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Hearing Statement – David Wilson Homes 
 

Matter 8 – Approach to site allocations and Green Belt release 
 

Issue – Is the Plan’s approach to identifying site allocations (housing, employment and mixed 
use), safeguarded land and Green Belt releases soundly based and in line with national 

policy? 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 We write on behalf of our client David Wilson Homes (DWH) to provide their hearing statement 

to Matter 8 of the Kirklees Local Plan Examination in Public. The comments made in this 
statement should be considered alongside DWH’s representations to the Publication Draft 
Kirklees Local Plan (PDLP) dated November 2016. 
 

1.2 DWH want a sound Local Plan to be in place. They believe that this is paramount in achieving 
the Borough’s housing and economic objectives. Particularly given that Kirklees Council is a 
Green Belt authority. Importantly, DWH believe that a sound Local Plan can be achieved 
through the modifications process. 
 

1.3 DWH believe that the Council’s approach to identifying site allocations and green belt release 
is soundly based in respect of the majority of the proposed housing allocations. 
 

1.4 With specific regard to Matter 8 Question D(v) evidence is provided in this statement to 
demonstrate that the release of BDW’s land interest at Windsor Farm, Chidswell (Ref. H559) 
would not result in the perception of coalescence of Gawthorpe and the Chidswell/Shaw Cross 
areas of Dewsbury. 

 
LAND AT WINDSOR FARM, CHIDSWELL LANE – SUPPORT FOR SITE REFERENCE H559 

 

2.1 DWH fully supports the principle of the proposed allocation of the site by the Council within 

the Kirklees Local Plan. It is our considered opinion that the development proposals are situated 

in a suitable and highly sustainable location in respect of existing settlement form and there are 

no technical or environmental (built and natural) constraints that would preclude the 

development of the site.  

 

2.2 DWH previously provided evidence to the Council in respect of the sustainability and 

deliverability of the site in their representations dated 16th December 2016. 

 

2.3 In their initial representations to the Council, DWH identified two potential development options 

associated with the Windsor Farm site as follows: - 

• The development of the site in isolation to deliver circa 250 homes and associated open 

space; & 

• The development of the site with the inclusion of an access road connecting site 

Ref.MX1905 to Owl Lane (B6128) alongside the delivery of circa 250 homes and associated 

open space. 

 

2.4 On account of the positive discussions that have taken place with the adjacent landowners, 

DWH proposed one potential development option for the site in their most recent 

representations as follows:  

• The development of the site with the inclusion of an access road connecting site 

Ref.MX1905 to Owl Lane (B6128) alongside the delivery of circa 280 homes and associated 

open space. 
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2.5 This latest option ensures that our client’s development proposals are in full accordance with 

the Council’s policy requirements for the site as identified in the Publication Draft Local Plan.  

 

2.6 For the avoidance of any doubt, DWH’s site could still be delivered in isolation if this would be 

required. 

 

2.7 This statement seeks to respond directly to Matter 8 Question D(v) and specifically in response 

to Wakefield Council’s objection to the allocation of the site. 

 

2.8 A Landscape & Visual Statement and Green Belt review of the site has been carried out by 

Pegasus Group on behalf of DWH in February 2016 and was submitted alongside their previous 

representations. Following the receipt of details of Wakefield Council’s objection to the site’s 

allocation, DWH requested Pegasus Group to consider the details of the objections and to 

respond appropriately. 

 

2.9 This statement provided details of Pegasus Groups’ initial Landscape & Visual Statement and 

Green Belt assessment of the site, followed by details of their response to Wakefield Council’s 

concerns. 

 
LANDSCAPE AND GREEN BELT ASSESSMENT (2016) 

 
3.1 With regards to the site’s current location within the Kirklees Green Belt, the document provides 

an assessment of the site against the five Green Belt purposes identified in Paragraph 80 of 

the National Planning Policy Framework. The conclusions of this assessment are identified 

below. 

 

• The development of the site would not result in unrestricted urban sprawl: - 

The assessment of the relationship of the proposed site and the existing Green Belt area 
with the current built up area boundary requires consideration in relation to the potential for 
urban sprawl. The degree of containment provided by adjoining built up areas can indicate 
how much proposed development may potentially project development from the existing 
boundaries of the built-up area.  
 
The site is constrained by the local road network on three sides and these features would 
act to prevent sprawl in these directions. The only potential for sprawl would be to the south 
and the presence of a small watercourse along this boundary which as a physical landscape 
feature forms the administrative boundary between Kirklees and Wakefield. This boundary 
has the potential through sensitive master planning to form a robust green belt boundary as 
well as improve the character of the remaining green belt south of this stream. 
 
In addition, it is noted that the approved development to the west of Owl Lane (Planning 
Application reference 2014/62/90780/E, approved November 2014) brings the settlement 
edge (and green belt edge) further south along Owl Lane in the vicinity of the site entrance 
to Amberwood Close (currently under construction). 
 
