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1.0. Introduction 

1.1. Report brief 

I have been instructed by Ms King to undertake a safety and condition survey of 

the large trees within the grounds of Holme Valley Court, 163 Huddersfield 

Road, Thongsbridge, Holmfirth, HD9 3TQ.  

 

The wish of the Directors is to address the concerns of some of the residents to 

ascertain if the trees are safe or whether any of them should be removed. 

 

The aims of this report are to: 

• Assess the trees for their condition  

• Make an assessment for the suitability of the retention of the trees given 

the findings 

• Provide evidence for submission to the Council for any works necessary, 

as the trees are protected by a Tree Preservation Order.  

 

1.2. Scope of the report 

The survey is to assess the 12 mature trees along the boundary of the complex. 

Including initial aerial investigations which were made by Charlie Batten from 

Down To Earth Tree Management, where deemed relevant. 

 

1.3. Relevant background information 

The trees within the survey are protected in Area A1 of TPO “ Holme valley 

Memorial Hospital, Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth” 12/94. 

 

In order to undertake any works to trees with a Tree Preservation Order, an 

application must be made (with the exception of the removal of dead wood). 

 

Where trees are covered by a Tree Preservation Order, planning permission for 

tree works must be sought via a formal application to the Local Planning 

Authority. The Council has 8 weeks to determine the application and issue its 

decision. Only works to remove dead wood can be made without permission. I 

recommend that photographic records are kept periodically and in order to 

provide a defensible position should the need arise. 

When searching the website of Kirklees Council, I found that the site is not  

within a Conservation Area.  
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I undertook the survey on 26th March 2019 and liaised with Ms King prior to my 

visit. The aerial inspections were made by Down To Earth Tree Management 

prior to my appointment. 

 

1.4. Introduction to the Surveyor 

Prior to becoming a consultant in 2012, I worked for 7 years as an Assistant 

Environment Officer (Trees and Landscape) for the Local Authority in North 

Lincolnshire. 

 

● Qualifications 

I am qualified with an honours degree in Rural Resource Development, 

specialising in Wildlife and Landscape Conservation as well as a foundation 

degree in Arboriculture and Tree Care. I have a Professional Tree Inspection 

qualification and also my continuing professional development is up to date 

(a copy of my CV and training is available upon request). I am an Associate 

member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters and a Professional member 

of  the Arboricultural Association, and I adhere to their codes of conduct. I 

am also a member of the Consulting Arborist Society. 

 

1.5. Copyright 

All rights in this report are reserved. No part of it may be reproduced or 

transmitted, in any form or by any means; electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 

recording or otherwise, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature, without 

my written permission, © One World Arboriculture Ltd 2019. 

 

2.0. Rights and responsibilities of owning and managing protected trees 

Owning and managing protected trees does not affect the responsibility of the 

owner to ensure the trees are not causing harm to people or property. 

 

What it does do, is ensure that trees are not readily removed or pruned; it acts 

to uphold the landscape character/amenity of the area by maintaining valuable 

tree cover within an historic setting; and the many benefits that trees bring to 

both society and an area. 

 

Breaching the law regarding trees can carry a heavy fine in court, should the 

Council wish to pursue the matter. 

In my experience most local authorities will give permission for works which are 

deemed reasonable for the co-existence of both people and the trees.  
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3.0. Site visit 

The survey was undertaken on 26th March and during the ground level 

inspection the weather was quite sunny, and with an occasional light breeze.  

 

3.1. Site description 

The site is a large sheltered accommodation block of self-contained apartments 

with an open grassed lawn to the north-west and south-west sides. The 

approach to the apartments is from the north/ north-east and there is also car 

parking there. The boundaries to the property are lined with fencing. 

 

There is a hospital to the east, a line of domestic properties to the west and 

south-west, and some open overgrown land to the south of the property. The 

property is bounded to the north-east by another similar property and the 

access road. 

 

The topography is steeply sloping across the site with some pathways and 

retaining walls.  

 

Appendix 1 contains the Site Plan. 

 

3.2. Method of data collection 

An in-depth visual assessment was carried out on the tree using specialist 

equipment: a distometer, measuring tape, nylon mallet, metal probe, camera 

and compass to obtain data on the height, spread, diameter and condition of 

the trees. All taken from ground level. 

