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2 Introduction 

2.1 Brindle & Green were commissioned by Acumen Designers and Architects Ltd. 

to undertake a Preliminary Roost Assessment at 198 Barnsley Road, Denby 

Dale, West Yorkshire. The purpose of this assessment was to provide a 

preliminary appraisal of the ecological value of the site for bats and birds and 

to identify key ecological constraints to the proposed development. The survey 

provides detail on the need for any additional, more detailed protected species 

surveys, and will allow the development of mitigation, compensation and 

enhancement measures to be developed, where needed.  

 

2.2 The site is located 0.6km south-east of the town of Denby Dale, adjacent to 

Barnsley Road. The wider landscape is dominated by arable farmland to the east 

and south and residential developments to the north and west. The project area 

consists of 5 buildings with a hardstanding curtilage. The site is the subject of an 

outline planning application for the demolition of Buildings 1-5 and the 

construction of 5 residential dwellings. Site layout plans for the site are presented 

in Appendix 4 of this report 

  

2.3 The legislation relevant to protected species within the United Kingdom is 

summarised within Appendix 2. 

 

2.4 Results and recommendations contained within this report have been prepared 

by an experienced ecologist and are therefore the view of Brindle & Green 

Limited. The survey is based on information provided by our client, the 

development proposals, and the results of the desk study and our survey of the 

site. This report pertains to this information only. 
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assess the surrounding habitat, as in some cases the legal protection of a 

protected species extends to the habitat in which it occupies. Any incidental 

sightings of field signs were noted at the time of survey. Where evidence of, or 

the confirmed presence of a Protected Species is identified, further, species 

specific surveys may be recommended to establish with certainty the presence 

and extent, or absence of a legally protected species prior to the determination 

of any planning approval.  

 

3.5 Protected Species 

3.5.1 Breeding Birds 

The building and immediate vegetation to be impacted from the proposed 

development have been the subject of a search for active or previously used 

bird nests, and identification of features considered conducive to breeding 

birds, alongside noting the activity and behaviour of birds on site during the 

survey.  Following standard techniques, as recommended by 

Gilbert G, Gibbons DW, Evans J. (1998) Bird Monitoring Methods: Breeding 

Bird Survey (pages 389-393). RSPB. 

 

3.5.2 Roosting Bats 

3.5.2.1 Structures on site were assessed for their suitability to support roosting bats 

following Collins, J (2016) Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good 

Practice Guidelines, (3rd edition), Bat Conservation Trust, London. The 

potential suitability of each structure and the resulting survey effort to establish 

confidence in a result is summarised within Table 2. 

During the external and internal (where possible) assessment of the structure 

potential roosting features (PRF’s) such as slipped or missing roof tiles, gaps 

in brickwork, points in roof timbers and the presence of suitable soffits and 

fascia boards were recorded to evaluate the potential suitability of a structure 

to support roosting bats. Evidence of bat presence was also recorded including 

feeding remains, bat droppings and staining around potential access points. 

Bats often use different roosting sites at different times of the year, and the 

absence of evidence does not always equate to the absence/ or lower suitability 

of a structure to support a bat roost.  

 

3.5.2.2 If bats are discovered emerging or re-entering any structure, the survey 

schedule should be appropriately adjusted to increase the survey effort so that 
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High-quality habitat that is well connected to 
the wider landscape that is likely to be used 
regularly by foraging bats such as 
broadleaved woodland, tree lined 
watercourses, and grazed parkland. 
 
Site is close to and connected to known 
roosts. 

At least one survey should comprise 
dusk and pre-dawn (or dusk to dawn) 
within one 24-hour period.  

AND 
Static automated surveys: 
Three locations per transect, over a 
five-night period, per month (April to 
October) 
 
In weather conditions conducive to 
finding bats. 

(** This is only a guide for survey effort required, the complexity of the site and the proposed 

disturbance / loss of features will determine the extent of works required on a site by site basis). 

