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A FINGER TIP SEARCH 

A.1 Purpose of this report  

1 This report details survey investigations at 18 Granny Lane Mirfield, West Yorkshire WF14 

8LA. 

2 A fingertip search was commissioned by Mr Mark Smith to fulfil the comments set out by 

Kirklees Borough Council to confirm the conservation status of great crested newt (GCN) 

and other amphibians at the above site. Please refer to Appendix A. 

3 The survey was commissioned as according to the LPA correspondence (Appendix A) the 

pond in question was filled in before adequate survey could be carried out to inform the 

proposed planning application.  

A.2 Method 

4 The construction zone was searched systematically by Senior Ecologist Jonathan Moore 

(MCIEEM, GCN Class 2 licence ref: GCN-7911_CLS-CLS) and Assistant Ecologist Paul 

Liptrot (GradCIEEM, GCN Class 1 licence ref: GCN 2014-6621-CLS-CLS) on Friday 2
nd

 

October 2015. 

5 The search method was broken down into three separate stages: 

 The proposed build zone and any other habitats considered suitable refugia for GCN 

was systematically searched on hands and knees, where possible, between 10:00 am 

and 14:00 on Friday 2nd October 2015 by the surveyors detailed above. 

 The proposed build zone was then strimmed  and raked carefully to remove thick 

vegetation to approximately 200mm; 

 The area was then  searched again before subsequently being close mowed by 

subcontractors to make less favourable conditions for terrestrial amphibians.   

A.3 Results  

6 No Great crested newts were found during the fingertip search; 1 female smooth newt 

Lissotriton vulgaris and 6 common frogs rana vulgaris were found during the fingertip 

search.  

A.4 Interpretation and evaluation  

7 The results show that the site is currently being used by terrestrial amphibians; common frog 

and smooth newt were both recorded during the fingertip search. Both the common frog and 

the smooth newt are regionally and nationally widespread, and as such are not considered 

of any significant conservation concern. However, the breeding habitat (still waterbodies; 

ponds, ditches and ephemeral waterbodies) for these species are becoming increasingly 

rare due to changes to agricultural practices and land use.  
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A.5 Conclusions  

8 The results confirm that the site is used by terrestrial amphibian’s i.e. common frog and 

smooth newt.  

9 Therefore, to comply with the requests of Kirklees Borough Council and to ensure there is 

no net loss to biodiversity it is recommended that a pond of suitable size and design is 

reinstated within the application site. This will ensure suitable breeding habitat is made 

available for any amphibians present. Please refer to section B for indicative designs for 

replacement pond.  
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B POND CREATION  

 

10 The design of the pond should be based around the following advice; 

 Pond size of between 100m² to 300m² based on English Nature (2001) is ideal but not 

possible in all scenarios. Alternatively we would suggest the advice of Froglife (2001), 

who suggest a minimum size of 25m² for ponds intended to support great crested 

newts. Any smaller than 25m² and the pond will not be sufficient size to support 

populations of great crested newts. A pond of this size would also be of suitable size 

to support populations of frogs and smooth newts, which were recorded on the site.  

 The maximum depth of the pond should be between 1m and 4m at the centre of the 

pond. The pond’s side should be banked out from this providing both deeper water as 

well as shallow water near the bankside. Please refer to Figure 1 for an indicative 

cross section. 

 The shape of the pond should maximise the length of the shore line. 

 Trees and shade should be kept to a minimum on the south side of the pond. This 

allows sunlight to reach the pond increasing the water temperature and facilitating the 

growth of aquatic vegetation. 

 Vegetation should be present both within the pond (emergent and submerged) and on 

the bankside. Species suitable for this include water forget-me-not Myosotis 

scorpioides, flote/sweet grass Glyceria fluitans and great hairy willowherb Epilobium 

hirsutum while submerged species could include stoneworts (e.g. Chara spp.), curled 

pondweed Potamogeton crispus or water crowfoot Ranunculus aquatili. This 

vegetation provides both cover for GCN, habitat for GCN prey while submerged 

vegetation provides material for eggs to be laid upon during breeding. 

