
Katie Childs & Elizabeth Hills, 
Planning Inspectors             
 
          19th February 2018 
Dear Ms Childs & Hills, 
 
URGENT 
   
Kirklees Local Plan Examination. Reference H502  
 
Having seen the response Kirklees council have made on Matter 41, we feel we have to act and call “FOUL PLAY”  
regarding their submission to you of the Kirklees Local Plan. 
We are excluded from speaking to you on this matter as we haven’t spoken at earlier stages.  
The reason for this lack of previous involvement will become clear in this letter. 
If you look at the timeline we have created below you will see that until now, there has been no reason to participate. 
Site H502 in Skelmanthorpe, and the way it would be accessed, gave no grounds for concern. At no point during the 
process of producing the plan has Heather Fold been included as an access route option. 
 
It is only now, this week, when Kirklees Planners have turned the table and proposed a new and unacceptable route. 
During the two stages of public consultation, redrafting and republishing of the local plan, Kirklees had opportunity 
to amend the access options but failed to do so. Even at final submission to yourselves there was no change made to 
the site access options. 
Only now, when all opportunity for full public consultation has ended, has Heather Fold been covertly added as a site 
access option by the Kirklees Planners.  
 
Site H502:   Matter number 41: 
In your public examination of the plan you have asked “What are the access and development options for the site?”   
Below is the Chronology and reference points of the opportunities that Kirklees have had to include Heather Fold as 
an access route, but they have failed to do so. In fact, we argue, they have continually misled us about the use of 
Heather Fold both during the development of the Local Plan and in concurrent planning applications that have been 
submitted in relation to H502. 
 
 

Local Plan development Planning applications 

 Sept. 2014 
Application  2014/92889. 
South Eastern edge plot part of H502 
Access via Huddersfield Road but additionally  
Plan showed extension to Heather Fold to allow 
access to remainder of H502 
FIG 1 Below shows plan including access route onto 
H502 

 Oct 2015 
Prior to planning committee meeting. 
Negotiation between Planning / Developer and 
Heather Fold Residents agreed no road extension 
From Heather Fold 
Fig 2 Below shows plan with the access route onto 
H502 removed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 2015. 
Draft plan. Allocation and design published.  
Page 118. H502.  

4/11/2015. 
Outline planning granted with no Heather Fold 
extension to facilitate future access to the remaining 
area of H502. Local plan requirements to sustainability 
fully implemented thus providing shortest route for 
vehicular, cycle and pedestrian access to transport 
routes and village centre 



“Access possible from Cumberworth Road, Huddersfield 
Road or Bedale Drive”.  
 Reflecting negotiation and outline planning consent. 
No mention of Heather Fold. 
Fig 3 Below exert from draft local plan site option 
technical appraisal page 
 

Nov 2016. 
BP29. Accepted site options Technical appraisal 
Page 103. Access confirmed as 2015 Draft. 
No mention of Heather Fold. 
 
Fig 4 Below exert from draft local plan submission 
documents approved site option technical appraisal 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 2017. 
BP29.1Accepted site options Technical appraisal 
Reconfirms access statements. 
No mention of Heather Fold 
Fig 5 Below exert from draft local plan submission 
documents update approved site option technical 
appraisal 

July 2017. 2017/92504. 
New application with access from Heather Fold. 
Totally blocking one of the 2 access points to 
Huddersfield road. Does not conform to the local plan 
or the sustainability objectives blocking a potential 
vehicular, cycle and pedestrian access to transport 
routes and village centre. 

 
February 2018. 
In response to inspectors question re greenbelt 
Kirklees totally ignore Huddersfield Road access points! 
Introduce totally a new access never before mentioned or 
consulted on, Heather Fold. 
Fig 6 Below exert from Kirklees response to question 
relating to H502 without accessing the southern strip. 

 

 



 
FIG 1.   Shows plan including access route onto H502 
 

 

 



 
Fig 2.     Shows plan with access route onto H502 removed. Approved application 2014/92889 
 
 

 



Fig  3.  Exert from draft local plan site option technical appraisal page 

 
 
Fig 4 Exert from draft local plan submission documents approved site option technical appraisal 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Fig 5 Exert from draft local plan submission documents update approved site option technical appraisal 

 
Fig 6 Exert from Kirklees response to question relating to H502 without accessing the southern strip. 

 
 
We also highlight that at no point has the change to the plan been noted in the change logging documentation. 



 
 
To summarise. 
 
We feel that as local residents we have been misled about the use of Heather Fold as an access to H502.  
We point out that by not following due process, Kirklees has acted unlawfully by changing the documentation  
after all opportunities to challenge the plan by interested parties has been exhausted. 
 
The residents also strongly challenge the soundness of new plan. We strongly disagree with Kirklees’s proposal that 
the bulk of the site, H502 can be accessed via a combination of Heather Fold and Beadale Drive.  
Neither Road is suitable to service the number of houses required to satisfy the plan. 
 
We strongly agree with Persimmon Homes proposed plan, that, a viable access to optimise the land use is via the 
Green Belt strip on the south side, combined with cycle, pedestrian access onto Huddersfield Road. This access will 
enable traffic to leave the site safely, either by car or on foot and will allow traffic to head South West to Lower 
Cumberworth and onwards to Denby Dale and onto the Wakefield Road. This option will reduce the traffic at the 
known bottleneck at the eastern end of Cumberworth Road and move traffic away from the fire station. 
 
The use of Huddersfield Road which until last week has been a significant part of the plan and we feel that the use of 
this arterial road is the most suitable for both vehicular cycle and pedestrian traffic. 
 
Notwithstanding Persimmon Homes comments, Huddersfield Road is the only road in Skelmanthorpe with any 
capacity to take traffic. The available access between 49 and 51 is wider than that provided using Heather Fold. 
Huddersfield Road, B6116, has traffic calming islands, pedestrian crossings and is the widest most suitable road  
for the H502 development. 
Using this road would mean no incursion to the greenbelt.  
Kirklees should be promoting this option as first choice as identified in all past consultations.  
Access with any incursion onto Cumberworth Road, should if at all possible, be avoided. 
Additional traffic on Cumberworth Road will jeopardise response times by the fire service and first responders during 
rush hours. 
 
We know that the official date for submitting documentation has passed but we feel it is vital that consider our 
submission in light of the information contained within and, if required, we are happy to attend a meeting with you 
to explain our concerns in greater detail. 
 
 
 
Yours Faithfully 
 
 
 
Ray Lawson 
Representing all the residents of Heather Fold. 
 
 
 


