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EASY:

moderate: 

challenging:



This walk takes in a variety of wildlife habitats, including rivers 
and streams, woodland, pasture and a formal park. There are 
good views of the Holme Valley, Castle Hill and the Pennines.  
The walk goes through one of the best examples of clough 
woodland in the area and there are many historical landscape 
features from disused railways to quarries and wells.  
The network of drystone walls on the grassland plateau is 
striking and distinctive of the area. It is encouraging to see old 
mill buildings being brought back into use so ensuring their 
survival.  Along part of the route is Johnson’s Quarry, the largest 
active quarry in Kirklees, producing high quality masonry stone.  
Like the legacies left from earlier times, even here there are 
benefits - following extraction this land will be restored to 
wildlife habitat.

Grade:		 	 Moderate	

Time:	 	 	 3	hours

Distance:	 	 4	miles

Start/Finish:	 	 Armitage	Bridge	–	

	 	 	 circular	walk

Alternative:	 	 Start	at	Berry	Brow	
	 	 	 Railway	Station	(½		mile)

Suggested	direction:	Anti-clockwise

dean wood & beaumont
park circular

1.  From Armitage Bridge take the public footpath heading north out 
of the village with the cricket field on the right.  

2.  Cross Meltham Road and take the public footpath signposted to 
the left up the hill (alongside the house to the left).  

3.  Turn left onto the disused railway – the old Meltham Branch line - 
and follow this almost to the end (150 metres before it disappears 
into a closed off tunnel).  

4.  Take the footpath, which leads along the top of the railway 
embankment to the left. The path takes a turn to the right, 
crossing over the tunnel and meets another path.  Carry on up 
the slope and turn left to Butternab Road. An alternative at point 
3 is to carry on up the hill and bear left to walk through Beaumont 
Park to Butternab Road.

5.   Before turning right up Nab Road look left beyond the trees, 
there are excellent views of Castle Hill, the Holme Valley and, to 
Huddersfield beyond the spectacular Penistone Line viaduct.  A 
little way up Nab Road there is a track (public footpath) on the left, 
30 metres along the track a public footpath leads off to the right 
into Butter Nab Wood.

6.  The path emerges from the wood at Nether Moor Road.  Cross 
the road and take the diagonal path across the fields to Nether 
Moor Farm.

7.   At the end of the track leading from the farm turn left onto Sandy 
Lane.

8.  From Sandy Lane, turn left after crossing the stream, into Dean 
Wood. The path runs along the top of the ravine and care is needed      
as the drop is almost vertical in parts.  

9.     Where the path splits, take the left fork onto a small area of open 
heath.  There is a seat with magnificent views over the woodland.  
This path rejoins the main path after a short distance.

10.   From Deyne Road take the path down into the wood next to the 
seat. Below the steps the path splits.  Take the path to the left 
which leads back up the valley.

11.  Although not well marked the path drops down to the stream, 
where there are steps and boulders, cross the stream here.  Take 
care as the rocks may be slippery.  Climb the steps and follow 
the path to the right and back down the valley.

12.  Again the path is not well marked until it reaches the old quarry 
track (distinguished by a depression with embankments either 
side).  Turn right down the quarry track and then down a steep 
path (no steps) towards the stream.  

13.  After crossing the bridge over the stream, climb the steps.  Turn 
right onto Nether Moor Road and proceed under the railway 
bridge (the old Meltham Branch line again).  

14.  Cross Meltham Road into Delph Lane, almost opposite Nether 
Moor Road. Turn left off Delph Lane onto Bourn View Road.  Note 
there are two signs, which state Bourn View Road.  Take the 
second, a long straight road, which turns into a bridleway.   

15.  Follow the bridleway until you reach a footpath junction.  Take 
the left turn which drops back down into Armitage Bridge and 
the starting point.

Dean Wood a good example of 
ancient oak woodland
     
Dean Wood lies in a steep sided clough.  The valley floor is carpeted 
in mosses, ferns and other plants that thrive in the moist and shady 
environment. Small waterfalls and flushes spring from the valley 
side. One of these flushes (between points 11 and 12) gives the 
woodland a completely different character, where ash trees and elm 
(mostly dead standing wood) dominate rather than oak. The reason 
for this difference is likely to be a lime-rich seam of shale which 
gives rise to a more alkaline soil.

Beaumont Park

Beaumont Park is a Victorian park, currently undergoing 
restoration.  It is bordered by an area of mature woodland along 
the lower slopes.  Running through the woodland is the old branch 
line to Meltham along which the path is routed. In its heyday 
when steam trains plied the route, the environment would have 
been much more open – sparks from steam trains often caused 
fires on embankments which prevented tree growth.  

Woodland birds – more easily heard than seen!

When trees are in leaf, it can be very difficult to see woodland 
birds.  The best way of finding out what is around is to learn the 
sounds and songs that different species make, from the drumming 
of woodpeckers to the liquid notes of the willow warbler.  Start 
with the more familiar species first, like the blackbird, robin, 
wren, chaffinch, dunnock and song thrush.  Late winter is a good 
time to do this, the birds are more easily seen. Once these are 
learnt, their songs can be ‘filtered out’ as you listen for other less 
familiar species, like the warblers, which start to arrive in April. 

Context

This walk has been devised as part of an initiative by the River 
Corridor Greenway Project, which aims to create a better 
environment for people living and working in the River Colne 
area.  

With funding from Big Lottery under the Transforming Your Space 
programme, the project has been managed by Environmental 
Alliance in partnership with Paddock Community Forum, the 
River Colne Project, Milnsbridge Enhancement Group and 
Longwood Village Group. Projects undertaken in these areas 
have been designed to link to a wider network of green spaces 
and greenways being developed along the river corridors.  This 
network can be used in many different ways for recreation, 
relaxation and, as an environmentally friendly means of travel.  It 
is a safe, healthy and heritage-rich environment.
 
 Credits

The River Corridor Greenway Project is grateful for the support 
it received from Kirklees Council and the many volunteers who 
have contributed to the project.
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