Given the topography of the site and the limited inter-visibility with the landscape to the east 
of Chidswell Lane, with appropriate master planning considerations the site offers 
considerable potential to round off the urban area and provide a more subtle and natural 
urban edge. In conclusion, there would be no unrestricted sprawl. 
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• The development of the site would not result in the merging of adjacent 

settlements: - 

Strategically in the context of Kirklees, assessment of this Green Belt purpose is the 
identification of the role this portion of the Green Belt performs in terms of preventing built 
up areas (i.e. land not in the Green Belt), from merging into one another. In the context of 
the proposed site this relates to the settlement of Ossett (located within Wakefield) to the 
south. 
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that there is development along Owl Lane, the character and more 
open and sporadic nature of this development (relative to the separate areas of settlement) 
is not considered to have the potential to result in a ‘merging’ effect as a result of the 
development of the site. There would remain an undeveloped parcel of land between the 
settlements. The site therefore is considered to perform a role of lower importance in 
preventing built up areas from merging. In conclusion, there would be no merging of 
neighbouring towns. 

 

• The site does not assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment: - 

To assess this aspect of the five purposes of the Green Belt, an appraisal of the extent to 
which the land constitutes “open countryside” can be made. At a local level, the site falls 
within Landscape Type E8 - Batley – Dewsbury Rural Fringes. The site displays landscape 
characteristics associated with this landscape type being as it is a limited area of intensive 
arable cultivation in an otherwise predominantly pastoral agricultural context. However, the 
landscape type is described as a “fragmented landscape” with “urban fringe pockets”. This 
is especially true of the site given the strong influence of the immediate urban context on 
landscape character. The sense of tranquillity and rural character present in some areas of 
the Landscape Type are not displayed here where urban expansion is a more defining 
characteristic. 
 
The site has a gently sloping western aspect lying on the western slopes of a local ridgeline 
that aligns broadly with Chidswell Lane. This western aspect coupled with development and 
vegetative features present along Chidswell Lane act to visually separate the site from the 
landscape to the east. Except in a small number of locations along the boundary of the site 
on Chidswell Lane where the site can be seen in opposing views to views of the landscape 
to the east, there are no locations where these are seen together. 
 
Whilst the site currently demonstrates some rural characteristics in terms of its arable 
agricultural use and the presence of rural landscape features, it has a very limited visual 
relationship with the wider rural landscape to the east and is considered to perform a role of 
lower importance in this regard. It is also noted that there is no public accessibility across 
the site and no connectivity with the wider landscape. In conclusion, the site is not part of 
the open countryside. 

 

• The proposed development of the site will have no detrimental effect on the setting 

and special character of historic features: - 

In order to assess this purpose in relation to this site, consideration is given to conservation 
areas, listed buildings and other features of historic significance. There are no listed 
buildings or features of designated historic significance within or immediately surrounding 
the site and there is no inter-visibility between the site and any such features within the wider 
landscape. 
 

• To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other 

urban land: - 
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It has been identified as part of the production of the new Local Plan process that there is 
insufficient capacity available from urban regeneration sites to meet proposed future 
development growth in Kirklees, therefore sites will have to be sought outside the currently 
defined urban area. In conclusion, the site does not perform a role in this purpose. 

 

3.2 With regards to the impact of the development on the Green Belt, the review concludes by 

stating that in combination with the revised boundary associated with the approved 

development to the west of Owl Lane, the site offers considerable potential to round off the 

urban area, provide a robust green belt boundary and create a more subtle and natural urban 

edge to Chidswell. Development on the proposed site would have little influence on the green 

belt land to the east (which is acknowledged to have been accepted as a mixed-use site option) 

due to the visual disconnect created through the local ridgeline that aligns broadly with 

Chidswell Lane. Sensitive treatment of the southern boundary has the potential to improve the 

character of the remaining green belt to the south through the creation of a subtler urban 

interface. 

 

3.3 In respect of potential landscape and visual effects, and the positive benefits of development 

on the remaining adjacent Green Belt, the assessment identifies that the existing green belt 

boundary is somewhat abrupt and contributes to a somewhat fragmented urban fringe 

character. There is considerable potential to create an equally robust green belt boundary along 

the southern boundary of the site which would create a less abrupt urban edge and provide a 

more natural green belt boundary that would complement the remaining agricultural context. 

There are also opportunities to provide improved connectivity with the wider footpath network 

and greenspace network.  

 

3.4 Whilst it is acknowledged that there are a number of sensitive visual receptors that would be 

able to see the development of the site, these are all within close proximity and heavily 

influenced by existing built form in the immediate locality. Sensitive master planning would 

therefore minimise visual influence of development. 

 

3.5 This landscape review element of the document identified that the site is not subject to any 

major landscape constraints that would prohibit its development.  Local constraints have been 

identified that can be used to inform the identification of an appropriate landscape framework 

to harness development.  These constraints have been identified alongside opportunities for 

landscape creation/enhancement strategies set out in the landscape framework plan enclosed 

within the document. 

 

3.6 The review identified the following development opportunities: - 

• Characteristic landscape features present within the site (such as hedgerows and stone 
walling) offer potential to enhance the setting of the development; 

• Opportunities to develop strong green infrastructure within the site and provide recreational 
linkages with the wider landscape; 

• Potential to improve the approach to Chidswell from the south at this gateway location; 

• Potential to ‘round off the urban edge which is influenced in this locality by the new 
development to the west of Owl Lane; 

• The site is clearly visible (although it is noted that this is limited to locations in the 
immediate vicinity); & 

• Sensitive visual receptors such as residents and users of public footpaths lie within close 
proximity. 