 

3.6 Limitations 

3.6.1 It should be noted that whilst every effort has been made to provide a 

comprehensive description of the site, no investigation could ensure the 

complete characterisation and prediction of the natural environment. The 

protected species assessment provides a preliminary view of the likelihood of 

these species occurring on site, based upon the suitability of the habitats, know 

distribution of the species in the local area and any direct evidence on site. It 

should not be taken as providing a full and definitive survey of any protected 

species group. 

 

3.6.2 It should be noted that large sections of the external roof were not able to be 

assessed due to a lack of suitable ground vantage points. 

 

3.7 Report Lifespan 

Given the transient nature of the subject we would consider the survey results 

contained to be accurate for 2 years. 
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4 Site Context  

4.1 Site Description 

The application site can be found at Grid Ref. SK 23104 08049. The site is 

located within the outskirts of Denby Dale, West Yorkshire, immediately 

adjacent and to the south of A635 (Barnsley Road). The surrounding landscape 

is dominated by arable land to the south and east with residential developments 

to the north and west. Several isolated areas of woodland are recorded within 

close proximity to the application site, including Tanner Wood 50m to the north-

east and Ash Well Shrogg 185m to the south-west. linear features such as 

mature hedgerows and treelines and a railway embankment approximately 

100m to the south provide connectivity to optimal foraging habitat in the wider 

environment.  

 

4.2 Zone of Influence  

The zone of Influence is used to describe the geographic extent of potential 

impacts of a proposed development in relation to the target species, in this case 

bats and breeding birds. Due to the scale and nature of the proposals, it is not 

considered that the impacts of the proposed works would extend beyond the 

scheme footprint and its immediate surroundings. 
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5.3 Protected Species 

5.3.1 Breeding Birds     

No evidence of breeding or nesting birds was recorded during the day time 

assessment of the structures within the application area. The data search 

returned 9 records of barn swallow, swift, tree sparrow and redstart, the nearest 

record being for a common swift approximately 0.4km to the west of the 

application area. Buildings 1, 1a and 4 provided negligible suitability to support 

breeding birds due to a lack of suitable nesting features within the exterior of 

the building and the constant disturbance of the internal industrial activity. 

Building 3 supported limited features to support nesting and breeding birds, 

such as a western facing gable end featuring barge boards and overhanging 

eaves which may be used by birds species such as barn swallow and house 

martin (Delichon urbicum). Building 2 also featured an overhanging porch on 

the western elevation which may be used barn swallow and house martin as 

nesting and breeding habitat.  

 

5.3.2 Roosting Bats 

No evidence of roosting bats was discovered during the internal / external 

assessment of the structures onsite. The ecological datasearch returned 11 

roost records within 2km radius of the site, the nearest being 0.4km north of the 

site for a single bat species roosting within a building. Buildings 1 and 1a were 

assessed to have negligible suitability for roosting bats due to a lack of exterior 

features, no suitable micro-climate and constant day-time disturbance from 

industrial machinery. Building 4 was also assessed to have negligible suitability 

due to a lack of features within the building. Buildings 2 and 3 were assessed 

to have low suitability due to several external PRFs present. A stone wall with 

a large internal cavity and numerous entrance points was located on the 

eastern boundary of the site which was awarded low suitability to support 

roosting bats. The main structural features of the buildings and structures 

onsite, and their suitability for supporting roosting bats are summarised below 

(Table 6), associated figures can be found with Section 5.4. 

 

5.3.3 Foraging and Commuting Bats 

The ecological datasearch returned 20 records of bat activity within a 2km 

radius of the site, the nearest being for a noctule approximately 0.5km north of 

the site. The application site was located within a landscape highly conducive 
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6 Evaluation 

6.1 Development Proposals 

 The site is the subject of an outline planning application for the demolition of 

Buildings 1-5 to facilitate the construction of 5 residential dwellings. Site layout 

plans for the site are presented in Appendix 4 of this report. 

