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1. Summary 

1.1.1 This Ecological Design Strategy (EDS) was commissioned by Jonathan Mayo, on 
behalf of the client Heywood Homes Ltd in order to inform the proposed construction 
of up to 35 dwellings on approximately 1.2ha of land, located off Wesley Avenue in 
Netherthong.  

1.1.2 This work was commissioned in order to inform the discharge of Condition 16 of the 
planning permission (APP/Z4718/W/21/3276678). 

1.1.3 The outline planning application was informed by an Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EcIA), undertaken by Middleton Bell Ecology in July 2020 (MBE, 2020). Specific 
ecological enhancement proposals were subsequently included in the updated 2022 
EcIA (MBE, 2022). The purpose of this Ecological Design Strategy (EDS) is to 
formalise these prescriptions within the proposed layout. The findings of the EcIA 
have informed the writing of this EDS. 

 
1.1.4 This EDS details the creation of a 0.19 ha area of open space at the northern end of 

the site comprising a wildflower meadow with fruit trees. An embankment on the 
south boundary will be planted with dwarf shrub. In addition, a species rich hedgerow 
will be planted along the western boundary all of which are presented in an appended 
landscaping plan. 

1.1.5 This EDS also includes the prescription for the installation of integrated bat or swift 
boxes in each new dwelling on the site. Swift boxes have been chosen in preference 
to other types of integrated bird boxes, as research has shown many common 
species of bird that nest in buildings will readily use swift boxes. 

1.1.6 Holes of an appropriate size to facilitate the free movement of hedgehog will be cut 
at all fence or wall junctions and also at select locations within lengths of boundary 
wall or fences of the site.  

1.1.7 Eighteen new fruit trees a mix of native crab apple, wild cherry and domestic apple 
will be planted within the open space on site. In addition, native broad-leaved trees 
will be planted across the wider site.  
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2. Introduction 

2.1.1 This Ecological Design Strategy (EDS) was commissioned by Jonathan Mayo, on 
behalf of the client Heywood Homes Ltd in order to inform the proposed construction 
of up to 35 dwellings on approximately 1.2ha of land, located off Wesley Avenue in 
Netherthong, Holmfirth Barnsley (Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: SE 13639 
09744). The site location is shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Site location indicated by red line  

 

2.1.2 This work was commissioned in order to address Condition 16 of the planning 
permission (APP/Z4718/W/21/3276678), which states: 

19.) Details of ‘layout’, ‘landscaping’ and ‘appearance’ submitted 
pursuant to condition 1 shall include an Ecological Design Strategy that 
details a scheme of measures to provide a demonstrable net gain for 
biodiversity on the site. 
 
The agreed scheme shall be fully implemented before the development 
is brought into use. 



2.1.3 The outline planning application was informed by an Ecological Impact Assessment 
(EcIA), undertaken by Middleton Bell Ecology in July 2020 (MBE, 2020). Specific 
ecological mitigation and enhancement proposals were subsequently included in the 
updated 2022 EcIA (MBE, 2022). The purpose of this Ecological Design Strategy 
(EDS) is to formalise these prescriptions within the proposed layout. The findings of 
the EcIA have informed the writing of this EDS. 

3. Purpose and Conservation Objectives          

3.1.1 The strategy is to achieve the following: 

• To provide a 0.19 ha area of open space at the northern end of the site 
comprising a wildflower meadow. 

• To include within the proposals, new plantings of fruit trees to enhance the 
ecological value of green spaces. 

• To provide a priority habitat comprising dwarf shrub on an embankment along 
the south boundary. 

• To create a species rich hedgerow along the western boundary. 

• To provide native or wildlife friendly ornamental tree and shrub planting within 
new domestic gardens on the site.   

• To provide hedgehog with free access of movement for this species between 
adjacent properties and on and off site. 

• To provide new bat roost provision within the proposed scheme. 

• To provide new provision for nesting birds that utilise buildings within the 
proposed scheme. 

4. Detailed Scheme Prescription 

4.1.1 Eight mitigation/enhancement measures are described here. For detail of all 
landscaping specification, preparation and maintenance refer to the landscaping plan 
in Appendix 1. All other measures are detailed fully within this section of the report.   

Wildflower meadow seeding 

4.1.2 The public open space will be seeded with Emorsgate EM1 standard neutral meadow 
mix comprising 90% grasses including red fescue Festuca rubra, common bent 
Agrostis capillaris, Crested dogstail Cynosurus cristatus, smaller cat’s-ear Phleum 
bertolonii and smooth-stalked meadow-grass Poa pratensis.   Wildflowers comprise 
Yarrow Achillea millefolium, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, oxeye daisy 
Leucanthemum vulgare, musk mallow Malva moschata, ribwort plantain Plantago 
lanceolata, salad burnet Poterium sanguisorba, meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 
and yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor. The seed mix is best sown on a nutrient deficient 
substrate for optimum success.  

Fruit trees 

4.1.3 Eighteen new fruit trees in total will be planted within public open space. Fruit trees 
provide food for pollinating insects, fruit for a range of faunal species in late 
summer/autumn and are also valuable hosts for fungi and lichens.  

4.1.4 It is recommended that six of the new fruit trees comprise native crab apple Malus 
slyvestris.  The remaining trees will comprise wild cherry Prunus avium and domestic 
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Persons responsible for implementation of works 
 

5.1.1 The developer (Heywood Homes Ltd) is responsible for the purchase of materials 
and the installation or planting of ecological enhancement features specified in this 
document.  

Aftercare and long-term maintenance 

5.1.2 No maintenance is strictly required for bat, bird or hedgehog features.  

5.1.3 New trees and dwarf shrub should be watered once a week during dry spells over 
the first two summers.   
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