 

3.7 The identified landscape framework was fundamental in guiding the masterplan option for the 

site and the formulation of the amended development proposals.  
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3.8 Through utilising the conclusions of the assessment, DWH have sought to formulate a 

development which can enhance the eastern area of and Chidswell Dewsbury through a 

sensitive extension to the existing urban area, whilst importantly enhancing well defined, robust, 

boundaries in perpetuity to provide long term permanence to the Green Belt in this location of 

the District. A copy of the proposed masterplan is enclosed with this statement for ease of 

reference. 

 
LANDSCAPE AND GREEN BELT ASSESSMENT – ADDENDUM (2017) 
 

4.1 As identified above, Pegasus Group undertook an Addendum to their Landscape & Visual 

Statement and Green Belt Assessment in June 2017. The Addendum presents a further 

Landscape & Visual Appraisal of the Chidswell site in relation to Green Belt policy, in particular 

purpose 2 of the Green Belt - ‘to prevent neighbouring towns from merging into one another’. 

The Addendum specifically responds to an objection to Kirklees Council’s emerging Local Plan 

by Wakefield Council in which they stated that the “site plays an important role in preventing 

the coalescence of Chidswell and Gawthorpe to the south”. Wakefield Council also stated that 

“the southern boundary of this site shown on the draft policies map is not robust” The Addendum 

is enclosed with this statement. 

 

4.2 In considering the extent to which the site contributes to the purposes of the Green Belt, in 

particular purpose 2, the Addendum considered the following: - 

• Review of the wider Green Belt context of Kirklees and Wakefield; 

• Review of other proposed site allocations within the local Green Belt and analysis of likely 
effects on landscape character and visual amenity; 

• Visual analysis of publicly accessible linear routes in close proximity to the site; &  

• Analysis of the extent the site functions in relation to purpose 2 of the Green Belt. 
 

4.3 The document, at Figure 2, includes an amalgamated plan of the current built form, proposed 

site allocations and Green Belt within the vicinity of the site. The plan identifies that the site is 

located between two further areas of proposed allocated land; a housing allocation to the south 

west (ref: H46) and a mixed-use allocation to the east and north east (Ref: MX1905).  

 

4.4 The proposed housing allocation to the south west (Ref. H46) has been granted planning 

permission and has already been developed by Harron Homes, thus creating a new southern 

settlement boundary. As a consequence of this planning permission, the Green Belt boundary 

has in reality already been rolled back to the disused tip site south of the H46 land parcel. In 

terms of the effects upon the local landscape, the Harron development has not resulted in an 

increased perception of encroachment or sprawl in a southerly direction towards Gawthorpe 

due to the sensitive design of the development frontage, with dwellings being set back from the 

road with an area of open space.  The use of open space directly off the B6128 Owl Lane is 

beneficial to retaining a degree of openness along the route, which is otherwise characterised 

by ribbon development. Such an approach to design could be effectively mirrored on the 

Chidswell site, with development set back from the road edge to maintain the perception of 

openness as one travels along the route. 

 

4.5 The development of the proposed mixed-use allocation (Ref: MX1905) to the east and north 

east of the Site would result in a high degree of change in landscape character and visual 

amenity. Site MX1905 is located on the eastern side of a ridge line in the landscape that has a 

high degree of inter visibility with the open landscape to the east of Chidswell. The proposed 

allocation would result in a fundamental change in the character of the existing landscape to 

the east of Chidswell. The character of the northern portion of Chidswell Lane would be altered 
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by development and the existing open views available from the Lane in an easterly direction 

towards West Ardsley and Kirkhamgate would be lost to built form. Similarly, views in an 

easterly and northerly direction from the public right of way network between Gawthorpe and 

Chidswell would be altered, from undeveloped land to built development. In terms of the Green 

Belt, the boundary would be rolled back to the southern boundary of site MX1905 which is the 

administrative boundary with Wakefield, beyond which lies the Wakefield Green Belt.  

 

4.6 Assuming that the proposed mixed-use allocation is developed, the Site would become located 

within a largely urban area and the character of the local landscape would have been inevitably 

altered. The Site benefits from being located on the western side of a ridge line in the landscape 

and shares a high degree of inter-visibility with the urban fringe of Dewsbury, in particularly the 

Dewsbury Rams Rugby Ground and the industrial estate at Shaw Cross. The location of the 

Site in the landscape ensures that the Site is not visible from Gawthorpe or the public rights of 

way that pass through the Wakefield Green Belt from Gawthorpe towards Chidswell and the 

Site is only briefly visible when travelling by road between Gawthorpe and Chidswell/Shaw 

Cross. 

 

4.7 With regards to a Visual Analysis, three linear routes were considered as part of the 

assessment: - 

• Public Right of Way Ossett 3 leading to DEW/146/10; 

• Chidswell Lane; and 

• B6128 Owl Lane. 
 

