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1. Summary 

1.1.1 The Biodiversity Habitat Enhancement Scheme (BHES) for Land to the Rear of 
Helme Lane was originally commissioned by architect Dan Heneghan of Farrar 
Bamforth Associates Ltd on behalf of the client Conroy Brook on 25th June 2018. An 
update of the BEHS to reflect a revised site layout was commissioned by Will 
Haywood of Conroy Brook on 4th January 2023.  

1.1.2 The BHES was originally requested in order to address Condition 17 of the outline 

planning permission (Application No: 2016/60/93411/W) which is presented below: 

17. Prior to development commencing, details of a biodiversity habitat 
enhancement scheme shall be submitted for the written approval of the Local 
Planning Authority. The scheme shall include details and potential locations for 
bat/bird roost opportunities within the new development and neighbouring trees. 
The scheme shall be implemented prior to the occupation of any dwellings/ plots 
containing such opportunities. 

1.1.3 A detailed scheme prescription is included in this BHES which includes hedgehog 
friendly plot boundary fences or walls, the provision and installation of four new 
potential bat roosting features integral to the fabric of the new dwellings and 14 house 
sparrow boxes either integral to the fabric of the buildings or installed under soffits.   

1.1.4 A landscaping plan for the site includes the planting of 28 new standard trees, a new 
length of native species rich hedge and small new areas of grass-wildflower mix, as 
well as new areas of ornamental planting and amenity grassland/lawn.   
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2. Introduction 

2.1.1 The Biodiversity Habitat Enhancement Scheme (BHES) for Land to the Rear of 125 
Helme Lane was originally commissioned by architect Dan Heneghan of Farrar 
Bamforth Associates Ltd on behalf of the client Conroy Brook on 25th June 2018. An 
update of the BEHS to reflect a revised site layout was commissioned by Will 
Haywood of Conroy Brook on 4th January 2023.  

2.1.2 The scheme comprises the construction of 41 dwellings on a c.1.2 ha plot of land 
accessed from Helme Lane on the northern edge of Meltham.   

2.1.3 The BHES was originally requested in order to address Condition 17 of the outline 
planning permission (Application No: 2016/60/93411/W) which is presented below: 

17. Prior to development commencing, details of a biodiversity habitat 
enhancement scheme shall be submitted for the written approval of the Local 
Planning Authority. The scheme shall include details and potential locations for 
bat/bird roost opportunities within the new development and neighbouring trees. 
The scheme shall be implemented prior to the occupation of any dwellings/ plots 
containing such opportunities. 

2.1.4 The scheme was under construction at the time of this report revision, with bat and 
bird box locations selected to reflect this.  

2.1.5 The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of the site was completed in July 2016 (MEC, 
2016).     

3.  Purpose and Conservation Objectives          

3.1.1 The strategy is to achieve the following: 

• To ensure the optimal benefits of biodiversity are achieved in line with the aims 
of NPPF Section 11. 

• To provide bat roost provision suitable for a crevice dwelling species. 

• To ensure correct locations of bat roost on site to maximise their likelihood of 
being used. 

• To ensure the free movement of hedgehogs throughout the site.  

• To ensure a soft landscaping scheme is implemented that contains native 
species of wildflowers, trees and shrubs. 
 

4.  Review of Site Potential and Constraints 

Existing site  
 

4.1.1 The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report (MEC, 2016) described the site has 
been of relatively low ecological value, based on evidence that the grassland on site 
had been significantly improved by the application of organic (Seaweed fertilizer) and 
inorganic fertilizer between 1996 and 2011 (owner, pers. comm.).  

4.1.2 At the time of the initial survey undertaken by MEC on 6th July 2016 habitats present 
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on site included a species poor semi-improved grassland, buildings (stables) and a 
little tall ruderal vegetation.   

Habitat assessment 

4.1.3 The site is located at the northern edge of Meltham in a somewhat semi-rural location 
adjacent to a broad-leaved woodland.  The immediate surrounding area consisted 
predominantly of improved grassland, woodland and residential development. 
Consequently, land adjacent to the northeast boundary of the site was expected to 
be used as part of a wider commuting route (corridor) for a range of mammalian and 
avian species (see Figure 1).  

4.1.4 Considering that the site is located near to woodlands and other good foraging 
habitat, the potential for the future use of the proposed bat roost provision was 
considered to be high. 

Figure 1.  Site, as indicated by red line boundary     

            



 

 

5. Detailed Scheme Prescription 

 
Maintenance and access for hedgehogs  

 
5.1.1 Boundaries to individual dwellings must provide for the free movement of hedgehogs 

through the site by installing hedgehog friendly fences or dry stone walls (see Plates 
1 & 2).  Holes measuring at least 12 cm x 12 cm should be provided in the locations 
shown on Appendix 1.  

Plates 1 & 2.  Hedgehog friendly fences 

       

Bat roost enhancements 

5.1.2 Four of the dwellings will have bat boxes integral to the fabric of the building (see 
Plates 3 & 4) installed high on gables in the locations shown on Appendix 1.   It is 
recommended the PRO UK Build-in WoodStone Bat Box is the model of integral bat 
box fitted.  Build-in habitat products are particularly beneficial because it is almost 

guaranteed that they will remain useable whilst the structure is still standing.  

5.1.3 The PRO-UK Build-in Woodstone Bat Box is a crevice box designed to appeal to a 
range of bat species including the most common Pipistrellus species  

Plates 3 & 4. PRO UK Build-in WoodStone Bat Box 

                                
 

5.1.4 The proposed new dwellings subject to the planning application will be constructed 
of stone with a concrete tiled roof.   Bat boxes are to be incorporated into the masonry 
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Appendix 1. Bat and Bird Box Plan 

 



 

 

Appendix 2. Landscaping Plan 