 Within the pond, fish should not be present as they prey upon young great crested 

newts and other amphibians  

 The pond can be fenced from the surrounding area to limit access if so required. If 

this is installed it should not impair amphibians getting to and from the pond. 

 The pond should be appropriately lined to aid water retention, with mineral (bentonite, 

clay) pond lining favoured over plastic.  

 An agreement should be in place with the landowner of the pond to ensure that it is to 

be maintained for a minimum of five years.



 

Mark Smith  
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Figure 1 Indicative cross-section of proposed waterbody 



 

APPENDIX A 

Consultation Response: Kirklees Council Heritage & Design 

Granny Lane, 18, Lower Hopton, demolition and erection of 2 dwellings 

2015/90384efugia 

Rationale: to ensure compliance with Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and, compliance with the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

Survey findings 

At the time of the survey bats were not using the building for roosting although use could not 

be ruled out, especially given the presence of a maternity roost close by and the presence of 

roost features. Consequently, it is recommended that the demolition of the building is 

preceded by a dawn activity survey if the works are to be carried out in the bat activity 

season or, under the supervision of a licensed bat ecologist if carried out during November 

to March inclusive. 

Please note that the method statement states that a traditional bitumen roof liner must 

be used in the new buildings. 

The over mature oak tree in the garden has high bat roost potential although this tree is to 

be retained. If any works are to be carried out to the tree then this should be preceded by a 

bat activity survey or endoscope search depending upon the time of year. It also appears 

that this tree may be categorised as an Important Tree for either, or both, its age and 

characteristics. The tree should be retained as such. 

Most of the peripheral boundary vegetation is to be retained post development and there are 

not likely to be any adverse impacts on habitat networks providing appropriate mitigation 

measures are adopted.  

The pond within the garden has been in filled with gravel before it was surveyed and after 

submission of the application. Consequently, it was not possible to carry out a Habitat 

Suitability Index assessment and there are uncertainties around the status of the pond for 

amphibians. Although there are great-crested newt records for the area, these are beyond 1 

km from the site. Also, given the small size of the pond the risk to GCN is low although a 

replacement pond should be provided as proposed in the report.  

Even so, a precautionary hand search of suitable amphibian habitat within the garden should 

be undertaken before the application is determined. If any GCN are found then an EPS 

license will be required. Otherwise the following measures should be adopted. 

 

Biodiversity Mitigation and Enhancement Measures 

The demolition of the existing building shall be carried out in complete accordance with 

Section G of the Bat Method Statement in the Ecological Report submitted with the 
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application, with the provision of new bat roost features detailed in a Biodiversity 

Enhancement Plan.  

 

A Biodiversity Enhancement Plan, to be approved by the LPA, shall be conditioned and 

implemented at the site and this shall include the following measures: 

 Landscaping: the retention of trees and vegetation/boundary hedges where removal 
is not required to accommodate building or access. The retention of the over-mature 
oak tree. Where trees and shrubs are removed there should be replacement planting 
to enhance and develop habitat networks within and beyond the site through the 
planting of native tree and shrub species.  

 Pond: The development shall include the provision of a replacement pond at an 
agreed location within the garden which shall also be of a type and size to provide 
suitable breeding habitat for amphibians. The pond shall be constructed under the 
supervision of an ecologist and be in place before the next breeding season for 
amphibians (the beginning of February 2016). 

 Bat boxes: the erection of an appropriate number of bat boxes in the form of Schweglar 
type 1FR/2FR bat boxes or similar (or roost features as recommended in the in Bat Method 
Statement), installed integral to the new dwelling within the site.  

 Bird boxes: the erection of a sparrow terrace integral to the north facing wall of the 
garage which should be located at least 3 metres above the ground. 

 Lighting: details of artificial lighting including security lighting. Note that there should 
be no light spillage into tree habitats and tree corridors or, areas with bat roost 
potential including installed bat boxes.  

 

Reason: In the interests of the biodiversity of the site and in accordance with the Wildlife & 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2010 and, compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 

Jeff Keenlyside 

Biodiversity 

Date:   27/08/15 
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