4.8 Visibility of the Site from the footpath network located between Gawthorpe and Chidswell is 

extremely limited. The site is only readily perceptible from the public house garden immediately 

east of the Site. It is acknowledged that there would be views of the Site from the northern 

extremity of footpath DEWS/146/10 during winter months but such views would be heavily 

filtered by the presence of woodland. Overall, the Site does not contribute to the visual 

separation of Gawthorpe and Chidswell as experienced from the footpath network north of 

Gawthorpe. 

 

4.9 The Site is not visible from Chidswell Lane until one almost reaches the edge of the Site at the 

Kirklees and Wakefield administrative boundary. The Site does not therefore contribute to the 

visual separation of Gawthorpe and Chidswell as experienced along Chidswell Lane as a 

whole. 

 

4.10 The Site is not visible in views from Owl Lane as one leaves Gawthorpe and passes the Newly 

Weds factory. The Site only becomes a readily perceptible feature in views as one passes a 

tall belt of coniferous trees south of the Royal Oak public house, by which time the presence of 

the built form Dewsbury is already apparent and influencing the view. The lower slopes of the 

Site are the most visible in views, and through careful master planning, such views could be 

retained to provide a gateway to Dewsbury. This is illustrated in the illustrative masterplan at 

Figure 3 of the enclosed document.  

 

4.11 In responding directly to the comments from Wakefield Council, the addendum identifies that 

the proposed development of the site is required to provide a robust defensible boundary to the 

site’s southern edge. The illustrative masterplan (enclosed), indicates that the southern site 

boundary would be planted to create a landscape buffer which would provide a robust and 

defensible boundary to the Green Belt.  The landscape buffer would also link with existing green 

infrastructure to the east of the site with regards to the woodland off Chidswell Lane, and would 

also link with the open space created at the frontage of the Harron Homes development, which 
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is already subject to planning permission and is under construction. Overall, there would be a 

coherent undeveloped ‘green’ approach to the Wakefield/Kirklees boundary. 

 

4.12 The Addendum concludes that the Site does not readily contribute to a perception of separation 

between Gawthorpe and Chidswell. The Site is not visible from much of Chidswell Lane and 

the public right of network north of Gawthorpe, and the Site only becomes perceptible from Owl 

Lane when travelling towards Shaw Cross within close proximity to the Site itself. The south 

west corner of the Site is the most sensitive in terms of contributing to a sense of open space 

on the approach to Shaw Cross when travelling along Owl Lane from Gawthorpe. The 

illustrative masterplan submitted previously demonstrates that this sense of open space can be 

retained as part of future development. In terms of creating a strong Green Belt southern 

boundary, the illustrative masterplan indicates that a landscape buffer can be created at the 

Kirklees/ Wakefield boundary which would define this boundary.  This buffer would also visually 

soften the appearance of development from the local environs.  

 

4.13 Overall, development within the Site would not result in the perception of coalescence of 

Gawthorpe and the Chidswell/Shaw Cross areas of Dewsbury. 

RESPONSE TO QUESTION D(v) 

 

5.1 On account of the evidence provided above, it is our clear view that the Council’s Site Allocation 

& Green Belt Review process has taken full account of the remaining gaps between different 

settlements and the maintenance of separate settlement identity. 

 

5.2 With specific regard to Wakefield Local Authority area, the enclosed Addendum illustrates that 

there are no emerging development proposals located to the north of Gawthorpe which would 

reduce the resulting gap with Chidswell/Shaw Cross areas of Dewsbury. A factor that Wakefield 

Council can continue to control as part of any future Local Plan for their Local Authority Area. 

 

5.3 The resulting gap between DWH’s Chidswell site and the existing Gawthorpe settlement area 

will represent a robust and long-term defensible area of separation between the two settlement 

areas. Which replicates areas of separation which currently exist in respect of both distance 

and visual separation. 

 

5.4 DWH’s proposed development can enhance the eastern area of Dewsbury through a sensitive 

extension to the existing urban area, whilst importantly enhancing well defined, robust, 

boundaries in perpetuity to provide long term permanence to the Green Belt in this location of 

the District. 

 

5.5 We believe that the proposed number of homes to be delivered at DWH’s site are required to 

meet both the Sub-Area’s and District’s housing needs. The development also provides the 

opportunity to facilitate the delivery of a significant number of economic and social benefits.  
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  Key:

  Higher Ground (approx. 160m AOD)

 
 Lower Ground (approx. 20m AOD)

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 This Addendum presents further Landscape & Visual Appraisal of the Chidswell 
site in relation to Green Belt policy, in particular purpose 2 of the Green Belt - 
‘to prevent neighbouring towns from merging into one another’. 

1.2 The Addendum should be read in conjunction with the Pegasus Landscape 
and Visual Statement and Green Belt Assessment, February 2016.

1.3 This Addendum specifically responds to an objection to Kirklees Council’s 
emerging Local Plan by Wakefield Council in which they state that the “site 
plays an important role in preventing the coalescence of Chidswell and 
Gawthorpe to the south”.

