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200 Lichfield Lane 
Berry Hill 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 4RG 
 
Tel:  01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 
  
Email:  planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk 
 
Web:   www.gov.uk/coalauthority 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the  Atten tion  of: Ms L Bearcroft – Case  Office r  
Kirklees Council 
 
[By Em a il: DC.Ad m in @kirk le e s .gov.u k ]  
 
30th May 2023  
  
Dear Ms Bearcroft 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION: 2023/ 44/ 91305/ W  
 
Disch a rge  con d it ion s  5 (Cod e  o f Con s t ru ct ion  Pra ct ice ), 6 (Con s t ru ct ion  Tra ffic 
Ma n a ge m e n t  Pla n ), 10 (Con t a m in a t e d  La n d ) o f d e e m e d  p la n n in g p e rm iss ion  
gra n t e d  b y t h e  De p a r t m e n t  fo r  Tra n sp or t  in  r e la t ion  t o  Th e  Ne t w ork  Ra il 
(Hu d d e rs fie ld  t o  We st t ow n  (De w sb u ry) Im p rove m e n t s  Or d e r  2022, St a ge  3 o f t h e  
De ve lop m e n t ; Ra ilw a y Lin e  An d  Associa t e d  La n d  Be t w e e n , Hu d d e rs fie ld  An d  
We st t ow n  (d e w sb u ry), Wit h in  Th e  Ord e r  Lim it s  Of Th e  Ne t w ork  Ra il, 
(h u d d e rs fie ld  To  We st t ow n  (d e w sb u ry), Im p rove m e n t s  Ord e r  2022 
 
Thank you for your notifica tion  of the  10th  May 2023 in  respect of the  above .  
 
The  Coa l Authority is  a  non-departm en ta l public body sponsore d  by the  Departm e nt 
for Energy Security and  Ne t Zero.  As a  sta tu tory consultee , The  Coa l Authority has a  
du ty to  respond to  p la nning applica tions and  deve lopm ent p lans in  orde r to  protect the  
public and  the  e nvironm ent in  m ining a reas. 
 

mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk
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Our records ind ica te  tha t with in  the  a rea  of the  Order the re  a re  recorded  coa l m in ing 
fea tures present a t surface  and  sha llow depth  including; m ine  en trie s, sha llow coa l 
workings, surface  m ining and  reported  surface  hazards. These  fea tures pose  a  poten tia l 
risk to  surface  stab ility and  public sa fe ty.   
 
We  have  previously com m ente d  on  d ischa rge  of conditions in  re la tion  to  th is Order, 
under p lanning re fe rence  2022/44/93858/W, in  a  le tte r to  the  LPA da ted  28th Decem ber 
2022, and  p lanning re fe rence  2022/44/93945/W in  a  le tte r to  the  LPA da ted  9th January 
2023.     
 
I noted  tha t the  Inspe ctors Report, da ted  9 March  2022, had  been  reviewed, including 
the  conditions im posed  on  the  Order gran ted , none  of which  re la te  to  coa l m in ing 
fea tures and  the  risks these  m ay pose  to  the  deve lopm en t. On  th is basis we  had  no 
com m ents to  m ake  on  the  d ischarge  of conditions as proposed .  Our response  rem ains 
the  sam e  to  th is curren t d ischarge  of cond ition  consulta tion .   
 
However, notwithsta nding the  om ission  to  im pose  a  re levant condition  in  respect of 
coa l m in ing legacy fe a tures, we  would  still expect the  risks pose d  by these  fea tures to  
be  properly conside red .  Any rem edia l works necessa ry to  ensure  the  sa fe ty and  
stab ility of the  works proposed  should  be  im plem en ted  on  site  in  a  tim e ly m anner.    
 
The  Coa l Authority is  of the  op in ion  tha t bu ild ing over the  top  of, or in  close  proxim ity 
to , m ine  e n trie s should  be  avoide d  wherever possib le , eve n  a fte r they have  bee n  
capped , in  line  with  our adopted  policy: 
h ttps:/ /www.gov.uk/governm en t/pub lica tions/build ing-on-or-with in-the -influencing-
d istance-of-m ine-en trie s 
 
SUDs  
It should  be  noted  tha t where  SUDs a re  proposed  as pa rt of the  deve lopm ent schem e 
conside ra tion  will ne e d  to  be  given  to  the  im plica tions of th is in  re la tion  to  the  stab ility 
and  public sa fe ty risks posed  by coa l m in ing legacy.  The  deve loper should  seek the ir 
own advice  from  a  technica lly com pete nt pe rson  to  ensure  tha t a  proper a ssessm ent 
has been  m ade  of the  pote n tia l in te raction  be tween hydro logy, the  proposed  dra inage  
system  and  ground stab ility, including the  im plica tions th is m ay have  for any m ine  
workings which  m ay be  present be nea th  the  site .       
 