 

3.3. Summary of the data 

Please refer to Appendix 2 for the Tree Data Schedule. This provides a useful 

reference when reading the main body of the report.  

 

4.0. Appraisal 

4.1. Tree Condition 

There are 12 trees in this survey, and they are in a fair to good condition overall 

with the exception of T11 which has major defects. 

  

Tree T1 is a Sycamore and appears to be situated across the corner boundary of 

the site straddling adjacent land. Upon closer inspection there is a stone wall on 

one side and low wall on other side; which if in the correct positions, include the 



 

© Copyright 2019  Page 6 of 34 

  Flora Harding 

 

6 Holme Valley Court, 163 Huddersfield Road, Thongsbridge, Holmfirth, HD9 3TQ. 

tree within the curtilage of Holme Valley Court. Both were behind the newer 

wooden fence. 

It is situated on lower ground than the rest of the garden area and the property. 

There is a trellis up the side of the tree which is nailed on. Access was not 

possible to much of the tree due to the boundary fencing.  

 

The tree has twin stems with a good 'U' shape union at 2.8m. The limb over the 

garden forks again at 4.1m.  

 

There is slight Ivy growth starting at base. Epicormic growths are growing at the 

base of the tree, but on the adjacent land. The tree has been crown lifted over 

the site, and watershoots have grown in the areas where it has been crown 

lifted, as the pruning was excessive.  

 

Tree T2, is a Lime tree and is situated close to the western boundary fence. There 

are epicormic growths at the base, and these are natural for the species.  

 

There is a fence post at the base of one of buttress roots, and I couldn't see 

whether there is any root decay present in that area; there were no signs of 

decay in the parts that were accessible.  

 

Some debris on other side of fence prevented a detailed inspection.   

 

Watershoots were noted throughout the tree indicating excessive pruning 

throughout the tree in the past.  

 

Whilst we were on site one of the residents reported a fallen branch to us along 

with her concerns about the tree: it casts a big shade, drops lots of leaves which 

blow everywhere, and she would like to know if it is safe. The tree is situated to 

the west of the property and so the tree casts a shadow over the property in the 

late afternoon/evening. 

 

The tree has twin stems at 6.3m with a significant crown reduction and crown 

lift in the past of all major branches up to the fork (apart from one on southern 

side). The crown reduction in the past has left large stubs around 3.7m long over 

the garden. We noted a bat box on the side of the tree. The crown grows 9.1 

metres in the direction of the property. 
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Tree T3, is a Sycamore which is situated along the boundary line. Previously it 

had multiple stems at 2.8m, now with a single stem growing over to the west.  

 

There is a cavity on north side of the tree at 3.75m as a result of flush cut pruning 

in the past. I could not see how deep this was.  

 

All major branches were taken off over the garden side to 7.3m; this is excessive 

in my view. There are epicormic growths at base (but these are regularly pruned 

back). Watershoots were noted at the wound sites and are indicative of 

reactionary response to severe pruning. 

 

Tree T4 is a Lime which is situated along the boundary and has been severely 

pruned with regrowth, as T2 has been.  

 

There are epicormic growths around base, and I noted 3 large nails up to 2 

metres on west side of the tree.  

 

There are 2 metal fenceposts within a metre on either side of back of tree. If 

there has been root damage when the posts were sited, then there could be 

decay within this portion of the tree, and it is something to watch for.  

 

There is a nest box on the north side of the tree. This really should only ever be 

east facing, otherwise it is too cold/hot for the chicks when located in other 

directions. 

 

There is a branch stub over the garden at 4.2 metres from the past pruning. 

 

Tree T5 is a Sycamore situated along the western boundary. There is a metal 

fencepost just over a metre away on either side of the tree at back of it which 

like T4, has the potential to have damaged the roots and for decay to have 

entered.  

 

There is a large wound on the buttress root at the south-west side with soil up 

against it. The wound measures approximately 25cm tall. It has woodworm in 

the heartwood and the tree has been unable to successfully occlude (seal over) 

the wound. 

 

There are raised soil levels on the north-western side, and a wound on east side 

in the region of the buttress; this is not as big as the other one.  
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I noted that the tree has been crown lifted in the past to 7.7 metres (using flush 

cut pruning as well as the more recently acceptable pruning techniques). 

 

Tree T6 is a Lime tree situated along the line of the northern boundary. It has a 

fork at 7 metres, at the point where the crown has been lifted to.  