1.4 In considering the extent to which the site contributes to the purposes of the 
Green Belt, in particular purpose 2, this report is structured as follows:

• Review of the wider Green Belt context of Kirklees and Wakefield;

• Review of other proposed site allocations within the local Green Belt 
and analysis of likely effects on landscape character and visual amenity;

• Visual analysis of publicly accessible linear routes in close proximity to 
the site;

• Analysis of the extent the site functions in relation to purpose 2 of the 
Green Belt.

1.5 The Pegasus Landscape and Visual Statement and Green Belt Assessment, 
February 2016 provides a review of the site in relation to the five purposes 
of the Green Belt and this is not repeated in this addendum.  However, to 
summarise, the report concluded that the site did not perform a role in 
relation to any of the five purposes. 

1.6 This review is not a formal assessment of landscape and visual effects but 
does take into consideration the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment - Third Edition (2013), published by the Landscape Institute and 
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (GLVIA).

Figure 1: Site Location and Topography Plan
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2.0 REVIEW OF EXISTING LOCAL GREEN BELT

2.1 The site is currently located within the Kirklees Green Belt. The Green Belt 
boundary was established in 1999 with the adoption of the Kirklees UDP.  

2.2 Kirklees Council have submitted their updated Local Plan for public 
examination with view for its adoption in late 2017.  The  Draft Local Plan 
Allocations and Designations submission document contains the proposed 
housing allocations, of which the site is Reference H559.  The site location 
is indicated on the Allocations and Designations Appendix 2 Policies Map 
submission document.

2.3 The series of adjacent extracts taken from the Kirklees UDP, Kirklees Draft 
Local Plan and the Wakefield Site Specific Policies Local Plan (September 
2012), illustrate  the current extent of the Green Belt and the proposed extent 
of Green Belt release. 

2.4 Extract 1 illustrates the extent of the Green Belt at the adoption of the Kirklees 
UDP in 1999.  The site and surrounding fields are all located within the Green 
Belt, albeit with an allocation for a stadium off Owl Lane, immediately west 
of the site. The Dewsbury Rams stadium was opened in 1994, prior to the 
adoption of the UDP proposals map.

2.5 Extract 2 illustrates the proposed extent of Green Belt release in the vicinity of 
the site. The site itself (H559) is an accepted housing allocation with a mixed 
use accepted allocation to the immediate east (MX1905). Housing allocation 
H46 has already received planning permission for residential development 
and has been partly built out with further construction under way. 

2.6 Extract 3 illustrates the extent of the Wakefield Green Belt at adoption of the 
Site Specific Policies Local Plan in 2012. There have been no changes to the 
Green Belt in the vicinity of Gawthorpe.

2.7 The information provided by these Plan extracts have been amalgamated at 
Figure 2 - Proposed Site Allocations and Green Belt (overleaf ) to demonstrate 
the existing land use in the vicinity of the site in addition to the proposed site 
allocations.  Further discussion as to the consequence of the proposed site 
allocations on landscape character and visual amenity is discussed overleaf.

Green Belt

Wakefield

H559

Site for Business and Industry

Urban Greenspace

Stadium Site

Key: Extract 1 - Kirklees UDP 1999

Key:

Green Belt

Extract 3 - Wakefield Site Specific Policies Local Plan 2012

Extract 2 - Kirklees Draft Local Plan December2016

Urban Green Space

Priority Employment Area

Green Belt

Key:

Consequent Change 

Housing Allocation 

Mixed Use Allocation 

H559
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3.0 REVIEW OF SITE ALLOCATIONS WITHIN THE GREEN BELT

3.1 The adjacent Figure 2 - Site allocations and Green Belt, illustrates the extent 
of proposed Green Belt release within the Chidswell area of Kirklees. The site 
(ref: H559) is located between two further areas of proposed allocated land; a 
housing allocation to the south west (ref: H46) and a mixed use allocation to 
the east and north east (ref: MX1905).

3.2 The proposed housing allocation to the south west has been granted planning 
permission and has already been developed by Harron Homes, thus creating 
a new southern settlement boundary. As a consequence of this planning 
permission, the Green Belt boundary has in reality already been rolled back to 
the disused tip site south of the H46 land parcel. In terms of the effects upon 
the local landscape, the Harron development has not resulted in an increased 
perception of encroachment or sprawl in a southerly direction towards 
Gawthorpe due to the sensitive design of the development frontage, with 
dwellings being set back from the road with an area of open space.  The use of 
open space directly off the B6128 Owl Lane is beneficial to retaining a degree 
of openness along the route, which is otherwise characterised by ribbon 
development. Such an approach to design could be effectively mirrored 
on the Site, with development set back from the road edge to maintain the 
perception of openness as one travels along the route.

3.3 The development of the proposed mixed use allocation (ref: MX1905) to the 
east and north east of the Site would result in a high degree of change in 
landscape character and visual amenity. Site MX1905 is located on the eastern 
side of a ridge line in the landscape that has a high degree of intervisibility with 
the open landscape to the east of Chidswell. The proposed allocation would 
result in a fundamental change in the character of the existing landscape to 
the east of Chidswell. The character of the northern portion of Chidswell Lane 
would be altered by development and the existing open views available from 
the Lane in an easterly direction towards West Ardsley and Kirkhamgate would 
be lost to built form. Similarly, views in an easterly and northerly direction 
from the public right of way network between Gawthorpe and Chidswell 
would be altered, from undeveloped land to built development. In terms of 
the Green Belt, the boundary would be rolled back to the southern boundary 
of site MX1905 which is the administrative boundary with Wakefield, beyond 
which lies the Wakefield Green Belt. 

