
RE: Application 2023/62/91491/W - Prickleden Mills, Woodhead Road, HD9 2JU 
I oppose these plans in their current form for the following reasons. 

1. Design 
A. The plans display, at the highest elevation, 7-story high rise blocks far taller than any other 

buildings in the area. Existing views will be blocked out, natural sunlight will be dramatically 
reduced and they will be overbearing, out of place and overlook the existing properties on 
Woodhead Road - (Especially numbers 25 - 39) and Lower Mill Lane. A huge loss of privacy 
given the height and proximity to the existing properties. The proposed development will 
dwarf all the existing buildings in the conservation area and will be unsightly. (Opinion based 
on current plans and elevation diagrams) 

B. The plans don’t address or take into account the current waste water pipes which run the 
length of the site. The area was cleared by a digger in September 2020 and caused a 
blockage resulting in a manhole leaking out effluent above ground next to the mill pond. 
Yorkshire water were contacted and ultimately resolved the matter. What solutions are in place 
for waste water management? Will the pipes need to be rebuilt and relaid as the existing ones 
can’t be built on or near to?. What measures will be taken to ensure that no waste water will 
pollute the mill pond and the River Holme and what about accessibility for future 
maintenance?


2. Traffic Flow and Congestion 
A. Holmfirth is a quaint and attractive historical Town in a conservation area. It is a popular tourist 

attraction which is a huge boost for the local businesses and economy. This also brings in 
additional traffic, especially in the summer months. The area has seen a large amount of new 
housing developments and I understand that the area of Upperthong has reached it’s pre-
existing quota for new builds. If so many new, age-restricted apartments are deemed 
important for the needs of the locality then why is this development being advertised far 
beyond the boundaries of Holmfirth?. 


B. Given the large scale construction of this project, including the building of a new bridge from 
Lower Mill Lane, it can be assumed that the building phase will take many years before 
completion. The centre of Holmfirth is already a heavily congested bottleneck which regularly 
comes to a standstill when large vehicles pass through. Heavy plant and construction vehicles 
would have to access the site from Hollowgate and then Lower mill Lane adding further to the 
congestion. Given that Hollowgate is almost a single lane road with parking both sides and 
many pedestrians there is an increased risk of an accident or damage to vehicles or property. 
No doubt the businesses on this stretch will also suffer negatively with potential loss of trade. 
Lower Mill Lane is also a narrow stretch of road but residential. Heavy plant vehicles will no 
doubt cause long-term disruption to business and residents alike. Plus the construction 
workers. Where will they park while works are ongoing?


C. After completion it could be assumed that at least 61 additional cars will be using this route. 
Some of the properties may have 2 vehicles. Despite the age restriction, many people 
continue to work well into their 60’s so multiple car journeys to and from the site per day can 
be envisaged. Along with delivery drivers, family and friend visitors, health visitors and 
emergency services will all contribute to the previously mentioned congestion.


D. Children often play on and around Lower Mill Lane which will become the main access road 
for plant and building related vehicles. Hollowgate is on the school run for pupils of both 
Upper Nabb junior school and Holmfirth High School.


3. Environment, Conservation and Biodiversity 
A.  While acknowledging that Prickleden Mills is a brownfield site (formerly a mill and cottage 

were present up until about 12 years ago before demolition), it should be acknowledged that a 
great number of species are present. It is an important wildlife corridor being situated next to 
the River Holme, surrounded by trees and fields beyond. Prior to the land clearance in 
September / October 2020 the area had a diverse ecology of plants, animals, birds, insects 
and invertebrates. Sadly many would have perished in the clearance but many species are 
gradually returning. A number of “Birds of conservation concern 4” (BoCC4) are present, and 
nesting, from the national red list and the amber list along with Hedgehogs, bats and newts. 
The current plans display no additional benefit to preserve the species and fall short of 
supporting biodiversity. Although the mill pond will be retained all the surrounding vegetation 
would be cleared around the entirety of the pond having a severe impact on the existing 



wildlife which use this area.This is in breach of the National Planning Policy Framework (15. 
Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment 170 “a -f”, 171 & 172.) 

Another area of concern is a lack of consultation by the developers with the residents and 
businesses in the locality. This development would have a profound and lasting impact on both 
groups.
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