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If you are one of the millions of people who have already had 
your vaccine, thank you for helping to keep us all safe and 
contributing to the low death and hospitalisation rates relating 
to COVID-19.  

Everyone in Kirklees has a part 
to play in keeping themselves and 
their communities safe. That’s 
why we’re urging people to get 
tested, stick to the guidance and 
– above all – to get vaccinated. If 
you’re over 18, you can book your 
vaccination now. It’s free, easy to do 
and you’ll protect yourself and your 
community. 

The coronavirus vaccine is one of 
the best things we can do to protect 
each other and get back to doing 
the things we’ve all missed. 

As of June 2021, the vaccination 
programme in Kirklees has 
vaccinated:

We also know that some people 
have concerns about the COVID-19 
vaccines, and we have tried to 
address some of those concerns 
and myths in this leafl et.

260,000+
people have had their

first dose

185,000+
people have had their 

second dose

74% of all adults
in Kirklees

53% of all adults
in Kirklees



The vaccines do not 
contain any animal or 
foetal products

There are no foetal cells or animal 
products whatsoever in the 
AstraZeneca or Pfizer vaccines. 
These have been approved as halal 
by Muslim leaders and leaders of 
the Hindu and Jewish faiths have 
also endorsed the vaccines.

Evidence to show the 
vaccine is safe for BAME 
communities

The Public Assessment Reports 
contain all the scientific information 
about the trials and information on 
trial participants.

For the Pfizer vaccine, participants 
included 9.6 percent black/African, 
26.1 percent Hispanic/Latino and 
3.4 percent Asian.

For the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine, 10.1 percent of trial 
recipients were black and 3.5 
percent Asian.

There is no evidence either of 
the vaccines work differently in 
different ethnic groups.



The vaccine was 
developed safely

Millions of people in the UK have 
had a Covid-19 vaccine and reports 
of any serious side effects, such as 
allergic reactions, have been very 
rare.

The vaccines have been thoroughly 
tested to make sure they are 
safe and effective. They have 
been approved by the Medicine 
and Health Regulatory Authority 
(MHRA), an independent body that 
follows international standards 
of safety, and they have gone 
through the same clinical trials and 
safety checks as all other licensed 
medicines.

There were lots of people from 
around the world involved in 
this ground-breaking medical 
advancement, their expertise  
meant that they were able to 
develop the vaccines relatively 
quickly compared to other 
medicines.

The different phases of the  
clinical trial were delivered to 
overlap instead of running one 
phase finishing before another  
one started. This sped up the 
clinical process.

 
 
There was a rolling assessment of 
data packages as soon as they were 
available so experts at the MHRA 
could review as the trial was being 
delivered, ask questions along the 
way and request extra information 
as needed – as opposed to getting 
all information at the end of a trial.

Clinical trials managed to recruit 
people very quickly as a global 
effort meant thousands of people 
were willing to volunteer.



The vaccine has no 
impact on fertility

Medical experts and scientists 
agree that it is not possible for the 
vaccines to affect fertility.

The vaccines protect people from 
becoming seriously ill or dying from 
Covid-19. If you are at risk from 
Covid-19, it is very important that 
you get protected and have your 
vaccine when it is offered.

There have been a lot of rumours 
that the vaccines could affect 
fertility but these are not true.

Here’s why:

• There is no scientific process by 
which the vaccines could affect 
men’s or women’s fertility.

• Like all vaccines, the covid-19 
vaccines teaches your body to 
fight the disease and to develop 
antibodies to do this. They do 
not have any ingredients that 
would affect fertility and the 
components leave the body 
within a few days.

• It is standard practice to only 
recommend new medicines to 
pregnant women or those who 
are looking to get pregnant once 
enough data is available. Now 
that more data is available, the 
independent body responsible 
for assessing the safety of 

vaccines (the Joint Committee for 
Vaccinations & Immunisations), 
has updated its advice and says 
there is no need for women to 
delay pregnancy after having 
either vaccine.

What the experts say about the 
vaccines and fertility:

Kate Heighway – Lead Midwife at 
Calderdale & Huddersfield NHS 
Trust:

“There is no evidence of either 
vaccine having any impact 
on fertility, or any reason to 
suggest they could. I would 
encourage everyone who is 
offered the vaccine to take up 
that offer. It’s safe and gives 
you the best protection against 
the virus.”

The British Fertility Society and 
Association of Reproductive and 
Clinical Scientists:

“There is absolutely no 
evidence, and no theoretical 
reason, that any of the 
vaccines can affect the fertility 
of women or men.”



Dr Edward Morris, president of the 
Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists: 

“We want to reassure women 
that there is no evidence 
to suggest that COVID-19 
vaccines will affect fertility. 
There is no biologically 
plausible mechanism by 
which current vaccines would 
cause any impact on women’s 
fertility. Evidence has not been 
presented that women who 
have been vaccinated go on to 
have fertility problems.”