3.4 Assuming that the proposed mixed use allocation is developed, the Site would 
become located within a largely urban area and the character of the local 
landscape would have been inevitably altered. The Site benefits from being 
located on the western side of a ridge line in the landscape and shares a high 
degree of intervisibility with the urban fringe of Dewsbury, in particularly the 
Dewsbury Rams Rugby Ground and the industrial estate at Shaw Cross. The 
location of the Site in the landscape ensures that the Site is not visible from 
Gawthorpe or the public rights of way that pass through the Wakefield Green 
Belt from Gawthorpe towards Chidswell and the Site is only briefly visible 
when travelling by road between Gawthorpe and Chidswell/Shaw Cross.

3.5 A comprehensive visual analysis of the Site from publicly accessible locations  
has been carried out and is discussed in Section 4. 

Figure 2: Proposed Site Allocations and Green Belt
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4.0 VISUAL ANALYSIS 

4.1 The following section provides a detailed visual analysis of the Site from three 
publicly accessible linear routes that pass between Gawthorpe and Chidswell. 
The location of site photography is shown on Figure 3. 

4.2 The three linear routes considered as part of the visual analysis are:

• Public Right of Way Ossett 3 leading to DEW/146/10;

• Chidswell Lane; and

• B6128 Owl Lane.

Public Rights of Way

4.3 Travelling in a northerly driection, public footpath Ossett 3 starts at School 
Street, on the northern edge of Gawthorpe and heads north towards 
Chidswell, as shown at photograph 1. The footpath passes through an arable 
field used for growing oil seed rape. The crop, at peak growing season, is very 
tall and is completely impassible. As a consequence, the route of the footpath 
passes around the western edge of the field and on into a further large field of 
oil seed rape. The footpath was extremely difficult to use due to the presence 
of the crop, and there was no evidence of frequent use during the main crop 
season. Photograph 2 illustrates the nature of the footpath. The alternative 
route taken along the field perimeter is shown on Figure 3.

4.4  The route of Ossett 3 continues to pass around the western edge of the second 
larger field, to the rear of the properties at Chidswell Dene and the stables 
located to the immediate south. The rear boundaries of the properties and 
stables are vegetated or fenced, limiting overall intervisibility with Chidswell 
Lane, as shown at photographs 3, 4 and 5.  The prominent Gawthorpe Water 
Tower is a key feature in the local landscape and can be clearly seen from the 
route.

4.5 Beyond the arable field, the footpath passes through a narrow gap enclosed 
by vegetation and then passes over a stile and a small watercourse before 
entering a further arable field as illustrated by photographs 6 and 7.

4.6 Footpath Ossett 3 meets footpath DEW/146/10 at the Wakefield/Kirklees 
border, marked by the small watercourse. The route in theory heads north 
west towards Chidswell, but as the field is in arable use, the route passes 
around the edge of the field, parallel to Chidswell Lane, immediately east of  
a thick woodland belt. This woodland belt completely screens views of the 
site during the months when foliage is present on the vegetation as shown at 
photographs 8 and 9.

4.7 After passing through the arable field, the route enters the garden of the 
Huntsman Public House, directly off Chidswell Lane, immediately east of the 
Site. The site becomes  visible from the pub garden as shown at photograph 
10.

4.8 In summary, visibility of the Site from the footpath network located between 
Gawthorpe and Chidswell is extremely limited. The site is only readily 
perceptible  from the public house garden immediately east of the Site. It 

is acknowledged that there would be views of the Site from the northern 
extremity of footpath DEWS/146/10 during winter months but such views 
would be heavily filtered by the presence of woodland. Overall, the Site 
does not contribute to the visual separation of Gawthorpe and Chidswell as 
experienced from the footpath network north of Gawthorpe.

Chidswell Lane

4.9 Chidswell Lane passes between the A653 at Chidswell and Pickering Lane in 
Gawthorpe. The Lane passes the Site to the immediate east. The following 
visual analysis begins at the Recreation Ground off Chidswell Lane, on the 
northern edge of Gawthorpe.

4.10 Travelling northwards, the Site is not visible from the northern edge of 
Gawthorpe due to the rising nature of the topography. Views are orientated 
towards Gawthorpe Water Tower due to its prominence in the landscape. 
Photograph 11 illustrates the nature of the view from the recreation ground 
at the southern end of Chidswell Lane.

4.11 From the recreation ground, heading in a northerly direction towards 
Chidswell, the road is generally visually enclosed by a field hedgerow to 
both sides of the Lane. There is a distinctive mound in the landscape to the 
immediate west of the Lane that limits views to the west, and the rising 
topography to the north curtails views towards the site, as illustrated at 
photograph 12.