 

There is an enormous pile of woodchip behind the tree, which will affect the 

oxygen and water uptake of the roots in this region.  

 

I also noted a metal post 1.3m away from the back of the tree. The ground work 

associated with its installation could have damaged tree roots, and enabled 

decay fungi to enter, but it may be many years until adverse signs are evident. 

 

T7 is a Sycamore situated on the northern boundary line. There is evidence of 

previous epicormic growths around the base which had grown big but have since 

been pruned to remove them.  

 

The tree has been crown lifted to 8.5m above the ground level, and flush cut 

pruning (old method) and modern/now more acceptable pruning techniques are 

evident from the wounds that remain.  

 

There is a portion of stone against the tree which I presume has come from the 

back wall at some point in the past, and which a portion of the tree is now 

growing over; this is just an observation at present, but it is worthy of note that 

the tree is situated fairly close to the wall. 

 

Tree T8 is a Sycamore; there is debris at back of tree which prevented a detailed 

inspection of the portion of the tree that it covers.  

 

The tree is approximately 25cm from the wall and has been crown lifted to 7.5m. 

I noted 1 or 2 cavities from flush cut pruning in the past at around 6.5 metres 

above ground level, but I was unable to see inside them to determine how deep 

they are. 

 

T9 is a Sycamore, also located along the northern boundary of the site. The tree 

has multiple stems at 7 metres and is 15.5 metres from the property.  

There is a large pile of conifer debris at base.  

Historically, there were mature epicormic growths at the base, which are now 

stumps.  
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It is evident that a large limb was removed at 2 metres on the northern side. 

 

Tree T10 is a Sycamore along the northern boundary. It has multiple stems at 5 

metres and is situated close to a Hawthorn.  

 

The Sycamore has been crown lifted to 5 metres using both types of pruning 

over the years, resulting in some cavities from flush cut pruning. A crown 

reduction of the tree on the northern side is evident back to the boundary 

leaving long branch stubs. 

 

Young epicormic growths were noted at the base and there was also debris at 

back of the tree. The debris prevented a detailed inspection of this part of the 

tree.   

 

T11 is a Sycamore situated along the northern boundary and has a tag identifier 

with number 925.  

 

There is debris at back of tree which prevented a detailed inspection.  

 

The tree has been crown lifted to approximately 5.8 metres using both types of 

pruning. There are at least 4 large cavities along the main stem from 2.5 metres 

to 4.5 metres.  

Charlie Batten from Down to Earth Tree Management had undertaken an aerial 

inspection prior to this survey and says that the cavities are probably linked 

through columns of decay. He reported that one cavity extended more than two 

thirds of that portion of the tree, which means the risk of tree failure is higher 

than usual due to the pressures on the structure and it's remaining woody 

material. The depth of some of the cavities was not determined due to the 

presence of a squirrel drey. Many of the cavities were dry, and it is unlikely that 

Owls and Bats use the them due to the occupation by squirrels. 

 

Tree T12 is a Sycamore tree and is situated close to a well and a 

seated/recreation area. It is the last in the row along the northern boundary that 

have been surveyed. 

 

There is an identifying tag numbered 926. The tree has multiple stems (3 stems) 

at 5 metres. The crown has been lifted to 6.2 metres over the garden to give 

clearance. The tree has a wide spreading crown, and there is debris at the back 

of tree, but it was accessible to view. 
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5.0. Recommendations 

5.1. Tree Condition 

 

Firstly, I would like to mention that I have researched how the protected trees 

could have been so severely pruned. I can see from a previous planning 

application in 2016, known as 2016/93312 that an undisclosed amount, and 

seemingly contradictory series of works were proposed to the trees T1 to T4. 

This date and loose detail fits with what I have observed. 

The details of this application are included in Appendix 3. It is usual to specify 

the upper limit of the works within an application, but this does not appear to 

have occurred. I would strongly recommend that any future applications are 

submitted with an upper limit of pruning works, of no more than 20-25% of the 

crown being removed at any given time. It is essential in my view, that to avoid 

any ambiguity, the proposed pruning cuts are identified on a photo, so that the 

Tree Officer and owners can then see whether the works have been carried out 

as specified. I would say that if the Tree Officer knew what works were going to 

take place in reality that this application would have been refused. 

