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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

My name is Patrick Gibson  

I am a qualified arborist and Lantra Professional Tree Inspector. I also have 

technician status with the Arboriculture association. 

I have 20 years’ experience within the industry ranging from ground worker, 

climbing arborist, surveyor, Professional tree inspector and contracts manager 

for London borough of Ealing. 

Currently I am director of Holme Valley Arboriculture. 

I am also a field ecologist with 10 years bat surveying experience. 

 

Contact details: 

Address:   

5 Field Drive 

Cinderhills 

Holmfirth 

HD9 1EJ 

holmevalleyarb@outlook.com 

Tel: 01484 981564 

Mob: 07493804229  

Find us on Facebook @HolmeValleyArboriculture 
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Brief 

 

I have been commissioned by Tracy Burgin at Old Railway Goods Yard, 

Milnsbridge, to perform a visual tree assessment and arboricultural report on 

mature Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) due to concerns that the tree has 

become too big for site and failure would cause considerable damage to the 

property at 42 Scar Lane, Milnsbridge , Huddersfield ,HD3 4PN . 

See Maps 
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METHOD STATEMENT 

 

I visited the site on 06/11/2022. The weather was clear and visibility good. 

I performed a visual tree assessment of a mature, Acer Pseudoplatanus 

(sycamore)  

This consisted of taking measurement of stem diameter at breast height, 

crown dimensions from cardinal points - North, East, South & West. 

Also, the crown was inspected for potential structural faults and indicators of 

decay and hazardous limbs, dead wood and potential indicators of ecological 

value i.e. bat roosts.  

All inspection were done from the ground. 
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SITE DESCRIPTION AND STATUS 

CONSERVATION AREA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M 

The site is situated to the rear of 42 Scar Lane Milnsbridge , Huddersfield and can be 

described as a gated yard , recent excavations are evident . some out buildings in use 

are present. 

The site is subject to conservation status and is within Kirklees Council boundaries. 
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MAP 1 
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MAP 2  
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TREE DATA 

Tree Survey Data 

Tree Species Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) 

 

Age Range/ classification  

(see page .. classification chart) 

Young mature  

 

Height (m) 14m 

 

Stem DBH (m) 800mm 

 

Total Crown Spread (m) N – 8.9m 

E – 0 

S – 8m 

W – 8m 

Remaining Life Expectancy 30 Years 

 

Vitality poor 

 

Comments  

 

Refer to digital images  
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Digital Images  

 

1        2    

  

 

3                  4     
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Digital Images 

 

5                          6   
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Ecological considerations  

The ecological value of trees cannot be understated. Throughout their life 

cycles trees provide habitat for many species.    

So, in its decline, trees also provide a varied habitat for a diversity of flora and 

fauna, this habit changes throughout the stages of decline therefore 

consideration must be given to within any management plan.  
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Conclusion 

Tree safety management is a matter of limiting the risk of significant harm 

from tree failure whist maintaining the benefit offered by trees, and retaining 

mature trees where ever possible, decline in trees may take decades and the 

ecological value of this decline cannot be understated. 
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Recommendations  

Retain for conservation value. Reduce to 3m and manage as a coppice. 

5-7 year rotation. 

All timber to stay on site and stacked in tidy habitat piles. Chip to remain on 

site. Potential of failure due to unbalanced crown, basal cavity and excavated 

root plate damage.  
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Closing Statement  

Trees are biological dynamic organisms and therefore subject to change. This 

change can be seasonal, no responsibility can be taken for such change and 

therefor regular surveys of trees should be undertaken. This survey is valid for 

one year only. 

 

 

Patrick Gibson               28TH Nov 2022 

n.c.h.Arb 

Lantra PTI 
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TREE AGE CLASSIFICATION CHART 
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