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Public Exhibition Report

Introduction

This document details how local residents have been engaged with through a public 
exhibition as part of the wider consultation for the residential led mixed use redevelopment 
of the Dobroyd Mills site. As an agency specialising in community consultation and 
engagement, PilgrimPR was brought on board to manage and oversee the public 
consultation.

Informing local residents, stakeholders and the public

On 21st July residents nearby were informed of the plans and invited to the consultation 
via letter. Around 450 letters were delivered to residents in Hepworth and Jackson Bridge 
inviting recipients to the public exhibition on Thursday 28th July from 2:00pm - 7:00pm at 
Hepworth Village Hall. The following map illustrates the distribution area: 



�
Stakeholders, including the local Ward Councillors and Parish Councillors were also 
invited to attend.

All correspondence provided contact details for PilgrimPR, including an email address and 
phone number. A number of local residents contacted PilgrimPR to ask questions prior to 
and following the public exhibition.

Public exhibition

The public exhibition was held at Hepworth Village Hall. This was chosen as it is close to 
the site, easily accessible and well known to both residents of Hepworth and Jackson 
Bridge.

The development proposals were displayed on 5 A1 boards. Attendees were provided with 
a feedback form, which they could fill in and provide comments on the proposals.

Members of the development team were on hand to answer any questions and discuss the 
proposals.

In total over 160 residents attended the public exhibition. Of those that attended 60 
feedback forms were returned on the day, with some taken away to be posted back to 
PilgrimPR.

Members of the project team were pleased to be able to discuss the proposals with local 
residents when they attended the public exhibition. During discussion on the day, issues 
highlighted included:

• Seeing something done with the site
• Impact on the road network
• Capacity of schools and medical facilities 
• The need to redevelop this brownfield site
• Bringing a better housing mix to the area - first / second time buyer opportunities

A number of residents asked if they could be emailed copies of the exhibition boards so 
that they could be shared with relatives and friends who could not attend the even. These 
requests were followed up the day after the event.
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Typical comments received  

The comment forms that were returned during the public exhibition included the following 
comments. 

Typical positive comments:

“Good idea to develop brownfield as opposed to building on greenbelt sites.” 
 
“I hope this development includes some low cost housing to bring more young people into 
the area.”

“In principle the proposals seem good. It should be essential to keep the existing mill 
building as part of the development.”

“I hope it gets through planning. It will improve Hepworth / Jackson Bridge.”

“It’s good to see more homes being proposed for the area, I hope a good mix is build so 
that there’s something for every one.”

Typical concerned comments:

“I hope thought has been paid to how the roads / highways are going to be managed.”

“School is very small and 75 new properties will put a strain on the school”

“I am concerned that the housing being built will be 4/5 bed luxury houses, what is needed 
is something for first time buyers - something affordable and some housing suitable for 
elderly residents wanting to downsize.”

“It is hard to ascertain whether this development is a fixed capacity or will it in subsequent 
further development? e.g. get permission for 75 but build 120.”
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Invitation letter sent to residents
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21st July 2016 
 
Proposed redevelopment of Dobroyd Mills 
 
Dear resident, 
 
We are working on behalf of Z. Hinchliffe and Sons, managing the communications and 
community engagement for a proposed redevelopment of Dobroyd Mills. The proposal is 
for a residential led mixed-use development of the site. 
 
We feel that it is important to engage with the local residents and the community at an 
early opportunity. With this in mind we will be holding a Public Exhibition to explain the 
plans and to get feedback.  
 
As well as seeing what is being proposed, you will also be able to speak to members of 
the development team and get answers to any queries you may have. 
 
The Public Exhibition will be held on Thursday 28th July at: Hepworth Village Hall, 
Town Gate, Hepworth, Holmfirth HD9 1TE, from 2:00pm - 7:00pm 
 
In the meantime if you have any questions please email me on ben@pilgrimpr.co.uk or 
phone me on 0778 995 1781. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Ben Pilgrim 
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Exhibition boards
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