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1. Introduction 
This is a Participant Statement prepared by Spawforths on behalf of Mr P and Mr N 

Crowther in respect of:- 

Matter 8 – Approach to site allocations and Green Belt release. 
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2. Matter 8 – Approach to site allocations and 
Green Belt release 
a) Has the Council undertaken a robust and comprehensive assessment of 

development capacity within existing urban areas and other areas outside the 

current Green Belt? 

Our client has no comment to make on this matter. 

b) Do exceptional circumstances exist which justify the release of Green Belt 

land to accommodate some 11,500 new dwellings and additional land for 

employment uses? 

Our client considers that it has been demonstrated that there is an objectively assessed 

need (OAN) for housing and employment land, and that to meet this OAN there is a 

requirement for release of land from Green Belt. 

In this context the Council in its Green Belt Review Supporting Document (Examination 

Background Document BP25) confirms that the Green Belt has not been reviewed in any 

detail for around 30 years or more.  The Council has previously championed a brownfield 

first policy, that has delivered development, but the capacity for such land as a resource has 

not reduced and to meet the OAN, there is a clear need for greenfield and indeed Green 

Belt sites to be allocated for housing.  The allocations are in line with the NPPF requirement 

that Authorities must meet their OAN and that authorities should be proactive and respond 

positively to growth opportunities. 

The Council has identified a range of sites for both allocation and safeguarding beyond the 

Local Plan period.  

It is considered that the Council has identified the exceptional circumstances that would 

justify release of land in Green Belt as a principle. 

c) What approximate proportion of land in Kirklees which would remain in the 

Green Belt following the implementation of proposals in the Local Plan? 

Our client has no comment to make on this matter. 
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d) Is the Council’s approach to assessing potential sites in the Green Belt for 

development soundly based and in line with national guidance? 

Parts i, ii, iii, iv, v, vi 

Our client has no comment to make on these sub-matters. 

vii. How have sustainable development requirements and the need to promote 

sustainable patterns of development been taken into account in decisions on site 

options, in accordance with paragraphs 84 and 85 in the NPPF? Are there 

specific examples of sites which scored well in the technical appraisal and Green 

Belt Review but were rejected for reasons linked to the sustainability of a 

settlement? 

Our client has no comment to make on this matter. 

viii. Have all sites which scored well in the site assessment process for housing 

been allocated for this purpose? 

Our client is the owner of land to the west of Mill Lane, Flockton (Site SL2297).  The site is 

currently identified in the Publication (Submission) Draft Local Plan as Safeguarded land.   

It is assessed in the Accepted Site Options - Technical Appraisal (Revised July 2017) and 

scores well (See Appendix A for the site specific assessment extracted from the report).  

The only key technical issue that is identified, is that of access.  However, this does not 

reflect the fact that there is potential for access through The Paddocks, as the houses in the 

south of this and paddock land is in the ownership of the owners of site SL2297 (See 

Appendix B at the end of this statement).  The owners have confirmed that a property could 

be removed to facilitate development of the wider site.  The access to The Paddocks is of 

quality construction and appears to have the identified visibility splay identified by the 

Council in their assessment.  Other access solutions can also be considered in greater detail 

in due course, but for the purposes of soundness, the site can be accessed in a way that is in 

the control of the site owner.   
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The site is therefore accessible and could come forward sooner to meet the 

needs of the district. 

Site SL2297 is located in a sustainable settlement based on the A637 Barnsley Road, which is 

used as a key arterial route from the M1 Junction 38 through to Huddersfield.  As indicated 

above access can be gained to the land, and there are no known technical impediments to 

development.  Therefore the site is available, suitable and achievable and so is deliverable 

and developable for residential development to go towards meeting the development needs 

of Kirklees. 

To be clear, should the site not be considered for allocation in this plan period, our clients 

support the identification of Site SL2297 as being removed from Green Belt and identified as 

safeguarded land.   

We would also advocate that the Plan is monitored and that the Council commits to a 

review, particularly in respect of housing delivery, at which point appropriate sites may be 

considered.     

Our client can provide additional detail during the site specific hearing sessions scheduled 

for late 2017/ early 2018. 

 

e) Is the Council’s approach to other proposed changes to the Green Belt 

boundaries, including those arising from the digitising exercise, small site 

assessment, consequential changes and proposed additions, justified and robustly 

based? Have exceptional circumstances been broadly demonstrated? 

Our client would simply state that there is a minor amendment to the southern boundary 

for Flockton to reflect existing garden boundaries.  This is to correct an existing anomaly.  

This sound in this regard.  A new Local Plan represents the only route to correct such 

anomalies and therefore it is necessary and sound for the Council to address these where 

identified. 

f) The Plan identifies a number of safeguarded sites on land not currently within 

the Green Belt. Is this approach justified and in line with national policy and 

guidance? 

Our client has no comment to make on this matter. 
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g) What evidence is there to demonstrate that safeguarded sites which have 

been assessed as unsuitable or undeliverable for housing development over the 

Plan period will be capable of delivery for this use in the longer term? 

Our client is the owner of land to the west of Mill Lane, Flockton (Site SL2297).  The site is 

currently identified in the Publication (Submission) Draft Local Plan as Safeguarded land. 

 

As we identify above, the site appears to score well in the Accepted Site Options - Technical 

Appraisal (Revised July 2017) (See Appendix A for an extract).  The conclusion is that the 

site is not deliverable due to access constraints. 

 

Again, as we identify above and at Appendix B, the site owners are also the owners of 

properties to the immediate north of the allocation on The Paddocks and access can be 

made available through this route, which links to a decent point of access on the A637 

Barnsley Road, a key route through the village. 

 

Given the assessment of the site and in the context of the housing need for Kirklees (which 

is a minimum), the site is capable of delivery now and certainly acceptable for safeguarding in 

principle.  

 

Our client can provide additional detail during the site specific hearing sessions scheduled 

for late 2017/ early 2018. 
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Appendix A  
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