 

Given the condition of the surveyed trees. I recommend the following: 

 

Tree Removal 

I recommend that tree T11 is removed as it is at the safe limit for structural 

integrity. This should be carried out as a High Priority (within a year). An 

application will be required to be submitted to the Local Authority at Kirklees 

Council along with supporting evidence. 

As the tree is protected with a Tree Preservation Order, there is a requirement 

to plant a replacement tree, which is usually the same species and in a similar 

location to the existing tree. The Tree Officer may be amenable to the selection 

of a different species which will provide the same aesthetic value as a mature 

Sycamore.  

 

Monitoring of trees 

There has been potential root damage to trees: T2, T4, T5 and T6 with the 

installation of wooden/metal posts for new fencing. T2 has a new wooden post 

right at the base of the tree, whilst trees T4, T5 and T6 are approximately 1-1.3 

metres from the metal posts. All these distances have the potential to cause root 

damage where decay can enter, leading to the demise of the trees through 

destabilisation in the future. Signs of this may not be evident for many years (5+) 
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but it recommended that the trees are annually monitored for any signs of 

decay. This is a High Priority. 

Tree T5 also has a large wound at the south-western side with soil up against it 

which extends around to the north-western side; the wound is approximately 

25cm tall. There is also a wound on the east side on the buttress root, but it is 

not as big. 

These will require annual monitoring to see how they progress. 

 

Access to the trees is required 

It was not possible to see the rear of trees T1 and T2. Ideally, I would like to be 

able to inspect this portion of the trees to check for defects. I have requested 

this as a High Priority (within 1 year). Please let me know if this is possible to 

arrange or not. 

 

Debris prevented a detailed inspection of the trees 

Trees T2, T8, T9 and T10 were all identified as having debris at the base of the 

tree, or around a portion of it. I recommend that the debris is removed so as to 

enable the reinspection of the trees in this area, and also to keep the base of the 

trees free for the full absorption of rain water and nutrients. This is a High 

Priority (within 1 year). 

 

Trees T5 and T6 were observed to have altered soil levels: T5 has raised soil 

levels. It is advisable to carefully reinstate the soil levels at the base of the tree, 

if the level changes are unlikely to now have roots growing into them (I estimate 

that if the soil has been there for only a couple of years, then this should be okay 

to do). T6 level changes are due to a huge woodchip pile at the base.  I 

recommend that the woodchip is re-sited away from the rooting area of the tree 

(High priority) unless it is applied properly, as follows: 

 

Mulching and the benefits of it 

The initial specification is to provide disease free chippings a depth of 5cm, 

leaving a clear space of 15cm from the base of the tree to prevent increasing the 

moisture content around the tree stem which can lead to the rotting of the basal 

area. The minimum spread of the mulch is 1 metre around the tree, and ideally 

should be taken out to the drip line (outer canopy edge) if this is greater.  

 

Good quality wood chip resulting from chipping brash (twiggy material) will 

provide nutrients which will rot down slowly, and essentially act as a natural 

slow release fertiliser. This will help to aerate/decompact the soil over time, (via 
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the action of worms transporting the material down) as well as help retain 

moisture in the upper soil layers during drier seasons. This recycling of plant 

material occurs in nature and is vital for plant health. 

 

If there are concerns about the mulch spreading or being kicked around, simply 

construct a shallow edged wooden border around the area to be contained and 

in fill with mulch. 

 

It is important that the source is disease free, and like for like i.e. Place deciduous 

mulch around deciduous trees and so on. 

 

Tree Pruning works 

It is evident that trees T2, T3 and T4 have been excessively pruned in the past: 

T2 and T4 both have lots of new re-growth as a result from this stress trigger. It 

is not recommended to perform this sort of pruning due to the implications it 

then has on the future management of each of the trees. Now the trees will 

require careful management to control the flush of prolific new growth. I will re-

visit the site and make an assessment of the trees in full leaf to determine how 

much and where is appropriate. 

 

Aerial Inspection of cavities 

Trees T3 and T8 have cavities formed from flush cut pruning. This old method of 

pruning is sometimes still undertaken today, but it is can commonly cause 

cavities formed by decay which then spread into the main body of the tree. They 

are great habitat for wildlife such as Owls and sometimes Bats. It is important to 

ensure that the extent of the decay does not reach a level whereby the structural 

integrity of the tree is compromised locally, as with T11. 