Mine  Gas 
It shou ld  be  noted  tha t wherever coa l re sources or coa l m ine  fe a tures exist a t sha llow 
depth  or a t the  surface , the re  is  the  pote n tia l for m ine  gases to  e xist. These  risks should  
a lways be  conside red  by the  LPA.   The  Planning & Deve lopm ent team  a t the  Coa l 
Authority, in  its  role  of sta tu tory consultee  in  the  p lanning process, on ly com m e nts on  
gas issues if our da ta  ind ica tes tha t ga s em issions have  been  recorded  on  the  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries
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site .  However, the  absence  of such  a  com m ent shou ld  not be  in te rpre ted  to  im ply tha t 
the re  a re  no gas risks present.  Whether or not specific em issions have  been  noted  by 
the  Coa l Authority, loca l p lanning au thoritie s should  seek the ir own technica l advice  on  
the  gas hazards tha t m ay exist, and  appropria te  m easures to  be  im plem en ted , from  
technica lly com pete n t pe rsonne l. 
 
Please  do not hesita te  to  contact m e  if you  would  like  to  d iscuss th is m a tte r furthe r. 
 
Yours since re ly  
 
Melanie Lindsley  
Me la n ie  Lin d s le y BA (Hons), DipEH, DipURP, MA, PGCertUD, PGCertSP, MRTPI    

De ve lop m e n t  Te a m  Le a d e r  (Pla n n in g)    
 
Genera l Inform ation  for the  Applicant 
 
Under the  Coa l Industry Act 1994 any in trusive  activitie s, including in itia l site  
investiga tion  boreholes, and/or any subsequent trea tm ent of coa l m ine  workings/coa l 
m ine  en trie s for ground stab ility purposes require  the  prior written  pe rm ission  of The  
Coa l Authority, since  such  activitie s can  have  se rious pub lic hea lth  and  sa fe ty 
im plica tions.  Fa ilure  to  obta in  pe rm ission  will re su lt in  tre spass, with  the  poten tia l for 
court action .  In  the  e vent tha t you  a re  proposing to  undertake  such  work in  the  Forest 
of Dean  loca l au thority a rea  our pe rm ission  m ay not be  requ ire d ; it is  recom m ended  
tha t you  check with  us prior to  com m encing any works.  Applica tion  form s for Coa l 
Authority pe rm ission  and  furthe r gu idance  can  be  obta ine d  from  The  Coa l Authority’s 
website  a t:www.gov.uk/ge t-a -pe rm it-to-dea l-with-a -coa l-m ine-on-your-property   
 
Discla im er 
 
The  above  consulta tion  response  is  p rovided  by The  Coa l Authority as a  Sta tu tory 
Consultee  and  is  based  upon  the  la test ava ilab le  da ta  on  the  da te  of the  response , and  
e lectronic consulta tion  records he ld  by The  Coa l Authority since  1 April 2013.  The  
com m ents m ade  a re  a lso based  upon only the  inform ation  provide d  to  The  Coa l 
Authority by the  Loca l Plann ing Au thority a nd/or has been  pub lished  on  the  Council's  
website  for consulta tion  purposes in  re la tion  to  th is specific p lanning applica tion .  The  
views and  conclusions conta ine d  in  th is  re sponse  m ay be  subject to  review and 
am endm ent by The  Coa l Au thority if add itiona l or new da ta /inform ation  (such  as a  
revised  Coa l Mining Risk Assessm ent) is  p rovided  by the  Loca l Planning Authority or the  
Applicant for consulta tion  purposes. 
 
In formula ting this response The Coa l Authority ha s ta ken full a ccount of the professiona l 
conclusions rea ched by the competent person who ha s prepa red the Coa l Mining Risk 

http://www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property
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Assessment or other simila r report.  In the event tha t a ny future cla im for lia bility a rises in 
rela tion to this development The Coa l Authority will ta ke full a ccount of the views, conclusions 
a nd mitiga tion previously expressed by the professiona l a dvisers for this development in 
rela tion to ground conditions a nd the a ccepta bility of development. 
 


