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Ecological Summary Note for ‘Land to the East of Leeds Road, 

Chidswell’ and ‘Heybeck Lane’  
 
Scope of Surveys 
 
Brooks Ecological were commissioned in February 2018 to undertake a suite of 
detailed ecological studies on the proposed development Site known as 
Land at Chidswell. At this stage, the Site was encapsulated within a single red 
line boundary, and as such, each of the detailed surveys were written into a 
single report, which covered the entire Site.  
 
Since then, the area has been divided into two separate sites, known as the 
‘Heybeck Lane’ site and the ‘Land East of Leeds Road’ site; with each site 
going forward with separate outline planning applications.   
 
Both Sites support a similar range of habitats and faunal issues, and thus share 
roughly the same ecological constraints. The conclusions drawn and 
recommendations provided within each of the separate ecological reports 
will remain applicable to both sites. A summary of the survey and result for 
each Site is provided below: 
 

Survey Report 
Ref. 

Key findings 

Heybeck Lane Land East of Leeds Road 

Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal 

A054074* Habitats on Site:  

• Arable land  

• Hedgerows 

Habitats on Site:  

• Arable land  

• Improved grass 

• Semi-improved grass 

• Hedgerows  

• Scattered trees 

• Woodland 

• Scrub 

• Tall ruderal 

• Watercourse 

• Wet & dry ditches 

• Hard standing 

• Buildings 
 

Invasive Non-native species 
recorded on Site 

(Himalayan balsam) 
 

Great Crested Newt 
HSI Assessment 

R-328-01 Likely absence confirmed Likely absence confirmed 

Barn Owl Survey R-328-02 Likely absence confirmed Likely absence confirmed 

Breeding Bird Survey R-328-03 Typical assemblage of 

farmland birds.  Limited 
value for this group.  

Breeding Bird assemblage 

of District Level importance. 
Skylark and Yellowhammer 
populations of particular 

note.  
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Survey Report 
Ref. 

Key findings 

Heybeck Lane Land East of Leeds Road 

Badger R-328-04 Likely absence confirmed Likely absence confirmed 

Bat Roost Suitability 
Assessment of Trees 

R-328-05 Single tree with roost 
suitability 

Nine trees with roost 
suitability  

Bat Activity R-328-06 Site of limited value to this 
group 

Site of limited value to this 
group 

Water vole R-328-07 Likely absence confirmed Likely absence confirmed 

Reptile R-328-08 Likely absence confirmed Likely absence confirmed 

Hedgerows R-328-09 Single important 
hedgerow 

Two important hedgerows 

Bat Roost Suitability 

Assessment of Houses 

R-328-10 Single building with 

Negligible roost suitability  

Two properties with low 

roost suitability  

Bat Emergence 

survey of Houses 

R-328-11 - Likely absence of roosting 

confirmed. 

* Report by WYG Environment Planning Transport Ltd 

 
The larger site ‘Land East of Leeds Road’ will be the subject of an ES 
Assessment, whilst the smaller site ‘Heybeck Lane’ will be the subject of an 
Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA). For both assessments, the ecological 
reports listed above remain relevant and will be attached as Technical 
Appendices.  
 
In terms of mitigation, a Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) and 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP: Biodiversity) will be 
recommended for both Sites, whilst an Invasive Weed Management Plan will 
also be recommended for the ‘Land East of Leeds Road’ Site.  
 

 

Biodiversity Metric Calculations 

 
Land to the East of Leeds Road, Chidswell 

 
As the proposals are only in outline at present, finer detail on habitat creation 
has not be produced. The Biodiversity Metric Calculation has therefore been 
based on illustrative drawings, and the score is unlikely to be an accurate 
reflection of the Total Biodiversity Impact on on-Sites habitats. 
 
The Score achieved at this stage is therefore purely indicative and is meant to 
illustrate a ‘ball-park figure’ for the Biodiversity Metric Calculations. The final 

figure is likely to increase once the Landscape Masterplan and Biodiversity 
Management Plan have been finalised.  
 
At this stage, it is possible for the scheme to achieve an overall net gain in 
biodiversity.  
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Ecological Baseline – Habitat Units 

 

Ecological Baseline – Hedgerow Units 

 

Ecological Baseline – River Units 
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Potential Ecological Baseline (post-development) – Habitat Units (created) 

 

Potential Ecological Baseline (post-development) – Habitat Units (enhanced) 

 
 

Potential Ecological Baseline (post-development) – Hedgerow Units (created) 

 
 

Potential Ecological Baseline (post-development) – Hedgerow Units 

(enhanced) 
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Potential Ecological Baseline (post-development) – River Units (enhanced) 

 

 
 

Headline Results 

 
 

The above is provided simply to illustrate that the Site could achieve a net 
gain overall - this is based on parameter plans and Illustrative masterplans 
provided. It will be at the Reserved Matters stage that an accurate Net Gain 
score will be calculated.  
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