I recommend an aerial inspection of the cavities of these trees: T3 at 3.7 metres 

and T8 at 6.5 metres to determine the extent of them. The findings will help 

determine the best way to manage the trees in the future. I recommend the 

aerial inspections as a High Priority (within 1 year). 

 

T2 - Potentially dangerous tree 

There are concerns by the nearby resident this Lime tree is dangerous as it has 

dropped a branch. I could not discern where this came from. 

 

Following my assessment, I am concerned that the tree has had major pruning 

works carried out; resulting in all major branches being removed up to a height 

of 6.3 metres apart from on the southern side. There are large, long branch stubs 



 

© Copyright 2019  Page 13 of 34 

  Flora Harding 

 

13 Holme Valley Court, 163 Huddersfield Road, Thongsbridge, Holmfirth, HD9 3TQ. 

remaining about 3.7 metres long. Also, the tree has had potential root damage 

from the installation of the new wooden fence which is very close to the rear of 

the tree. When considering all these factors, I conclude that the tree is suffering 

stress from the works that have taken place.  

 

A tree is a self optimising structure and will use chemical messages and 

carbohydrate reserves to try to get to a state where it can structurally and 

physiologically support itself. This could be: branch loss in order to rebalance 

the stresses in the crown, the production of new leaves/twiggy growth in 

response to severe pruning, or trying to defend a damaged rooting system from 

the invasion of decay organisms such as fungi.  

At present the tree does not show signs of it being dangerous, however given 

the information presented it is prudent to monitor the tree to see how it 

recovers and what the effect of these stressors may be.  

 

As mentioned in a previous section, I will return to assess the tree when in full 

leaf to determine if, and how much selective pruning of the new re-growth is 

possible to try to redress what appears to be an over compensation to the loss 

of major branches. 
 

 

For all tree works, please be aware of the legislation pertaining to nesting 

birds. The nesting bird season is primarily between March and September, but 

birds and their nests are protected at any time that they are nesting. I 

recommend a visual check of the tree a week before tree works are to 

commence and again on the morning of the works. Work should cease if a nest 

is present (containing eggs or young birds). Young birds usually fledge at 

around 3 weeks old and work can be postponed until then. 

 

All works must be carried out by a fully insured and qualified tree surgeon to a 

standard of at least the level of BS3998:2010 Tree Works - Recommendations. 
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6.0. Conclusion 

The survey has methodically assessed the trees to describe their current 

condition viewed from ground level, with the input of findings from an aerial 

inspection undertaken prior to this survey. 

 

The trees are a similar age class (mature) throughout the site, and mainly 

Sycamore with some Lime. Generally, they are in a good to fair condition, 

although poor management in the past has had a detrimental effect on some of 

the trees by way of flush cut pruning causing cavity formation (this type of 

pruning was thought to be acceptable in those days), and also from works 

around the base of the trees, such as siting fence posts too close, and therefore 

potentially damaging the roots.  

 

There is one tree (T11) that has been recommended for removal due to the 

extensive hollowing within the main stem of the tree at between 2.5 and 4.5 

metres. 

 

Two trees (T3 and T8) have been recommended for an aerial inspection of the 

cavities at 3.7 metres and 6.5 metres respectively. 

 

Three trees (T2, T3 and T4) have been excessively pruned in the recent past 

resulting in a significant reduction to the crown size which has prompted a ‘knee  

jerk’ reaction of an abundance of new growth throughout the trees. 

 

Two trees (T1 and T2) could not be entirely assessed due to lack of access to all 

of the tree, and four trees (T2, T8, T9 and T10) also had debris around a portion 

of the main stem which prevented a detailed inspection.  

 

Three trees (T2, T4 and T5) have potential root damage due to the siting of fence 

posts within a metre, and up to 1.3 metres of the tree. 

 

There is basal wounding to T5 in 2 areas and raised soil levels at the base of this 

tree, and also a large pile of woodchip around the base of T6. 

 

This report has: 

• Provided information regarding the condition of the trees  

• Made professional recommendations for tree works 

• Stated the rights and responsibilities as a tree owner of protected trees 
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Appendix 1 – Site Plan 
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Appendix 2 – Tree Data Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

            



Holme Valley Court, 163 Huddersfield Road, Thongsbridge, 

Holmfirth, HD9 3TQ.