4.12 The visual enclosure by roadside hedgerows continues along Chidswell Lane 
for much of the route between Gawthorpe and the Site. There are views 
beyond the hedgerows available at field gates and entrances to Gawthorpe 
Water Tower but the Site is not visible due to the orientation of the view 
and the orientation of the landscape relative to the Site, as illustrated by 
photograph 13.

4.13 The Site does not become visible until one almost reaches Boundary House, 
immediately south east of the Site. The road turns to the north west and thus 
the view is orientated towards the Site. Photograph 14 is representative of the 
view available.

4.14 Beyond Boundary House the Site is located immediately west of Chidswell 
Lane. There is a very narrow view of the Site alongside Boundary House, as 
shown at photograph 15 but the Site does not come fully into view until one 
passes a belt of vegetation north of the property. The stone wall that forms 
the Site boundary allows for views  across the Site towards Chidswell, Shaw 
Cross, the Harron Homes development off Owl Lane, and the Dewsbury Rams 
rugby ground. The view is influenced by the urban edge and features both 
industrial and residential land uses, as illustrated by photograph 16.

4.15 In summary, the Site is not visible from Chidswell Lane until one almost 
reaches the edge of the Site at the Kirklees and Wakefield administrative 
boundary. The Site does not therefore contribute to the visual separation of 
Gawthorpe and Chidswell as experienced along Chidswell Lane as a whole.

B6128 Owl Lane

4.16 Owl Lane is the primary vehicular route between Chidswell/Shaw Cross and 
Gawthorpe. The route is largely developed to both sides of the road between 
Gawthorpe and the Dewsbury Rams rugby ground.

4.17 The visual analysis of Owl Lane begins in Gawthorpe at the junction with 
Leeds Road and travels northwards. Photograph 17 illustrates that the view is 
predominantly industrial with the Newly Weds food factory curtailing views 
towards Chidswell.

4.18 Further along Owl Lane, in a north westerly direction towards the Site, the 
Newly Weds factory remains the dominant feature of the view. A small brow 
in the road also limits views towards the Site, as illustrated by photograph 18.

4.19 Beyond the food factory, the view towards the Site is limited by the presence 
of further built form immediately east of Owl Lane, and by a tall belt of 
coniferous trees that line the road, as shown at photographs 19 and 20. It 
is acknowledged that the Site can be seen beyond a haulage depot located 
just off Owl Lane, as seen in photograph 19, but it does not form a major part 
of the view and does not contribute to a perception of separation between 
Gawthorpe and Chidswell.

4.20 On closer approach to the Site, in the vicinity of the Royal Oak public house, 
the Site does become more apparent. The lower part of the Site adjacent to 
Owl Lane is the most visible part of the Site. Photographs 21 and 22 illustrate 
the nature of the view available when travelling along Owl Lane towards the 
Site and although Site is a clearly visible undeveloped field, it is considered 
that there is not a strong perception of separation between Gawthorpe and 
Chidswell due to the presence of ribbon development along much of the 
road corridor. Indeed, this development continues along the full length of the 
western side of Owl Lane now that the Harron Homes development has been 
largely constructed. 

4.21 The Site becomes fully visible as one passes the public house. It is seen in the 
context of the Harron Homes development on the opposing side of the road. 
The ‘Dewsbury’ signpost appears just past the Harron Homes development 
at the Dewsbury Rams rubgy ground, but there is not a strong perception of 
having left Gawthorpe, Wakefield and entered Dewsbury, Kirklees.

4.22 Overall, the Site is not visible in views from Owl Lane as one leaves Gawthorpe 
and passes the Newly Weds factory. The Site only becomes a readily perceptible 
feature in views as one passes a tall belt of coniferous trees south of the Royal 
Oak public house, by which time the presence of the built form Dewsbury is 
already apparent and influencing the view. The lower slopes of the Site are 
the most visible in views, and through careful masterplanning, such views 
could be retained to provide a gateway to Dewsbury. This is illustrated in the 
illustrative masterplan at Figure 3.

4.23 It is considered that the Site does not greatly contribute to a perception of 
separation between Gawthorpe and Chidswell.
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Figure 3: Site allocations and Green Belt with Photograph Locations
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Photograph 1 - View from School Street looking 
towards route of  public footpath Ossett 3 

Photograph 2 - Route of public footpath Ossett 3  
impassible due to nature of crop

Photograph 3 - View towards Chidswell Lane and 
properties at Chidswell Dene

Photograph 4 - View of rear boundary of 
properties at Chidswell Dene

Photograph 5 - View of rear boundary of 
properties at Chidswell Dene

Photograph 6 - View  towards Site from 
northern end of Ossett 3

Photograph 7 - Nature of view towards 
Site at Kirklees/Wakefield border

Photograph 8 - View towards Chidswell 
Lane from  public footpath Dews/146/10

Photograph 9 - View through woodland 
towards Chidswell Lane from  public 

footpath Dews/146/10

Photograph 10 - View from pub garden 
of The Huntsman towards Chidswell 

Lane and the Site
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Photograph 11 - View from southern end of Chidswell 
Lane looking towards the Site 

Photograph 12 - View from Chidswell Lane on the 
approach to Gawthorpe Reservoir and Water Tower

