
 

 
 

Consultation Response from KC, 
Ecology Unit 
2023/90209 Land off, Thornhill Road, Dewsbury, WF12 9QE 
Erection of detached dwelling and two storey workshops 
Date Responded: 27/02/2023 
Responding Officer: Gareth Hey 
Responding Ref: 
Assessment 
No ecological information has been submitted along with the application; therefore, the 
assessment of the ecological impacts is based on the limited information available. The site is 
located within the bat alert zone. Therefore, as the surrounding area provides suitability for bats 
and the proposed works include alterations/removal of the trees and structure on site, there is 
a reasonable likelihood of disturbance to roosting bats.  
 
The government circular on Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (ODPM, 2005) and 
explanatory note from Natural England (Natural England, 2020) indicates that information of 
protected species, and in particular European protected species (including bats), should be 
made available prior to determination.   
 
Advice to planning officer 
The applicant should engage with a suitably qualified ecologist to undertake a daytime 
inspection for bats (also known as a Preliminary Roost Assessment or Bat Scoping Survey). In 
many cases this will be adequate to determine whether bats are likely to be affected. If the 
survey indicates that further activity surveys are required to determine the presence/likely 
absence of bats, this information should also be supplied. Bat activity surveys should be carried 
out between May and August and in accordance with Bat Conservation Trust guidelines 
(Collins, 2016). 
 
The application should not be determined prior to obtaining survey information regarding bats. 
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