Appendix 2 - Tree Condition Data        2nd June 2019
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The tree is situated in the corner of the grounds and is situated on lower ground than the rest 

of the garden area and the property. There is a trellis up the side of the tree which is nailed 

on. Access was not possible to much of the tree due to the boundary fencing. There is slight 

Ivy growth starting at base. Epicormic growths are growing at  the base of  the tree but on the 

adjacent land. A stone wall was seen on one side and low wall on other side; if this is the 

original boundary wall then the tree situated on the land within the survey area. The tree has 

been crown lifted over the site, and watershoots have grown in the areas where it has been 

crown lifted, as the pruning was excessive. The tree has twin stems with a good 'U' shape 

union at 2.8m. The one over the garden forks again at 4.1m.

Good Good 40+ Mod

Arrange access to the rest of the tree and reinspect it. 

This is a High Priority (within 1 year).

T2 30.3 7.85 100
W 7.3  

E 7.4

Situated close to the western boundary fence there are epicormic growths at base which are 

natural for the species. There is a fence post at base of one of buttress roots, and I couldn't 

see whether there is any root decay present in that area; there were no signs of decay in the 

parts that were accessible. Debris on other side of fence prevented a detailed inspection.  

Watershoots were noted throughout the tree indicating excessive pruning throughout the 

tree in the past. One of the residents reported a fallen branch whilst we were on site. The tree 

has twin stems at 6.3m with a significant crown reduction and crown lift in past of all major 

branches up to the fork (apart from one on southern side). The crown reduction in the past 

has left large stubs around 3.7m long over the garden. We noted a bat box on the side of the 

tree. The crown grows 9.1 metres towards the property.

40+ High

I would like to inspect the tree from the other side, to 

see if there is any decay at the base. I am not sure if 

this is possible. This is ideally a High Priority (within 1 

year).  Selectively prune some of the new growth out. I 

would like to return to view the tree in full leaf to 

determine how much and where is appropriate.
B 1

Age, Species &

Latin name

B 1

Good/

Fair
Fair

T3 16.9 6.7 63

9.38        

E-W  

N 5.8

The tree is situated along the boundary line. Previously it had multiple stems at 2.8m, now 

with a single stem growing over to the south. Cavity on north side of the tree at 3.75m as a 

result of flush cut pruning in the past. All major branches were taken off over garden side to 

7.3m; this is excessive. There are epicormic growths at base (but these are regularly pruned 

back). Watershoots were noted at the wound sites.
Fair Fair 40+ Mod

I would like to be able to inspect the tree from the 

other side and so access would need to be arranged, 

and to check how deep cavities are. This is a High 

Priority (within 1 year). Selectively prune some of the 

new growth out. I would like to return to view the tree 

in full leaf to determine how much and where is 

appropriate.

B 1

High

High

High

T4 30.7 6.6 79

N 7.5 

E 5.6    

W 6.0

The tree is situated along the boundary and has been severely pruned with regrowth, as T2 

has been. There are epicormic growths around base, and I noted 3 large nails up to 2m on 

west side of the tree. There are 2 metal fenceposts within a metre on either side of back of 

tree. If there was root damage when the posts were sited, then there could be decay entered 

into the tree, and it is something to watch for. There is a nest box on the north side of the 

tree. There is a branch stub over the garden at 4.2m from the past pruning.

B 1Fair Fair 40+ High

I would like to inspect the tree from the other side, to 

see if there is any decay at the base. I am not sure if 

this is possible. This is ideally a High Priority (within 1 

year).  Selectively prune some of the new growth out. I 

would like to return to view the tree in full leaf to 

determine how much and where is appropriate.

High

# indicates estimated One World Arboriculture Ltd
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Age, Species &

Latin name

Early Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

Mature

Lime

Tilia sp.

Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

A 5Fair Fair 20-40 High

No action is required.

n/aT7 22.6 8.5 83 8

There is evidence of previous epicormic growths around the base which had grown big but 

have since been pruned to remove them. The tree has been crown lifted to 8.5m above the 

ground level, and flush cut pruning (old method) and modern and now more acceptable 

pruning techniques are evident from the wounds that remain. There is a portion of stone 

against the tree which I presume has come from the back wall at some point in the past, and 

which a portion of the tree is now growing over; this is just an observation at present, but the 

tree is situated fairly close to the wall.

40+ High

Remove woodchip pile and reinspect the tree. This is a 

High priority (within 1 year).