Dr Gayatri Amirthalingam, 
Consultant, Public Health England, 
National Immunisation Team:

“Studies have shown that, like 
other vaccines, once you are 
vaccinated the components 
of this vaccine travel to your 
lymph glands and within 
a matter of days there are 
removed as waste products 
from your body. And so there 
is no mechanism by which 
this vaccine could affect your 
current or future fertility.”

Professor Chris Whitty, Chief 
Medical Officer for England:

“There is no evidence of any of 
the vaccines having any impact 
on fertility, and it would be 
surprising if any of them did 
do. This is not an area where 
people should be concerned.”

Vaccines do not contain 
any chips or trackers for 
surveillance

Independent authorities across the 
world from countries that compete 
with each other have approved 
the vaccine and not found any 
microchips. The truth is that there 
are far easier ways to track the 
population (mobile phones/ bank 
cards etc) than biological trackers.

COVID and the 5G 
network – no scientific 
connection

This myth started as the COVID 
outbreak coincided with 5G being 
rolled out in Wuhan. It ignores 
the fact that 5G had been started 
in other areas of China before 
the COVID outbreak. COVID has 
also affected countries that do 
not have 5G. There is no scientific 
connection.



Doctors want people 
to make an informed 
choice to take the 
vaccine 

The NHS want people to make their 
own minds up based on factual 
information, not myths. Most 
countries will rely on education 
rather than dictation to convince 
the population. However, it 
would be irresponsible of health 
professionals not to highlight areas 
where they feel people are being 
misled – sometimes deliberately 
and dangerously.

Catching COVID after 
having the vaccine is not 
proof they don’t work 

Catching COVID after having the 
vaccine is not proof they don’t 
work. You might still catch COVID 
after vaccination but the vaccine 
protects you from becoming 
severely unwell and  suffering from 
the serious complications of COVID 
will be greatly reduced.

No vaccine is 100% effective, so 
everyone should continue to take 
the recommended precautions 
to avoid infection – wash your 
hands well and often, wear a face 
covering when required, maintain 
a safe distance from people you do 

not live with and make sure there 
is fresh air circulating wherever 
possible.

Make sure you and anyone in your 
household aged 11 or over takes a 
rapid lateral flow test twice a week 
and report results whether positive 
or negative.

You still need to get 
vaccinated if you have 
already had COVID

We do not know how long 
protection remains after COVID 
infection, therefore having the 
vaccine is very strongly advised. 
People infected with COVID are 
likely to be protected for some 
months, but further research is 
required. These individuals could 
still transmit the virus to others. 
The current advice is to wait  
4 weeks after having COVID before 
having the vaccine.

Young and low risk – you 
still need to have the 
vaccine

During this pandemic, adults 
aged 18 - 64 accounted for 40% of 
daily covid hospital admissions. 
Although the risk is higher with 
age and certain health conditions, 
COVID can affect people of any 



age. COVID can cause long term 
complications (long COVID) and 
death. The vaccine is designed to 
reduce the risk of these disastrous 
consequences.

COVID versus The Flu

COVID kills up to 10x more people 
than the flu. Research at John 
Hopkins University indicates that 
COVID is more fatal, has a negative 
impact on people for up to 30 days 
longer and spreads faster than  
the flu. 

Make sure you get your 
second jab 

Research has shown the vaccines 
help:
• reduce your risk of getting 

seriously ill or dying from 
COVID-19

• reduce your risk of catching or 
spreading COVID-19

• protect against COVID-19 
variants.

The 1st dose should give you some 
protection from 3 or 4 weeks after 
you’ve had it. But you need 2 doses 
for stronger and longer-lasting 
protection.

In line with the latest government 
guidance second vaccinations are 
available for people 8 to 12 weeks 
after their first dose. This is to 
help ensure maximum protection 
is achieved after two doses. We 
do not routinely offer second 
vaccinations earlier than this, 
unless clinically appropriate.

There is a chance you might still 
get or spread COVID-19 even if you 
have a vaccine, so it’s important 
to continue to follow all social 
distancing guidance.

For more on the Kirklees Vaccination Programme and to book your 
vaccine visit: www.kirklees.gov.uk/covid19vaccinations or ring 
freephone number 119 between 7am and 11pm seven days a week.

If you want to know more about the COVID-19 vaccines,  
visit the Government website at: http://bit.ly/govvaccineinfo
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Help stop the spread

It’s not over yet, the vaccination programme is making a huge difference 
but we all need to continue to:

Self-isolate when asked
Support is available via 
our Covid-19 Community 
Response freephone helpline 
0800 4561114

Get tested regularly – 
especially if you have 
symptoms

Wash hands regularly

Wear a face covering

Be kind – to your 
neighbours and to 
yourself, it’s been a 
tough time for everyone

Keep a safe distance 
from people outside of 
your household

Meet other households 
outdoors or in 
ventilated spaces

2m
where 

possible

Have you had yours?


