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1 Introduction 

1.1 Brindle & Green Ecological Consultants Ltd were commissioned by Acumen 

Designers Architects to compile a Landscape and Ecological Management Plan 

(LEMP) in relation to a full planning application to support the development of 

three residential apartment buildings and underground car park, with associated 

soft landscaping, facilitated by partial site clearance. A bridge is also proposed to 

be constructed across the River Holme to facilitate access to additional parking 

on the southern bankside. Design plans are presented within Appendix 1 of the 

report. 

 

1.2 This document seeks to assess the impacts and provide management measures 

to safeguard protected and priority species during development. 

 The content of the LEMP shall include the following: 

a) Description and evaluation of features to be managed. 

b) Ecological trends and constraints on site that might influence management. 

c) Aims and objectives of management. 

d) Appropriate management options for achieving aims and objectives and 

securing proposed net gain on site. 

e) Prescriptions for management actions. 

f) Preparation of a work schedule (including an annual work plan capable of being 

rolled forward over a 30-year period). 

g) Details of the body or organisation responsible for implementation of the plan. 

h) Ongoing monitoring and remedial measures 

 

1.3 This document refers to the findings of the Ecological Impact Assessment 

(BG20.316, August 2021) to provide an indicative timescale for implementation 

of the mitigation and compensation measures to be undertaken prior to the 

commencement of works onsite (Table 1), during construction and ongoing post 

construction management relating to habitat management. 

 

1.4 This document should inform the management of retained and enhanced habitats 

within the site ownership particularly along the River Holme and riparian wetland 

habitats. This LEMP will also inform supplementary planting within the site 

ownership and the planting plan for the soft landscaping scheme (BG20.316.3, 

December 2021) within the red line boundary into order to improve connectivity 

between areas of optimal habitat for native protected species. The planting 
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proposals onsite should support species-rich and low maintenance grassland, 

native scrub, and native hedgerow to provide year-round interest and offer a 

compensatory commuting and foraging pathway for native species.  

 

1.5 Deviation from the design plans detailed within Appendix 1 may necessitate 

amendments to this document at a later stage. If construction has not 

commenced within one year of the date of this report, the document may require 

reviewing and/or updating.  
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2 Description and Evaluation of Features 
to be managed 

 
2.1 The site was the subject of an extended phase one habitat survey and further 

protected species surveys undertaken by Brindle and Green during March – July 

2021, the results of which are reported within the Ecological Impact Assessment 

(BG20.316, August 2021). Whilst no resident populations of protected species 

were recorded on site, the River Holme which runs centrally through site, offers 

suitable habitat for the transitional presence of otter (Lutra lutra) and water vole 

(Arvicola amphibius), as such, where possible the bankside habitat and wildlife 

corridor will be enhanced through suitable management practices for the benefit 

of protected species.    

 

2.2 The application site is approximately 1.1ha in extent and was dominated by 

ephemeral/short perennial vegetation and bare ground. The River Holme runs 

centrally (east to west) through site which supports steep vegetative banksides 

interspersed with section of brick retaining walls. Where possible, the bank will 

be enhanced with ongoing management, including the removal of invasive 

species including Indian balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) and Japanese 

knotweed (Fallopia japonica).  

 

2.3 A large pond is present within the western portion of the site, of which the water 

level will be reduced by 400mm for attenuation purposes. The newly exposed 

banksides will be enhanced for native flora and fauna, subject to minimal 

management practices. A steeply elevated bankside defines the southern 

boundary of the site and supports scattered trees of varying maturity. It is 

recommended that several of the low value, failing silver birch are felled and 

underplanted with native scrub species. Given access limitations, this area will 

be minimally managed.  

 

2.4 The site is situated at the southern edge of Holmfirth directly south of the A6024, 

with residential development present immediately to the north, east and west. 

The wider environment to the south comprises arable and pastoral farmland 

interspersed by hedgerows with treelines and small pockets of woodland 

becoming dominant in the landscape. 
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3 Aims and Objectives of Management 
 

3.1 The Landscape Management Plan seeks to secure long term enhancement 

prescriptions and their long-term management to conserve and enhance the 

ecological and landscape value of the site and adjacent habitat through 

safeguarding and enhancing the ecological and physical integrity. 

 

3.2 Objective 1: Maintain and Protect existing conservation value of retained 

features 

 Retain the connective value of the riparian habitat associated with the River 

Holme through enhancement and management of colonising, successional 

bankside vegetation, including underplanting and management of the southern 

boundary buffer. The Mill Pond to the west of the site will be enhanced through 

planting of wetland species along the bankside to create a species-rich and 

diverse habitat for the benefit of native species. Control the presence and spread 

of invasive weeds. 

3.3 Objective 2: Creation of new habitats to safeguard local protected species 

populations. 

 Native hedgerows and soft landscaping to increase structural diversity within 

areas of open space, maintaining a minimal management approach where 

possible.  

3.4 Objective 3: Monitor and review the success of the implemented strategy.  

 Maintain a flexible management approach which responds to the changing needs 

of the landscape and ecology of the site. The success of habitat management 

and the implementation of woodland management should be monitored annually 

for 5 years and reviewed at 5 year intervals for the length of the management 

plan. 

3.5 Enhancement and management prescriptions are influenced by the results of the 

Ecological Impact Assessment and seek pre and post construction planting and 

management within the wilder site ownership to safeguard the ecological function 

of the wetland habitats for protected species within the zone of influence and 

downstream of the River Holme. Subsequent recommendations for the site are 

focused towards creating artificial refugia within the scheme footprint to increase 

the carrying capacity of the site.   
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6 Details of the Organisation responsible for 
the implementation of the plan. 

 
6.1 Implementation: 

6.1.1 The Developer (Acumen Designers and Architects) will be responsible for 

implementing the management associated with this condition up to the point of site 

occupation and thereafter the Landlord/Tenant will be responsible for administering the 

Plan. Details of the obligations will be included with Operations & Maintenance 

Manuals for the building. 

 

6.1.2 Any transference of responsibility of this plan should be undertaken with the 

appropriate appointment of a competent organisation capable of delivering the detailed 

measures within this document. The organisation implementing this plan will be 

undertaken by a management company with the necessary certificates of competence 

to implement landscape management operation on site. The management 

organisation will ensure that management complies with best practice standards and 

all relevant health and safety procedures, protection of the environment, avoidance of 

pollution and protection of protected species and habitats.  

 

6.2 Management period: 

The management period of this plan is thirty years. In order to ensure that the plan 

continues to remain appropriate, applicable and effective, a review will be undertaken 

by both the landowner, and the controlling authority, to ensure that all information 

contained within the document remains relevant. This review will be undertaken once 

every 5 years. Should it be determined that the conservation aims of the management 

plan are not being met, remedial action will then be identified, agreed and implemented 

so that the development still delivers the fully functioning biodiversity objectives of the 

originally approved scheme. 

 

6.3 Controlling Authority 

The controlling authority are Holmfirth District Council, who should be consulted on 

any matters relating to the existing trees and the approved proposals for the scheme. 

 






















