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Mr Nick Hirst Direct Dial: 01904 601982
Planning, Investment and Regeneration Service

PO Box B93, Civic Centre 3 Our ref: P01086671

Off Market Street

Huddersfield

HD1 2JR 29 July 2019

Dear Mr Hirst

T&CP (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015
& Planning (Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990

51 & 53 ST JOHN'S ROAD, HUDDERSFIELD, WEST YORKSHIRE, HD1 5DX
Application No. 2019/92115

Thank you for your letter of 8 July 2019 regarding the above application for planning
permission. On the basis of the information available to date, we offer the following
advice to assist your authority in determining the application.

Historic England Advice

The application site is close to and within the setting of the Grade II* listed Church of
St John. The church has an impressive tower and spire located at the south-east
corner, clearly located so as to be highly prominent in views along St John's Road and
Willow Lane. The church has very high architectural quality and is a local landmark.

The proposed increase in height and projection in front of the existing building line
would impact on the setting of the church and we have some concerns that this
increase in size and the proposed design of the front elevation could compete with the
prominence of the church in views north-west along St John's Road. This impact
should also be considered in conjunction with the proposal to construct an additional
two-storey dwelling adjacent to 53 St John's Road. We consider the proposals would
cause some harm to the significance of the Grade II* listed building as a result of the
impact on the architectural prominence of the church in views along St John's Road.

The NPPF requires any harm to have a clear and convincing justification and less than
substantial harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the scheme
(paragraphs 194 and 196). If your authority considers there is a good case for
extension of the existing dwelling we recommend consideration is given to amending
the scheme so that the impact on the setting of the church is reduced.

Recommendation
Historic England has concerns regarding the application on heritage grounds.
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We consider that the issues and safeguards outlined in our advice need to be
addressed in order for the application to meet the requirements of paragraphs 190,
192, 194 and 196 of the NPPF.

In determining this application you should bear in mind the statutory duty of section
66(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to have
special regard to the desirability of preserving listed buildings or their setting or any
features of special architectural or historic interest which they possess.

Your authority should take these representations into account and seek amendments,
safeguards or further information as set out in our advice. If there are any material
changes to the proposals, or you would like further advice, please contact us.

Emma Sharpe
Inspector of Historic Buildings and Areas
E-mail: emma.sharpe@HistoricEngland.org.uk
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