High B 1

B 1

T6 30.3 6.4 76 9.85

The tree is situated along the line of the boundary. The tree has a fork at 7m, at the point 

where the crown has been lifted to. There is an enormous pile of woodchip behind the tree, 

which will effect the water uptake of the roots in this region. I noted a metal post 1.3m away 

from the back of the tree. This ground work to install these could have damaged tree roots 

and enabled decay fungi to enter. 

Good Good

Good Fair 40+ High

Reinstate soil levels where possible (if raised levels 

haven't been there so long that the tree roots have 

grown in to it. The wounds around the base should be 

assessed annually to to see if/how they are progressing, 

and also the base of the tree should be reinspected 

afteer the soil level has been reinstated (see main body 

of report for more information of this).

HighT5 22.6 7.7 58 8.5

There is a metal fencepost just over a metre away on either side of the tree at back of it. 

There is a large wound on the buttress root at the south-west side with soil up against it. The 

wound measures approximately 25cm tall. There are raised soil levels on the north-western 

side, and a wound on east side in the region of the buttress; this is not as big as the other one. 

I noted that the tree has been crown lifted in the past to 7.7m (using flush cut pruning as well 

as the more recently acceptable pruning techniques).

T8 20 7.5 75 8.4

There is debris at back of tree which prevented a detailed inspection of the portion of the tree 

that it covers. The tree is approximately 25cm from the wall and has been crown lifted to 

7.5m. I noted 1 or 2 cavities from flush cut pruning in the past at around 6.5 metres above 

ground level.
Good Fair 20-40 High

Aerially inspect the cavity/cavities at 6.5m to determine 

the extent of them. This is a High Priority (within 1 

year).  Remove the debris from the back of the tree and 

reinspect this area. This is a High Priority (within 1 

year).

High B 1

T9 16.8 7 62 11.35

The tree has multiple stems at 7 metres and is 15.5 metres from the property. There is a large 

pile of conifer debris at base. Historically, there were mature epics at the base, which are now 

stumps. It is evident that a large limb removed at 2 metres on the northern side. Good Good 40+ Mod

Remove conifer debris and reinspect. This is a High 

Priority (within 1 year).

High  1

T10 15.7 4 60 11

The tree has multiple stems at 5 metres and is situated close to a Hawthorn. The Sycamore 

has been crown lifted to 5 metres using both types of pruning over the years resulting in some 

cavities from flush cut pruning. Young epicormic growths were noted at the base and there 

was also debris at back of the tree. The debris prevented a detailed inspection of this part of 

the tree.  A crown reduction of the tree on the northernt side is evident back to the boundary 

leaving long branch stubs.

Good Good 40+ Low

Remove the debris from the back of the tree and 

reinspect this area of the tree.

High B 1

# indicates estimated One World Arboriculture Ltd
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Age, Species &

Latin name

Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

Mature

Sycamore

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

T11 20.4 5.77 80 10.9

The tree has a tag identifier with number 925. There is debris at back of tree which prevented 

a detailed inspection. The tree has been crown lifted to approximately 5.8 metres using both 

types of pruning. There are at least 4 large cavities along the main stem from 2.5 metres to 4.5 

metres. Charlie Batten from Down to Earth Tree Management had undertaken an aerial 

inspection prior to this survey and says that the cavities are probably linked through columns 

of decay. He reported that one cavity extended more than two thirds of that portion of the 

tree, which means the risk of tree failure is higher than usual, due to the pressures of the 

structure and it's remaining woody material. The depth of some of the cavities was not 

determined due to the presence of a squirrel drey. Many of the cavities were dry, and it is 

unlikely that Owls and Bats use the the due to the occupation by squirrels.

Fair Poor <10 High

I recommend the removal of the tree due to the 

structural integrity reaching a critical point at between 

2.5 and 4.5 metres along the main stem of the tree. A 

replacement can be planted to offset this loss.

High R n/a

T12 20 4.85 75 15.25#

The tree has an identifying tag numbered 926. The tree is situated close to a well and a  

seated/recreation area. The tree has 3 stems at 5 metres. There is debris at the back of tree, 

but it was accessible to view. The crown has been lifted to 6.2 metres over the garden to give 

clearance. The tree has a widespreading crown.

Good Good 40+ High

No action is required.

n/a A 5

# indicates estimated One World Arboriculture Ltd
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