa l mining fea tures a t surface or sha llow depth.  These fea tures may include: mine 
entries (sha fts a nd adits); sha llow coa l workings; geologica l fea tures (fissures and break lines); 
mine gas and former surface mining sites.  Although such fea tures a re seldom readily visible, 
they ca n often be present and problems can occur, pa rticula rly a s a  result of new development 
taking pla ce. 
 
Any form of development over or within the influencing distance of a  mine entry can be 
dangerous a nd ra ises significa nt land stability a nd public sa fety risks.  As a  genera l precautiona ry 
principle, the Coa l Authority considers tha t the building over or within the influencing distance 
of a  mine entry should be avoided.  In exceptiona l circumstance where this is unavoida ble, expert 
advice must be sought to ensure tha t a  suitable engineering design which takes into a ccount a ll 
the releva nt sa fety and environmenta l risk factors, including mine gas and mine-wa ter.  Your 
a ttention is drawn to the Coa l Authority Policy in rela tion to new development and mine entries 
ava ila ble a t: 
www.gov.uk/ governm ent / publica t ions/ building-on-or-wit hin-t he -influencing-
dist a nce-of-m ine-ent rie s 
 
Any intrusive activities which disturb or enter any coa l seams, coa l mine workings or coa l mine 
entries (sha fts and a dits) requires a  Coa l Authority Permit.  Such activities could include site 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
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investiga tion boreholes, excava tions for founda tions, piling a ctivities, other ground works and 
any subsequent trea tment of coa l mine workings and coa l mine entries for ground stability 
purposes. Fa ilure to obta in permission to enter or disturb our property will result in the potentia l 
for court action. 
 
If any coa l mining fea tures a re unexpectedly encountered during development, this should be 
reported immedia tely to the Coa l Authority on 0345 762 6848.  Further information is ava ilable 
on the Coa l Authority website a t: 
www.gov.uk/ governm ent / orga nisa t ions/ t he -coa l-a ut horit y 
 
 
Please  do not hesita te  to  contact m e  if you  would  like  to  d iscuss th is m a tte r furthe r. 
 
Yours since re ly  
 

Chris MacArthur 
Ch r is  Ma cAr t h u r  B.Sc.(Hons), DipTP, MRTPI 
Pla n n in g Lia ison  Ma n a ge r  
 
Discla im er 
 
The  above  consulta tion  response  is  p rovided  by The  Coa l Authority as a  Sta tu tory 
Consultee  and  is  based  upon the  la test ava ilab le  coa l m in ing da ta  on  the  da te  of the  
response , and  e lectronic consulta tion  records he ld  by The  Coa l Authority since  1 April 
2013.  The  com m ents m ade  are  a lso based  upon only the  inform ation  provided  to  The  
Coa l Authority by the  Loca l Planning Authority and/or has been  published  on  the  
Council's  website  for consulta tion  purposes in  re la tion  to  th is specific p lann ing 
applica tion .  The  views and  conclusions conta ined  in  th is re sponse  m ay be  sub ject to  
review and  am endm ent by The  Coa l Authority if add itiona l or new da ta /inform ation  
(such  as a  revised  Coa l Mining Risk Asse ssm ent) is  p rovided  by the  Loca l Planning 
Authority or the  App licant for consulta tion  purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/the-coal-authority
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