Photograph 13 - View from Chidswell  Lane from 
gap in roadside hedgerow

Photograph 14 - View from Chidswell  Lane 
towards Site, south of Boundary House

Photograph 15 - Narrow view of Site from 
Chidswell  Lane at Boundary House

Photograph 16 - View of Site from Chidswell  Lane
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Photograph 17 - View from Owl Lane from Leeds 
Road junction, towards Newly Weds factory

Photograph 18 - View from Owl Lane towards Site - a 
small brow in the road limits extent of view

Photograph 19 - View along Owl Lane towards Site - a 
belt of coniferous trees limits view of Site

Photograph 20 -  View from Owl Lane at haulage depot Photograph 21 -  View towards Site from Owl Lane  
curtailed by coniferous vegetation

Photograph 22 -  View of Site beyond the 
Royal Oak public house

Photograph 23 -  View of Site beyond the Royal Oak 
public house Photograph 24 -  View of Site from Owl Lane as one crosses 

the Kirklees/Wakefield administrative boundary0 500500500500500 m
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5.0 SITE ANALYSIS IN RELATION TO PURPOSE 2 OF THE GREEN BELT

5.1 The visual analysis of the Site, as set out above, illustrates the limited degree 
of intervisibility between the Site and publicly accessible linear routes that 
pass between Gawthorpe and Chidswell.

5.2 This addendum has been produced in relation to the consultation response 
made by Wakefield Council with regards to the allocation of housing on the 
Site within the Kirklees Draft Local Plan, in which they state that “the site plays 
an important role in preventing coalescence of Chidswell and Gawthorpe to 
the south”. Wakefield Council also go on to state that “the southern boundary 
of this site shown on the draft policies map is not robust”

5.3 The visual analysis at Section 4 demonstrates that the Site is not visible from 
the public right of way network, or Chidswell Lane, until one almost reaches 
the Site itself. The Site does not from a visible feature in the wider landscape as 
seen from the routes, and thus the Site does not and cannot contribute to the 
perception of separation between Gawthorpe and Chidswell. Therefore, there 
would be no perception of coalescence between Chidswell and Gawthorpe. 

5.4 In terms of views from Owl Lane, the Site forms a small part of the overall view 
available when travelling towards Shaw Cross from north of the Newly Weds 
food factory.  The Site is not visible from the settlement edge of Gawthorpe. 
Owl Lane is developed to both sides for much of the route between Shaw 
Cross/Chidswell and Gawthorpe. There is no perception that the buildings and 
businesses located to the east of Owl Lane are located within the Wakefield 
Green Belt, and the undeveloped land beyond these buildings is not readily 
visible along the route as a whole. 

5.5 It is acknowledged that the lower slopes of the south western corner of the 
site form the most visible part of the land parcel, but it does not become 
readily perceptible until one approaches the site from the vicinity of the Royal 
Oak public house. 

5.6 The extent of visibility of the south western part of the site has been 
recognised as part of the master planning process. The illustrative masterplan 
at Figure 4 indicates that an area of open space would remain at this portion 
of the Site to create an undeveloped gateway to Kirklees when travelling from 
Wakefield. 

5.7 The illustrative masterplan also indicates that the southern site boundary 
would be planted to create a landscape buffer which would provide a robust 
and defensible boundary to the Green Belt.  The landscape buffer would also 
link with existing green infrastructure to the east of the site with regards to 
the woodland off Chidswell Lane, and would also link with the open space 
created at the frontage of the Harron Homes development, which is already 
subject to planning permission and is under construction. Overall, there 
would be a coherent undeveloped ‘green’  approach to the Wakefield/Kirklees 
boundary.

GREEN SPACE TO FRONT OF HARRON HOMES SITE

6.0 CONCLUSIONS

Figure 4: Illustrative Masterplan 

6.1 The Site is a proposed allocation for housing development by Kirklees Council 
within the draft Local Plan. The Site is located within a wider area of proposed 
Green Belt release on the edge of Shaw Cross and Chidswell, with some of 
this Green Belt already developed for housing, namely the Harron Homes 

development which is subject to planning permission and under construction, 
thus creating a new settlement boundary to Shaw Cross/Chidswell.

6.2 The detailed visual analysis presented within this addendum demonstrates 
that the Site does not readily contribute to a perception of separation 
between Gawthorpe and Chidswell. Indeed, the Site is not visible from much 
of Chidswell Lane and the public right of network north of Gawthorpe, and 
the Site only becomes perceptible from Owl Lane when travelling towards 
Shaw Cross within close proximity to the Site itself.

6.3 The south west corner of the Site is the most sensitive in terms of contributing 
to a sense of open space on the approach to Shaw Cross when travelling 
along Owl Lane from Gawthorpe. The illustrative masterplan at Figure 4 
demonstrates that this sense of open space can be retained as part of future 
development.  

6.4 In terms of creating a strong Green Belt southern boundary, the illustrative 
masterplan indicates that a landscape buffer can be created at the Kirklees/
Wakefield boundary which would define this boundary.  This buffer would 
also visually soften the appearance of development from the local environs.

6.5 Overall, development within the Site would not result in the perception of 
coalescence of Gawthorpe and the Chidswell/Shaw Cross areas of Dewsbury.
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