 

6.2 Desk Study Impacts 

Direct impacts on nearby designated sites as a result of the proposed 

development are considered unlikely. Two statutory and four non-statutory 

sites were located within 2km of the application site, with the nearest statutory 

site being Turpins Hill 1.7km west. The reasons for its designation are related 

to the quality of the grassland habitats, rather than the assemblage of fauna, 

and there are no perceived pathways of impact to this SSSI. The extent of the 

development is to be contained within the application boundary. On the basis 

that the proposed development is to have no effect on vegetative habitats within 

the application site boundary, the likelihood of indirect impacts to designated 

sites is considered negligible.  

 

6.3 Breeding Birds 

6.3.1 All wild birds, their eggs and nests are protected under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which makes it an offence to intentionally 

kill, injure, or take any wild bird whilst nesting, or take, damage or destroy the 

nest of any such bird while in use or being built. In addition, species listed on 

Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 or their dependant young 

are afforded additional protection from disturbance whilst they are at their 

nests. 

  

6.3.2  A limited number of features suitable for use by breeding or nesting birds were 

recorded during the buildings and structures onsite. Building 2 featured an 

overhanging porch which may be used by swallows or house martins. Building 

3 featured barge boards on the western facing gable end which may also be 

used by bird species. The recommendations section of this report sets out 

important guidance on measures to avoid impacts on this species group. 
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6.4 Bats 

6.4.1 All bat species are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and 

Habitat Regulations (2017) making it an offence to, intentionally kill, injure, or 

take any species of bat, intentionally or recklessly disturb bats, intentionally or 

recklessly damage destroy or obstruct access to bat roosts. 

 

6.4.2 Roosting bats 

 Two buildings, (Buildings 2 and 3) and a stone boundary wall were considered 

to provide low suitability to support roosting bats. Building 2 featured 

overhanging roof sheets on the northern and southern elevations which may 

provide roosting opportunities for bat species. Building 3 featured slipped tiles 

and gaps in stonework which may also be used by roosting bats. The boundary 

wall to the east of the application site featured an open cavity with several 

points of entrance. Buildings 1, 1a and 4 were each considered to provide 

negligible suitability to support roosting bats due to a lack of external or internal 

features. Gaps into the roof cavity were provided within B1a, however no 

suitable micro-climate for roosting bats was recorded due to the roofing 

material and large cavity with no suitable gaps for crevice dwelling species. The 

proposed plans depict the demolition of all buildings within the application area 

and likely disturbance to the boundary wall to the east of the application area. 

If the development was to continue as planned, it may lead to the destruction 

of a roosting site of a protected species, and increased disturbance, injury or 

harm to individual bats and/or their young. The recommendations section of 

this report sets out important guidance on measures to avoid impacts on this 

species and measures to support its conservation status through ecological 

enhancement. 

 

6.4.3 Foraging and Commuting Bats 

Despite suitable foraging and commuting habitat such as linear features 

leading to woodland, waterbodies and other foraging sources within the close 

proximity to the application area, features within the application boundary were 

limited only to the walls of the buildings and boundary features for navigation. 

The development will likely see the inclusion of gardens and green features 

which increases the net suitability of the site for foraging and commuting bats. 

As a result, the impact of development works on foraging and commuting bats 

is not considered a constraint to the application. However, the usage of high 

intensity lighting during and after construction may interfere will established 
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flight paths and foraging sites within close proximity to the site. Chapter 7 of 

this document sets out important recommendations to safeguard habitats used 

by bats upon completion of the works. 
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Appendix 2. Legislation and Guidance Sources 

Articles of British wildlife and countryside legislation, policy guidance and both Local 

and National Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are referred to. The articles of legislation 

are: 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) 

• Department for Communities and Local Government. National Planning Policy 

Framework. March 2012  

• EC Council Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds 79/409/EEC 

• National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 

• The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

• Land Drainage Act 1991 

• The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 

• The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 

• The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan 2006 

• Hedgerow Regulations 1997 

• Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

• Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP). 
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Appendix 3. MAGIC Maps Search 
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Appendix 4. Site layout plans 

 

 
 




