
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
WHAT IS THE HECA REPORT?  

 
The Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 
(HECA) requires every UK local authority 
with housing responsibilities to submit an 
annual energy conservation report to the 
secretary of state.  
 
The report identifies practical and cost-
effective measures that significantly 
improve the energy efficiency of all types 
of residential accommodation in the local 
authority’s area.  
 
The measures include information, 
advice, education and promotion as well 
as grants or loans and carrying out 
specific works such as insulation. The 
report also includes information on the 
cost of the measures and an assessment 
of the reduction of carbon dioxide 
emissions as a result of the measures 
implemented. Improvements achieved 
through HECA will contribute to meeting 
the UK’s Climate Change commitments.  
 
Here you will find a summary of the 
information that has been submitted by 
Kirklees Council for the reporting period 
1st April 2007 – 31st March 2008.  

 
KIRKLEES COUNCIL  
 
Kirklees Council adopted a 2025 
Environment Vision during 2006/7 and 
also set out a new four part ambition 
statement. One of those is the Green 
Ambition, which states that Kirklees will 
“be a beacon of green living in the UK 
and at a European Level by enabling the 
council to continue to place its 
environment work at the forefront of 
action in the UK and to mainstream 
sustainability into decision making” 
 
During 2007/8 we have continued to 
develop an action plan to deliver the 
Green Ambition and the Environment 
Vision through the council’s corporate 
change programme. 
 
In 2007 Kirklees Council launched both 
their Affordable Warmth Strategy and a 
Kirklees Warm Zone. Over forty partner 
organisations were consulted to deliver 
affordable warmth through four key areas 
of work around awareness and education, 
finance, health and housing.  
 
The key project to deliver energy 
efficiency measures across the council is 
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the Kirklees Warm Zone Programme 
(2007-2010) which is offering free 
insulation measures to every home 
across the council, irrespective of the 
householder income. The Warm Zone 
programme is also working with a range 
of partners – four benefit agencies, West 
Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Services, 
Yorkshire Water, Private Sector Housing, 
and Carers Gateway to maximise 
additional support on offer to 
householders.  
 
The council has committed an investment 
of over £9 million in the scheme with 
match funding from our utility partner 
Scottish Power equating to capital 
investment of over £20 million in 
insulation improvements. It is a key 
deliverable in the councils Green 
Ambition to help combat climate change. 
To date, over 19,500 assessment forms 
have been completed and over 7,000 
insulation measures have been installed 
in 5300 properties.  
 
 
ACTIVITIES IN 2007-2008 
 
The HECA report includes information 
about activities Kirklees Council, Kirklees 
Energy Services and Kirklees 
Neighbourhood Housing have undertaken 
during the reporting period which have 
contributed to increasing energy 
efficiency in homes across Kirklees. A 
summary of these activities are detailed 
below.  
 
Kirklees Council 
 

·  Warm Homes Kirklees: A scheme 
to install central heating in 
households suffering from extreme 
fuel poverty. In the reporting 
period, 21 households received 
central heating.  

·  Working in Schools: The School 
Climate Champions project saw 15 
schools participating in a 

programme that provides fun, 
interactive education about climate 
change.  

·  Warm Front: Partnership working 
with the national government 
energy saving scheme.  

·  Landlord Accreditation Scheme: A 
scheme to promote energy 
efficiency through handbooks, 
newsletters and small grants. At 
the end of the reporting period, 
200 landlords were a member of 
the scheme. 

·  Fuel Poverty Projects: There are 
many fuel poverty projects that are 
supported by a variety of 
partnership organisations. Some of 
the activities include free gas 
servicing of heating appliances for 
vulnerable households, help and 
advice on changing energy tariffs 
and priority referrals for the Warm 
Zone scheme.  

·  Hard to Treat Homes: A scheme 
assisting householders suffering 
from fuel poverty and unable to 
access help via any current local 
or national schemes.  

·  KEEP Warm: The scheme started 
in 2004, offering insulation for low 
income private sector households 
over 60. The funding was 
absorbed into the Kirklees Warm 
Zone programme but monitoring 
continues on this target group.  

·  Regeneration Initiatives: Kirklees 
Council has worked with several 
regeneration projects to ensure 
that improvements to the local 
area have environmental 
considerations.  

·  Kirklees Warm Zone: Free cavity 
wall and loft insulation to any 
suitable home in Kirklees, 
regardless of a person’s income.  

·  Thermal Imaging: The council is 
using a thermal image map of the 
district to promote the Warm Zone 
Programme and to promote energy 
efficiency in the home.  



Kirklees Energy Services (Local 
Energy Efficiency Advice Centre)  
 

·  WYSE (West Yorkshire Saving 
Energy): Private Sector 
Households were encouraged to 
undertake enerfy efficiency works 
to their homes. In the reporting 
period, 39 new central heating 
systems were installed.  

·  Energy Help Loan – A revolving 
loan scheme for Kirklees residents.  

 
Kirklees Neighbourhood Housing - 
KNH (Arms Length Management 
Organisation) 
 

·  KNH provide help and advice to 
Kirklees Council tenants. The help 
provided includes energy advice 
home visits, energy talks and 
training sessions provided to the 
community, dissemination of 
information and answering energy 
advice enquiries.  

·  Fitted 694 gas central heating 
installations under the Decent 
Homes programme.  

·  26,000 households received low 
energy lamps through the Npower 
Lamp Saver Scheme.  

 
 
ACTIVITIES PLANNED IN 2008 
 
The HECA report also includes details 
about planned activities for the next 
reporting period that will contribute to 
increasing energy efficiency in homes 
across Kirklees. A summary of these 
activities are detailed below.  
 

·  Communications and Behaviour 
Change: There are several 
awareness raising and behavioural 
change projects planned for the 
next reporting period, aiming to 
increase public understanding and 
awareness of climate change 

issues and to stimulate positive 
environmental action.  

·  Renewable Energy Projects: A 
number of different renewable 
energy projects have been 
planned for the next reporting 
period, including a hydropower 
installation at Aspley Weir, a 
feasibility study for biomass and 
solar electricity at 9 KNH sites and 
a district heating scheme planned 
for some council and business 
premises in Kirklees.  

·  Private Funded Initiatives (PFI): 
Kirklees Council’s housing PFI 
project “Excellent Homes for Life” 
will continue in 2008-9 and will 
hopefully see 550 new units of 
affordable and special needs 
housing built to Code for 
Sustainable Homes Standards 
level 3+ across the borough in the 
next three years.   

·  RE-Charge Scheme: The RE-
Charge Scheme offers 
homeowners in Kirklees an interest 
free loan up to £10,000 to install 
renewable or low carbon 
technologies onto their property.  

·  Corporate Sustainable Schools 
Strategy: A corporate strategy is 
currently in development, with the 
aim of pulling together current 
activities and implementing new 
activities, to provide a broader 
strategy for developing 
sustainability in schools.  

 
 
IN SUMMARY 
 
In this reporting period, Kirklees Council 
achieved an 8.10% improvement in 
energy efficiency and a reduction of 
70.688 tonnes of CO2 emissions across 
all housing sectors from the previous 
reporting period.  
 
The local authority spent £8.424.344 
million on measures to achieve this, and 



including contributions from partner 
organisations, the total spent on 
measures was £17,691,285 million. * 
 
Since the first HECA report in 1996, the 
overall energy efficiency of the Kirklees 
housing stock has improved by 39.98%. 
Kirklees Council are committed to 
continuing to invest and work towards 
increasing the energy efficiency of the 
housing stock in Kirklees and to reducing 
our carbon emissions.  
 
 
* These figures have been taken from the information 
provided by Private Sector Housing, Kirklees 
Neighbourhood Housing, Kirklees Energy Services and 
other partners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information please 
contact: 
 
Kirklees Council 
Environment Unit 
23 Estate Buildings 
Railway Street  
Huddersfield   
HD1 1JY 
 
Tel: 01484 223568 
Fax: 01484 223576 
environment.unit@kirklees.gov.uk 
 


